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The City Council and City Manager accept the PSRC VISION 2040 Award for the Town Center Regional Stormwater Facility.

City Captures Third VISION 2040 Award
Josh Brown, Executive Director of Puget Sound Regional Council
(PSRC), presented the City of Mountlake Terrace with a VISION 2040
Award for its innovative Regional Stormwater Facility at City Council’s
June 15 City Council meeting. This is the second consecutive VISION
2040 Award for Mountlake Terrace and a third award since 2009.
“Your community has done an outstanding job putting the right
land use policies and plans in place and you have worked tirelessly to be
able to secure the infrastructure to build out your Town Center,” said
Brown. “Today, we wanted to recognize your work on implementation
of those plans.”
VISION 2040 Awards recognize regional innovations in managing
growth and sustaining quality of life. The city’s Regional Stormwater
Facility provides a creative solution to support and encourage efficient
redevelopment of the Town Center by using an innovative investment
in infrastructure to protect critical areas in the McAleer Creek and Lake
Ballinger Watershed basin.
Due to the density of the Town Center area and scarcity of vacant
land, stormwater facilities are expensive to build and are best suited
underground. A basin of about 13 acres, or 20% of the total Town
Center area, drains into the Stormwater Facility. Use of the facility is
an incentive to developers by allowing full optimal use of their private
property and it eliminates the need for maintenance on a private facility.
A developer pays a proportional share of the cost of the facility based
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on the amount of impervious surface area that the subject property
creates. Basing the fee on impervious surface area encourages private
development to use Low Impact Development (LID) techniques
resulting in a more sustainable Town Center.
The first development to utilize this facility is Vineyard Park at
Mountlake Terrace, an independent and assisted living facility that
opened in March. Use of the facility saved the developer about $50,000
in costs and maximized their buildable land.
Brown added, “Stormwater is one of those issues that doesn’t
seem like perhaps the most glamorous of topics. As a former County
Commissioner, I know maximizing infill development to be able to
help edge the development community along so that projects can pencil
out makes a lot of policy sense investing in regional stormwater facilities
instead of using regulations that work on a parcel by parcel basis.”
The Mountlake Terrace Regional Stormwater Facility encourages
good stewardship of the environment, stimulates the local economy,
and provides incentives for locating new businesses in Mountlake
Terrace resulting in a revitalized and thriving downtown.
Brown concluded his presentation stating, “Your community has
been ahead of the curve for many years. You are continuing to step up
and do wonderful things. I congratulate you and it wouldn’t surprise
me to be here again next year and maybe the year after that honoring
the great work your city is doing.”
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Legislature Provides
$1.3 Million for Main Street
In July the State Legislature adopted a capital budget of over $3 billion that allocates $1.3
million for the revitalization of Mountlake Terrace’s Main Street. This funding would not have
been possible without the efforts of the 1st District Legislators - Sen. Rosemary McAuliffe, Rep.
Derek Stanford, and Rep. Luis Moscoso. Legislators from the 32nd District, including Sen.
Maralyn Chase, Rep. Ruth Kagi, and Rep. Cindy Ryu, also expressed support for the project
throughout the legislative process.
The Main Street Revitalization Project will improve our downtown infrastructure and
is estimated to create 1,400 permanent jobs, 188 direct construction jobs, and over 1,100
housing units. The revitalization includes design and reconstruction of 56th Avenue West
(“Main Street”) from 230th Street SW to 236th Street; 236th Street SW from Main Street to
the Transit Center; and portions of 232nd Street and 234th Street. These improvements will
include undergrounding all utilities, widening sidewalks, installing street trees and lighting, and
improving ADA access.
“We can’t thank our legislators enough,” stated Mayor Jerry Smith. “They have met with us several

times to discuss this project and the positive
impact it will have on our city and the region
and now they’ve really stepped up to the plate
to help us try and get the remaining funding.”
All of these investments are expected to
spur greater economic growth within the
community. A number of development
projects in the area are already completed,
or in process – Arbor Village, Vineyard
Park, Mountlake Senior Living, 234th Street
Townhomes, and Terrace Heights Garden. All
of these private developments demonstrate
the strong return on investment there is for
improving the city’s infrastructure.
The total cost of the project is $18 million.
The city secured $6.5 million through local
resources and grants, including revenue
generated by the Transportation Benefit
District. With the funding from this year’s
capital budget, the state has contributed a total
of $3.3 million. “We have enough funding
now to begin constructing components of the
project,” stated City Manager Arlene Fisher.
“Now we have to check with our funding
sources to see if phasing the project is allowed
under the terms of the grants. Thank you
to our state legislators for helping us reach
this point.”

Members of Girl Scout Troop #43752 were recognized at a City Council meeting for fundraising to acquire a park bench
and installing it at Bicentennial Park (4105 222nd St SW). The troop also built and installed five birdhouses and a letterbox
for an activity similar to geocashing.

22

Mountlake
Terrace

CityHappenings

37th Annual Arts of the Terrace

Council Highlights
July

• Public Hearing and Adopted BC/D Zoning
Code Text Amendment Ordinances
• Presentation on WRIA 8 Salmon
Recovery Progress
• 2015 Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Update
• Reviewed Development Activity Report
• Discussed Metropolitan Park District
• Discussed 2015-2017 City Council Goals
• Approved Amendment to Waste
Management Contract
• Reviewed Economic Development Strategy
• Discussed Transportation Impact Fees
• Reviewed Preferred Ballinger Park Master Plan

June

• Public Hearing and Adopted 2015
Comprehensive Plan Ordinance
• Adopted 2015 Budget Amendments
Ordinance
• Adopted Franchise Ordinance for
McLeod Windstream
You are invited to attend Arts of the Terrace, one of the major juried art shows
in the Pacific Northwest. Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts Commission
and the Friends of the Arts, this show takes place September 26 - October 11
at the Mountlake Terrace Library, 23300 58th Avenue West. Back by popular
demand, the art show will run two weeks this year instead of one.
Categories include paintings, prints, drawings, miniatures, calligraphy,
3-Dimensional and Artisan works. This year’s jurors are DeAnne Lemley for
Paintings, Prints, Drawings, and Miniatures; Mark Bergsma for Photography; and
Lin McJunkin for 3-Dimensional and Artisan works.
Prizes include over $4,000 in cash awards and art merchandise donated by
well-known art suppliers. Entry deadline is August 30, 2015. Click on Arts of
the Terrace under Most Requested Services at www.cityofmlt.com for show hours.

• Adopted Resolution Authorizing Purchase
of Harms Property
• First Quarter Financial Report and
Performance Measures
• Discussed BC/D Zoning Code Text
Amendments Ordinances
• Reviewed and Approved Interlocal
Agreement with Community Transit for
Commute Trip Reduction Program
• Reviewed Emergency Services
Coordinating Agency Interlocal
Agreement Dissolution

New Website Goes Mobile

• Approved Recommendation for Board and
Commission Member Appointments

A website redesign is now underway after City Council approved an
agreement with CivicPlus in June. The new website will serve as positive
first impression of the city, enhance the user experience, simplify content
management, and provide better information and customer service to
our residents, businesses, visitors, and the general community. The new
website will also be compatible with mobile devices for convenient and
easy access to information. Look for it later this year!

• Presentation of VISION 2040 Award by
Puget Sound Regional Council
• Awarded Contract for SCADA System
Improvements RFQ Development
• Approved Professional Services
Agreement for Website Redesign
• Approved Emergency Services Coordinating
Agency Interlocal Agreement Dissolution
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220th/58th Intersection Safety
Brighton School Opening in September
An important change to the intersection
of 220th Street SW and 58th Avenue W
occurred in late July with the addition of
a new 4-way stop. The change was made
in response to expected traffic increases
resulting from the Brighton School Project
located at 21705 58th Avenue W.
Brighton School is a private preschool
through 8th grade school relocating from
Lynnwood to Mountlake Terrace. They
have remodeled the existing building and
added an expansion to accommodate an
estimated 400 students.
Traffic studies show that increased
traffic during peak school travel times
In addition to orange flags will cause the intersection to fall below
and signage to alert the acceptable standards in the city’s adopted
public about the change in Transportation Master Plan. Therefore
the intersection, the new stop
traffic control is needed to address intersigns will also have a red,
section delays. The 4-way stop is a temflashing light above the sign.
porary measure until a more permanent
solution such as a traffic signal or roundabout is funded. These solutions
also take more time to implement.
According to the Brighton School’s website, their first day of school is
Wednesday, September 9. The intersection change is made well ahead of time

to alert drivers and get people accustomed to the change before the traffic
increase is expected. The city has taken steps to notify major employers along
the 220th Street corridor, Edmonds School District, Swedish/Edmonds
Hospital and St. Pius Church along with communications with residents.
With the opening of Brighton School, it’s a good time to remind our
community about back to school safety. First and foremost, drivers please watch
for pedestrians and bicyclists at all times. Be patient and attentive and obey speed
limits. It is important to watch for children especially around school zones.
Pedestrians (especially children), please try and make eye contact with
drivers and never assume vehicles will stop. In addition, obey traffic signals,
use crosswalks, and utilize the push buttons for WALK/DON’T WALK signs.
The city now has six crosswalks with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons
(RRFBs). The first ones were installed by Premera on 216th Street SW by
68th Avenue W. The city installed additional beacons with a traffic safety
grant. RRFBs will be installed at two crosswalks as part of the Lakeview Trail
project this fall. Pedestrians need to push the button to activate these lights
and watch for cars to stop before crossing.
The city also has School Zone Flashing Beacons by two of our elementary
schools with signs stating the speed limit is 20 mph when lights are flashing.
Our other schools have a 20 mph speed limit when children are present.
Usually this means slowing from 25 mph to 20 mph, but in front of
Mountlake Terrace High School, it requires slowing from 30 mph to 20
mph. This is a significant change in speed, but very important and only for
short times during the day. Whether you are walking, driving, or peddling,
please do your part to keep Mountlake Terrace a safe community!

City Expands Terrace Creek Park
The City Council approved the purchase of a three-acre
parcel of undeveloped land adjacent to Terrace Creek Park.
The land was purchased using grant funds from Snohomish
County’s Conservation Futures Program for $270,000.
Snohomish County established the “Conservation
Futures Program” in 1988 to preserve open space, farmland,
agricultural land and timberland. The program is funded
through a levy on properties throughout the County.
The Harms Family owned the property for many years.
Ken Harms was a former Mountlake Terrace Recreation and
Parks Director back in the 1960s. Jo Harms explained that it
was the family’s wish that the land would provide more open
space to the city and be protected from development.
“On behalf of the city, I would like to thank Jo Harms and
her family for their generosity in offering this property to the
city,” stated Mayor Jerry Smith.
Terrace Creek Park, also known as “Candy Cane Park” is
a 60-acre park located along 48th Avenue, north of 236th
Street SW to 221st Street. It is the largest park in Mountlake
Terrace. Its amenities include paved and natural hiking trails,
a large playground, a gazebo, picnic tables, barbecue grills
and a grass field. It also features an 18-hole disc golf course.
For more information about Terrace Creek Park, contact
Recreation and Parks Director Jeff Betz at jbetz@ci.mlt.wa.us
or (425) 640-3101.
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Have a Magical Evening at National Night Out
Thanks to Premera Blue Cross – Main Sponsor

For the 19th consecutive year, the city will
host “National Night Out Against Crime”
this Tuesday, August 4 from 6:00-9:00 p.m.
at Evergreen Playfield (22205 56th Avenue
West). National Night Out is a family-friendly
event that combines entertainment, food
and community involvement for a fun-filled
evening. You can meet your neighbors, learn
more about the city and our community’s
businesses and agencies, and enjoy free food
and entertainment.
This year’s event features “The Magic of

Craig Martin” who will entertain on stage and
host a booth during the festival. Our popular
caricature artist, Steve Hartley, sponsored by the
Friends of the Arts, returns again and emcee and
musical entertainment is provided by DJ RT.
Other activities include dance performances,
martial arts demonstration, K-9 demonstration,
public safety vehicle tours, life-sized foosball
game, water walking balls and booths advertising
local businesses and service organizations.
“I’d like to thank Premera Blue Cross, our
headline sponsor, the local businesses who

donated money and supplies, and all the
volunteers who make this an award winning
event. Our goal is to provide a fun opportunity
to raise crime and drug prevention awareness,
strengthen community spirit, and get to know
one another,” stated Community Relations
Director Virginia Olsen.
The National Night Out Against Crime
campaign involves citizens, law enforcement
agencies, civic groups, businesses, neighborhood organizations and local officials. Join us
for a fabulous, fun-filled evening!

Council Adopts 2015 Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan) is a broad-based twentyyear plan that guides the city’s livability. Every eight years, the city is
required to do a major update. Our 2015 Comp Plan was adopted
on June 15 and submitted to the State of Washington by the
June 30 deadline.
The Plan reflects the community’s vision as a walkable, livable
and vibrant city. It is designed to accommodate projected population
and employment growth through the year 2035. The projections
indicate the city would grow from 20,909 to 24,767 residents (20122035) and provide 9,468 jobs, up from 7,174 jobs (2013-2035).
The adopted Plan includes goals, policies, and a land use map that
indicates where land use districts (such as single family, community
business, or industrial areas) are located throughout the city. Also,
actions to take, as well as capital investment needs, are identified to
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achieve the Plan’s vision. The Plan also makes the city eligible for
local, state and federal grants that could help implement the Plan.
A number of public meetings by the Planning Commission and
City Council as well as several open houses were held on the Comp
Plan over the past year. Most recently, the City Council held public
hearings on June 1 and 15 to take final input on the proposed Plan
that was later adopted.
“I’d like to thank the community for providing input on this
important planning document as well as the staff, Planning
Commission and my colleagues on the City Council for their hard
work on this project over the past year,” stated Mayor Jerry Smith.
The final Comprehensive Plan elements are posted on online at www.
cityofmlt.com/majorupdate. For more information, please call the Community and Economic Development Department at (425) 744-6207.
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More Fun at Evergreen Playfield
In addition to the new playground equipment
added to Evergreen Playfield Complex (22205
56th Avenue West) last year, more was added
this past spring. Funding for this project was
provided through a Community Development
Block Grant of $50,000 from Snohomish
County. Contingency funds were left over so
our city received an additional $35,000.
The Neighborhood Park Improvement
Subcommittee, consisting of volunteers who
live near each city park, reviewed proposals in
early March and narrowed down the choices
for the play equipment.
The top three recommendations were then
sent to some real experts on play equipment
– children who attend programs at the
Recreation Pavilion. By an overwhelming vote
from the children’s program participants, the
top choice was equipment geared for ages 2-5.
Additional benches and woodchips were also
added. This piece complements the equipment
added last year for older children.
For more information about the playground
equipment, contact Parks and Facilities
Superintendent Ken Courtmanch at (425)
776-1811 or kcourtmanch@ci.mlt.wa.us.

Thanks to Snohomish County for additional grant funding to buy more playground
equipment for Evergreen Playfield Complex, 22205 56th Avenue W.

Registration is OPEN for all

Adult Fall Sports Leagues

Basketball

Games Begin: September 7
2 Leagues: Mon & Wed
Men’s
10 Games, 10 Weeks
Registration: July 13-Aug 22

Volleyball

Softball

Matches Begin: September 8
All Matches: Tues
Co-Ed
10 Matches, 10 Weeks
Registration: July 13-Aug 22

Games Begin: August 23
Game Days Vary
Men’s, Women’s & Co-Ed
10 Games, All Double Headers
Registration: July 13-Aug 9

Register Today! Call 425-776-9173

All Leagues Officiated by Association Officials
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Vineyard Park Opens with Fanfare
Downtown Revitalization Moves Forward

Photo credit: MLTNews.com

Vineyard Park, the second major mixed-use project to open
downtown, had an exciting ribbon cutting ceremony in mid-July. About
50 city officials and guests turned out for the event that followed up
with an open house that included tours, cake and other refreshments.
Vineyard Park has 81 independent and assisted living apartments
as well as 29 memory care units at their 231st Street and 56th Avenue
location. “We are excited to be a positive addition to the Mountlake
Terrace community and its downtown revitalization, stated Kelley
Smith, Corporate Director of Sales and Marketing for CarePartners
Living LLC. “This event was a great opportunity to help us get to know
our neighbors better.”
The addition of Vineyard Park also brings visual upgrades to the
downtown including wider sidewalks, street trees, benches, street lights,
professional signage and more. These improvements are all part of the
Town Center design standards that new developments must adhere to.
The overhead utility wires will be undergrounded at a future date as
part of the Main Street Revitalization Project. Trenching for the future
undergrounding of utilities was included in the Vineyard Park project.
Not only does Vineyard Park bring a positive visual change to
the community, it has other benefits too. Ms. Smith noted that
Vineyard Park utilizes Mountlake Terrace businesses whenever

possible and they have met with city officials about partnerships and
sponsorship opportunities.
As noted in the VISION 2040 Award article (page 1), Vineyard Park
is the first project to utilize the city’s regional stormwater facility located
underneath the Civic Center parking lot. Using this facility saved
Vineyard Park money and buildable land by not having to construct
their own onsite stormwater facility. The Regional Stormwater Facility
is a great example of being good stewards of the environment while
stimulating the local economy and providing incentives for locating
new businesses in Mountlake Terrace.
Mountlake Senior Living, the next major mixed-use project, is now
under construction on 244th Street SW just east of 56th Avenue. Each
new development brings new jobs, sales tax revenue from construction,
improved walkability, and visual upgrades per Town Center design
standards. New jobs and additional tax revenue take some of the
burden off our residents and help the city afford to provide and
maintain services.
2015 POPULATION (21,090)
JOBS
COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES

+ 2.7% from 2014 to 2015
+ 5.7% from 2012 to 2013
+ 10.9% from 2012 to 2013

City Recognized as 2015 “Playful City USA”
The City of Mountlake Terrace was honored with a 2015 Playful City
USA designation for a consecutive year. This national program honors
cities and towns across the country for making their cities more playable.
“Playability is crucial to the success of our future communities,
and we are proud of the work these cities and leaders are doing to
provide a better quality of life for all residents, and especially families,”
says KaBOOM! President, James Siegal. “Play provides a competitive
advantage for cities looking to attract and retain residents. With these
esteemed leaders, and our friends and partners across the country, we
continue to prioritize play for all kids.”
“It’s a great honor for the City of Mountlake Terrace to receive this
designation,” stated Recreation and Parks Director Jeff Betz. “To be
honored is a tribute to all of the hard work the City Council, staff and
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citizens have done to make our city a
playful, wonderful place to live.”
Founded in 1996, KaBOOM! is
a national non-profit organization
dedicated to the goal of ensuring that
all children get the active play they
need to become healthy and successful adults. The Humana Foundation
was established in 1981 as the philanthropic arm of Humana Inc., a leading health care company.
For more information on the Playful City USA program, visit
www.playfulcityusa.org or call Jeff Betz, Recreation and Parks Director
at (425) 640-3101.
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“National Day of Service” Event

ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256
BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161 Ext. 7
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6207
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

On Saturday, September 12, join your friends
and neighbors for a fall park clean up event that
coincides with the National “Day of Service”
in remembrance of September 11. This event
encourages residents to engage in charitable
service as a tribute to the 9/11 victims, survivors,
and those who rose up in service in response to
the attacks.
Volunteers should bring gardening gloves and
hand tools if possible and meet at Ballinger Park
parking lot (23000 Lakeview Drive), at 9:00 a.m.
Groups should register in advance with Parks
and Facilities Superintendent Ken Courtmanch

at (425) 776-1811 so assignments can be planned
accordingly. Please come and join this community cleanup effort – rain or shine.
“One of the things I admire most about this
community is the way our volunteers give of their
time and talents to make Mountlake Terrace a
better place,” stated Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “I look forward to seeing our
dedicated volunteers and hope we’ll have a strong
turnout.”

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Library Board

Third Wednesday every other
month at 5:45 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Second Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
August 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
September 9, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
October 7, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

