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Vineyard Park Breaks Ground
in Town Center

MLT Seniors Lease
Ballinger Clubhouse
In November,
the City Council
approved a lease
agreement with
the Mountlake
Terrace Seniors
Group to manage
and use the Mickey Corso Community Clubhouse at
Ballinger Park.
The five-year lease
agreement allows the Mountlake Terrace Seniors Group to use
the facility for group activities and to rent the clubhouse to
other interested users. The benefits of the agreement include
an opportunity for the Seniors Group to expand programs for
the community’s growing senior population, while keeping the
facility open for public use. There will be a backup plan in the
agreement just in case the Seniors Group is unable to meet the
terms of the five-year lease.
The Lakeview Room is still available to rent and membership
information is available by contacting the Mountlake Terrace
Senior Center at (425) 672-2407 or mtseniors@comcast.net.
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ineyard Park, the Town Center’s second major mixed-use project since
the recent completion of Arbor Village, is now under construction.
Located on 56th Avenue West between 230th and 231st Streets (just
north of Rogers Market), Vineyard Park is a four-story, mixed-use assisted
living facility consisting of 80 residential units and 29 memory care spaces.
The project includes about 8,200 square feet of commercial space on the
street level, under-structure and surface parking, a pedestrian activity
area, shared open space, and landscaping. Vineyard Park will be near the
northern boundary of the city’s revitalizing Town Center district.
“Vineyard Park Mountlake Terrace is part of a greater community of
long-term care residences owned and operated by CarePartners,” said
Kelley Smith, a regional Director of Marketing for CarePartners. “They
work together to bring a wonderful living experience and great care to
hundreds of seniors in Seattle’s north end.”
Vineyard Park owners noted their interest in Mountlake Terrace
stemmed from the city’s vision and plan for the future of the Town
Center, along with its great regional location and close proximity to I-5,
Transit Center and future light rail service. In addition, CarePartners
said downtown Mountlake Terrace was chosen because there is a strong
market need in this area for a range of long-term care services and this
location will allow their residents to remain in close proximity to their
families verses being in a distant location.
Another benefit of the Town Center is having services nearby for
future residents including a grocery store, places to eat, medical services,
personal care and financial services, religious facilities, and community
facilities such as the Library, Veterans Memorial Park, Recreation
Pavilion and future City Hall.
Ms. Smith added, “We look forward to being a good partner with the
community, participating and contributing in any way we can.” Vineyard
Park is expected to open near the end of 2014.
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Snohomish County Awards City
With $330,000 in Grants for Parks

Snohomish County Executive John Lovick, Former County Councilmember Dave
Gossett and County Parks Director Tom Teigen presented the city with ceremonial
checks totaling $30,000 for improvements at Firefighters Memorial Park and
Bicentennial Park.

The city was awarded $300,000 by the Snohomish County Council for the acquisition of
a park and open space property adjacent to Terrace Creek Park. The Snohomish County
Conservation Futures Program is a grant program funded by a small tax on all properties
in the County which is dedicated to purchase and improvement of parks and open space
properties. The parcel for which the city received funding is a three-acre property adjacent
to Terrace Creek Park. The property is steeply sloped and abuts Lyon Creek. Vegetation on
the site is second growth forest with large conifers and native understory.
If the city is successful in purchasing the property, it will be maintained in its current
character for passive enjoyment and the benefits it provides to wildlife and the Lyon Creek
Watershed. The site may be accessed from the trail which runs east-west along the unopened
right of way of 228th and the trail that parallels Lyon Creek through the existing park.
Firefighters Memorial Park will be upgraded with a $20,000 grant for design, materials,
construction and installation of new playground equipment and site enhancements. In addition, $10,000 was received for design, materials, construction and installation of a gazebo
and other equipment at Bicentennial Park. The Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission and Neighborhood Parks Improvement Subcommittee will assist in the selection of the
amenities. This work will take place in the spring and be completed by the end of August.

You’re Invited…

City Manager Candidates Open House
Join us on Friday, January 24 to meet and greet the finalists for the Mountlake Terrace City
Manager position. The event will take place at the Mickey Corso Community Clubhouse at
Ballinger Park located at 23000 Lakeview Drive from 6-7:30 p.m. The recruitment for the
next City Manager began in the fall and a final decision is expected to be made around the
end of January following interviews with the City Council.
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Decant Facility
The decant facility will be used to settle wet
sediments collected during maintenance activities
for the water, sewer, and stormwater utility
systems. The decanted water is then discharged
to the sanitary sewer for treatment at a wastewater
treatment plant. The sediments are reused or sent
to a landfill if contaminated. The decant facility
improvements include the decant basins, a threesided metal building, outside material storage
areas and site paving. It will be constructed west
of the city’s Operations Facility on 215th Street
SW. Construction began in September and will be
completed in the spring.
228th Street SW & Cedar Way Overlay
& Rechannelization and 2013 Citywide
Safety Program
These two projects are combined. The overlay
and rechannelization project will restore roadway
pavement with an overlay of hot mix asphalt on
228th Street SW from 39th to 44th Avenues W
and on Cedar Way from 227th to 232nd Streets
SW. Other work includes minor improvements to
drainage facilities, adding or upgrading curb ramps,
installing new pavement markings, and upgrading
the traffic signal at 228th and 44th. The new
channelization will provide bike lanes on 228th
and on Cedar Way. The citywide safety project
improves pedestrian crossings with Rectangular
Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) installations at the
following five intersections: 228th & 56th, 229th
Place & 44th, 222nd & 66th, 238th & 56th, and
228th & 42nd Place. The RRFBs will be similar to
those at 216th & 68th. Both projects are funded
in part by Federal Highway Administration grants.
Construction begins this month.
Town Center Regional Stormwater Facility
The regional facility will provide stormwater
treatment and downstream flood control for a
tributary area of about 13 acres in the city’s downtown
core. It will be located below the Mountlake Terrace
Library parking lot on Civic Center property at
232nd Street SW and 58th Avenue W. Following
installation of the underground stormwater facility,
the parking lot will be reconstructed, which will
increase the number of accessible and general
purpose parking spaces available to library patrons.
Construction begins this month.
Continued on next page

CityHappenings

Evergreen Awards Build
Community Pride

Council Highlights
December

• Edmonds School District Presentation
• Police Department Presentations
• Adopted Growing Transit Communities Compact
Resolution
• Approved Interlocal Agreement for the Lake Ballinger/
McAleer Creek Watershed Forum
• Approved Agreement with Verdant for Therapy Pool Grant
• Updated on City Manager Recruitment
• Discussed Solid Waste Contract
• Economic Alliance Snohomish County Annual Report
• Awarded Contract for the Town Center Stormwater Facility

2013 Evergreen Award Winners
Andorra
Arbor Village
Rogelio & Maria Cornejo
Marvin Eikevik
Ray & Yohko Farley
Janice Fleming
Chris Gallagher

Gene Juarez Academy
& Salon
Alex & Dianna Gibson
George & Jan Gunn
Andy & Amanda Inman
Josh & Christi Lee
Marianne Lee
Cody & Amy McCoy

Tony Parente
Carol & Donna Peterson
Jose & Jenna Rodriguez
Ryco
Pamela Singh
Tall Cedars
Michael Yi

• Adopted Ordinance to Amend 2014 Salary Schedule
• Approved Agreement For Acquiring Property with
Conservation Futures Funds
• Approved Redstone Lease Agreement Amendment &
Exercised Option to Renew
• Public Hearing & Adopted Comprehensive Plan
Amendments Ordinance

November
• Reviewed Draft Recreation & Park District Ordinance
• Third Quarter Financial Report and Performance Measures

The 2013 Evergreen Awards were a great success with about 70 guests representing 34 honorees attending a recognition reception last fall. The Evergreen Award
Program has made quite an impact in upgrading our community image. Property
owners have worked hard to improve their properties and the program has helped
build relations among neighbors and a connection between nominees and the city.
“When the program was created, we did not anticipate what a positive impact it
would have in terms of community outreach with our citizens,” stated Community
Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “It’s a great opportunity to talk with property
owners while we are out taking photos. For most people, this program is their only
contact with the city, and it’s really enjoyable to see how much pride they have and
to share it with others.”
If you would like to nominate a property, please email their address at cityhall@
ci.mlt.wa.us and tell us what you like about the property. You can also call community Relations Director Virginia Olsen at (425) 744-6206. Nomination forms for 2014
will also be available online. The nomination period closes in late May. Categories
include Best Maintained Residence, Best Maintained Business, Best Maintained
Multifamily Property, Most Sustainable, and Best Transformation.
Thanks to everyone who participated this year and our hope is that the program
will continue to grow in popularity, as former winners and nominees help us find
the following year’s award winners. Congratulations to our 2013 winners!

• Recognized Eagle Scouts for Park Projects
• Adopted 2014-2018 Recreation & Park Fees Resolution
• Adopted Resolution to Establish Employee HRA VEBA
Program
• Public Hearing on Revenue Sources Including 2014
Property Tax
• Adopted GO Levy Property Tax Levy Resolution
• Adopted EMS Levy Resolution
• Adopted 2014 Property Tax Ordinance
• Public Hearing & Adopted 2013-2014 Budget Modification
Ordinance
• Public Hearing & Adopted Business License Requirements
Ordinance for I-502 Implementation
• Adopted Zoning Regulations Ordinance for I-502
Implementation
• Presentation in Recognition of Board & Commission
Members
• Approved Professional Services Contract with The
Johnston Group
• Approved Southwest Recycling & Transfer Station
Mitigation Agreement

236th Street SW Pedestrian Accessibility Improvements
This project will construct 16 new curb ramps in the existing sidewalks at the corners
of the intersections along 236th Street SW between 48th and 56th Avenues W. There
are currently only two curb ramps along this section of 236th. The sidewalk ramps
will be constructed in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
requirements. Construction is scheduled to begin in early spring.
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• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish County
for Community Development Block Grant
• Public Hearing & Adopted Shoreline Management
Ordinance
• Approved Lease with Mountlake Terrace Seniors Group for
Use of Clubhouse
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Economic Development Program Benefits
Now that the “Great Recession” is beginning to recede, more jobs and
businesses are locating or expanding in Mountlake Terrace. Residential
development is on the upswing too.

Economic Indicators
JOBS:
2013 jobs – 398 more than 2012
2012 jobs – 63 more than 2011

NEW BUSINESSES:
65 new businesses in 2013
39 new businesses in 2012

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS:
Currently, 49 projects are being planned or built in Mountlake
Terrace. For an online map view, go to: http://www.cityofmlt.com/
cityServices/development/developmentActivities.htm. When you
click on an icon, information about the project will appear. The
projects employ people to build them and later to staff them, while
also paying taxes that support the community.
Examples of new businesses in 2013 with 10 or more employees are:
• Gene Juarez Academy & Salon
• Falck Northwest
• Coastal Healthcare Consulting
• Emerald City Engineers
• Imagine Behavioral & Development Services
• S.L. Start & Associates, LLC
• WorkSource Mountlake Terrace
Here is an update on key new private development projects:
• Arbor Village, a five-story mixed use development with 10,000
square feet of commercial space in the Town Center (southeast

corner of 56th and 236th), had its grand opening in late August.
• Vineyard Park, an assisted living facility in the Town Center
(on 56th Avenue between 230th and 231st streets), is under
construction.
• Diamond Knot’s Brewpub at MLT (renovation of an existing
building in the “Town Square” block at 56th Avenue W and
232nd Street SW, next to Double DD Meats) is expected to open
in February. The new brewpub restaurant will seat 250, offer
specialty beer brewed on site, and be a venue for events.
• Mountlake Senior Living, a four-story development (in the Town
Center near 244th Street and 56th Avenue) with 96 residential
units for adults 55 and over, along with 3,000 square feet of
commercial/retail space on the ground floor, has its permits
ready and will start construction soon.
• Hall Lake Townhomes (at 5913 212th Place SW) opened and all
units were quickly sold.
• Several other new townhome projects (totaling 53 units) have
been permitted to begin construction.
With over 6,783 jobs and 435 licensed businesses (plus 253 licensed
home occupations), Mountlake Terrace is a complete community, not just
a bedroom community. It has jobs, businesses, parks, schools, all types of
homes, and more.
The city has an economic development office too. The office provides
information to existing and potential businesses and helps win grants for
city improvement projects.
Most businesses in Mountlake Terrace seem genuinely happy with their
decision to locate and operate in Mountlake Terrace. Some of them are
expanding and new businesses are being added.

Interim City Hall Lease Renewed

In December, the City Council approved a five-year extension to continue
renting the Interim City Hall in the Redstone Corporate Building located
at 6100 219th Street SW. City services originally moved into the building
in 2009 pending voter approval of bonds to construct a new City Hall/
Civic Center. Relocating City Hall to the Redstone building was brought
about by the 2008 encapsulated asbestos ceiling collapse in the 1960s-era
City Hall building.
Following an extensive public process, a citizen task force
recommended going to voters for approval of a bond measure to
finance a new City Hall on city-owned property located at 58th Avenue
W and 232nd Street SW. Although two bond measures received a
majority of the vote, they did not receive the required 60% approval for
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Mountlake Terrace
Organizations such as the Mountlake Terrace Business
Association offer networking and other opportunities for
business people.
For more information on the city’s economic development
opportunities or business needs, call (425) 744-6230 or go
online at www.cityofmlt.com and click on “For Businesses”.
Good transportation helps economic development prosper.
Mountlake Terrace has numerous streets and intersections that
provide lots of transportation options. More sidewalks and
bicycle lanes are being added as funds permit. The city is also
home to a major Transit Center and Freeway Station with
express bus service — and growing ridership.
Sound Transit is now planning for a light rail station at
236th and I-5, to be completed in 2023. An option for a
future station at 220th and I-5 is being studied. The light
rail line and any station would be mostly in existing I-5 rightof-way and on state-owned land. A final layout is a year or
two away.
Meanwhile, design of the “Main Street Revitalization
Project” has begun. The project will provide more walkability in the Town Center, improve traffic flow, replace failing pavement, add street trees and energy-efficient lights,
and take the power underground. (See the August 2013
issue of City Happenings for more information on this
improvement project.) It will be attractive to businesses —
and more useable and pleasant for the whole community.

without voter-approved financing. Additionally, because publicly-owned
property is not subject to property tax, if the city were to purchase a
building, the property would be removed from the city’s assessed
valuation for property tax calculations, and the community would lose
that property’s share of tax funding.
Earlier this year, the city engaged in discussions with Redstone’s
brokers to establish the fair market rental rate, if the city exercised the
option to renew. Although the discussions were temporarily delayed by
the sale of the Redstone building, once the sale was finalized the new
owners of Redstone moved quickly to meet and identify the city’s needs.
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Following negotiations, the Redstone’s new owners agreed to extend
the lease term to a five-year period with a lower base rental rate than the
city paid in 2013. The new owners also agreed to waive three months
of base rent in 2014.
How has the city been paying the rent for Interim City Hall? Savings
in expenditures, unanticipated revenue and General Fund reductions
have been directed toward the rent over the past few years to lower the
amount drawn on the Bond Anticipation Note. For 2014 onward, the
City Council approved budget modifications in November to reduce
expenditures in the 2014 Budget and the city’s adopted six-year financial
forecast has the new lease payments built in through 2019.
Some of the budget reductions include eliminating funding for the
Tree Lighting event, reducing the city newsletter from six to four issues,
reducing non-mandated travel and training, reducing printing and
postage for citywide mailings (using more online communications),
reduced park maintenance, lower insurance costs, and leaving vacant
positions open along with redeployments within the Police Department.
In 2013, additional savings was identified through the retirement of a
Department Director and refinanced loan payments.
The City Council will likely discuss long-term plans for funding a new
City Hall and other aging city facilities at their 2014 goal setting retreat.
This meeting will take place after a new City Manager is onboard.
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Stormwater Program Manager Mike Shaw led a Forum tour of McAleer Creek at the Nile Golf Course.

Watershed Forum Addressing Flooding Issues
The Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Watershed Forum was officially
created in 2008 when the Cities of Edmonds, Lake Forest Park,
Lynnwood, Mountlake Terrace and Shoreline along with Snohomish
County formed an interlocal agreement to address water quantity and
water quality issues within the drainage basin.
After a large storm event caused serious flooding in 2007, the cities
in this watershed began discussions to support a joint plan to set
specific goals to protect the watershed. Discussions were held with State
Senators, Representatives and the Federal Congressional delegation.
The action plan, completed in 2009, was developed with a $200,000
appropriation through the state’s Department of Ecology.
Lake Ballinger has had a variety of water quality and quantity issues
as far back as 1942 when the first court-ordered lake level was set.
The Mountlake Terrace City Council has led the effort to promote
the regional efforts to address stewardship of the watershed as among
the highest environmental priorities in the area. Mayor Jerry Smith
serves as Chair and the city provides administrative support to the
Forum. Currently, the Forum is comprised of the Cities of Edmonds,
Lake Forest Park, Mountlake Terrace and Snohomish County. A few
recent and ongoing projects by Forum members include:
City of Edmonds – Outlet Study with Northwest Hydraulics
In 2013, the City of Edmonds hired Northwest Hydraulic Consultants
to update modeling of the Lake Ballinger watershed. The revised models
focused on simulating the lake level to assess its response to the lake
outlet control structure or weir. The updated models helped quantify
the impact of flood levels for the McAleer Creek culvert replacement
project and to theoretical modifications of the outlet control weir. The
models can be used to assess future changes in the watershed and to

revise the FEMA floodplain delineation of Lake Ballinger.
City of Lake Forest Park – McAleer Creek Bypass Retrofit
In 2007-09, the City of Lake Forest Park performed a flood reduction
study that determined the intake facility becomes obstructed with
debris from the stream reducing its ability to bypass flows by up to 40%.
As a result, the plan identified a retrofit project that would increase
the capacity of the facility to bypass high flows. The planning level
cost estimate for this project was $250,000. The State of Washington
appropriated funding for this project in 2010 to be administered
through the Department of Transportation.
City of Mountlake Terrace – McAleer Creek Culvert Removal
Project
The City of Mountlake Terrace recently completed a portion of a
culvert removal project on McAleer Creek between Lake Ballinger and
Interstate 5. The project removes three existing 60” culverts installed
in the early 1980’s at the Nile Golf Course. A new full span bridge
was installed that allows full stream passage under the structure. Fish
friendly gravel was placed under the bridge and vegetation was planted
in areas disturbed by the work.
The Hall Creek Culvert Removal Project, completed in 2012,
replaced the culverts with the natural stream and constructed a
pedestrian bridge that allows walkers to cross over the creek from the
Lake Ballinger neighborhood to Ballinger Park. The creek was restored
with tree roots and native plantings to anchor the stream banks and
provide quality habitat. The removal of four culverts at the 230th Street
SW crossing of Hall Creek has helped alleviate serious flooding issues.
During large rainfall events in the past, the creek often overtopped the
roadway and occasionally caused flood damage to homes.

Center for Healthy Living is Now Open to the Public
The Center for Healthy Living, supported
by a five-year grant from the Verdant Health
Commission, is offering a wide variety
of services for seniors and people with
disabilities. Senior Services of Snohomish
County operates the new facility, which is
located at 4100 Alderwood Mall Boulevard
in Lynnwood.
The types of services offered include aging
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and disability resources, health insurance
information, multicultural services, food
and nutrition services, transportation
services, wellness programs, dental services,
mental health services and family caregiver
support.
The Center is affiliated with Senior Centers in Edmonds, Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace. The new center, which is in

Mountlake
Terrace

Public Hospital Health District No. 2, will
serve about 40% of Snohomish County’s
population. The Center is partnering with
the University of Washington Dental Program to offer geriatric dental care.
The Center is open Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more
information, go to www.adrhelp.org/index or
call (425) 290-1247.
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Keep Informed About
Winter Weather
The city prepares for winter weather by clearing streets
and storm drains, prepositioning sand bags, de-icing roads,
and prioritizing snow plow routes. We ask that you help
the city by keeping the storm drains near your home clear
of leaves, debris, snow and ice to prevent local flooding.
When it snows, city plows concentrate efforts on primary routes to accommodate fire, medical and police response, as well as Community Transit, school buses and
commuter traffic. These roads are shown in red on the
map. If it continues to snow, the city will only plow primary routes.
When the snow stops and all primary routes are clear,
plows will move to secondary roads and once those are
cleared, plows will move into neighborhoods. If it starts
snowing again, the plows will return to the primary routes
and the process will start over.
The city is proactive in posting emergency information
on our website, www.cityofmlt.com, with more frequent
updates on Facebook and Twitter (find links on our website). Here we will post updated information about facility
closures, garbage pick up, snow plowing, etc.
Residents and businesses are encouraged to sign up to
receive up-to-date emergency notifications through the
MyStateUSA Alert Sense System to warn people quickly

When Weather and Road Conditions
Interrupt Waste Collection

Snow and icy conditions may interrupt your regular weekly waste
collection. Should that happen, here is the schedule:
Garbage & Recycling
Next regularly scheduled collection day.
Yard Debris
On Saturday following the interrupted collection.
Multifamily/Commercial
As soon as conditions improve. In some commercial areas, WM
may collect after regular hours or on Saturdays to catch up.
Call Waste Management at (425) 481-1100, visit www.wmnorthwest.
com, and check the city’s Facebook and Twitter pages for updates.

when hazardous weather or
other emergencies may affect
the local area. You may elect
to receive alerts by e-mail or
text message by clicking on
the “Public Alert Sign Up”
link on our website’s home
page. The alert system allows
individuals without landline
phone service to link their
address and cell phone to receive notifications affecting
their registered location.

cityofmlt.com

7

6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200
PO Box 72
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043

presorted standard
us postage paid
city of Mountlake
terrace, WA

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
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P r i nt e d w i t h S o y B a s e d In k s .

CityDirectory
Animal Control
(425) 744-6256
Building Permits
(425) 744-6267
Business Licenses
(425) 744-6211
city manager
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
Engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire Business Line
(425) 551-1200
Library
(425) 776-8722
Passports
(425) 744-6224
Pet Licenses
(425) 670-8260
Planning
(425) 744-6266
Police Business
(425) 670-8260
Public Works
(425) 670-8264
Pavilion & Pool
(425) 776-9173
Recycling & Transfer Station
(425) 388-3425
Street Lights Out
(425) 670-8264
Traffic Ticket/VIOLATIONS Bureau
(425) 744-6228
Utility Billing
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Grant Received for
New Therapy Pool
The city was awarded a $75,000 grant for building a therapy pool at the Recreation Pavilion
from The Verdant Health Commission Public Hospital District No. 2 Building Healthy
Communities Fund.
“The new therapy pool will be built in the same location and with the same basic footprint as the
current 20-year-old hot tub, which has reached the end of its lifespan,” said Recreation Manager
Jeff Betz. “It is expected to open sometime in 2014.”
New decking will be installed around the pool that will offer better access for people with
mobility problems. The new therapy pool will be made available for physical therapists for their
rehabilitation of patients, drop-in customers and for fitness classes.
The Recreation Pavilion is located at 5303 228th Street SW.
For more information on the therapy pool, please contact
Recreation Manager Jeff Betz at (425) 640-3101 or jbetz@ci.mlt.wa.us.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday every other
month at 5:45 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission

Planning Commission

Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Second Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
Wednesday
January 8, 8 a.m.
Jungle Room
Wednesday
February 12, 6 p.m.
Jungle Room
Wednesday
March 12, 8 a.m.
Jungle Room
Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

