CityHappenings
Mountlake
Mou
untlake Terrace

JUNE 2010
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Together Toward Vision
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he vision for a vibrant Mountlake Terrace is on its way to reality.
Public infrastructure and transit improvements are already
underway. With the demolition of the old Civic Center and a
variety of private investment projects in the works, the revitalization of
our downtown is beginning to take shape.
This spring, the city approved the most significant project yet to
be designed under the new Town Center Design Standards. (See the
graphic above for illustration.) The project is a 5-story mixed-use project
and includes retail on the ground floor with residential units above
near 56th and 236th within the Town Center. It includes pedestrian
activity areas, landscaping, parking, and open space.
Another proposed project, Vineyard Park, is a 4-story mixed-use
project to be located on the Distinctive Countertop and Electric-City
parcels. It too will have commercial space on the ground floor with
living units above. Other projects in the city range from adding light
industrial space (in a part of the Melody Hill neighborhood already
zoned for light industry) to adding townhomes (in the northeastern
portion of the city and in the Town Center).
Near the Library, the Mountlake Terrace Business Association
has opened a Farmers Market on 58th Avenue where every Thursday
shoppers are enjoying farm-fresh fruits, vegetables, flowers, honey and
other local farm products.
These examples are just a few of the city’s efforts to bring the private
and public sectors together to move forward economic development
initiatives that will be catalysts for the redevelopment and revitalization
of our community, particularly in the Town Center.
In total, approximately 45 development projects are on the horizon
for Mountlake Terrace, with several in the Town Center area.
These projects are projected to bring $65-$100 million in private
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investment to our community. For comparative
purposes, new construction city-wide has averaged
approximately $15-20 million annually for the past
20 years.
A number of public investment projects are also
underway and will benefit the redevelopment of our
downtown. These include: 1) downtown water main
system replacement; 2) 230th Street Reconstruction;
3) Energy Conservation “Tool Kit,” a development
review and inspection process in partnership with
a private sector partner, Urban Innovations Group
(UIG), that will result in more energy-efficient
development in the Town Center; and 4) EnergyEfficient Transportation Choices Project to plan
for Sound Transit light rail and transit-oriented
story continued on page 4

Farmers Market Grand Opening
The Mountlake Terrace Business Association successfully opened
the city’s first farmers market on Thursday, May 6 under cloudy skies
that turned clear. Pictured above are members of the Farmers Market
Steering Committee along with Graphic Designer David Gilbert (with
infant in front), Premera Blue Cross Director Tom Hebner, and City
Councilmembers John Zambrano and Kyoko Matsumoto Wright.
The market runs each Thursday from 3-7pm through September at
the corner of 58th Avenue and 232nd Street to the eastern entrance to
the Civic Campus. See page 8 for related article.
Left to Right: Don Ross, Vic Sood, Bob Downing, David Gilbert,
Judy Ryan, Steve Lahti, Tom Hebner, John Zambrano, Don Andrews
and Kyoko Matsumoto Wright.
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Volunteers Hit the Mark

JULY 6
Public Hearing on Zoning Code Amendment
Ordinance to end Moratorium on Conditional
Uses in Single-Household Zoning Districts.
JULY 6
Public Hearing on Zoning Code Amendment
Ordinance to Amend Requirements for Animals
and Transferring Enforcement Authority to
Police Department.
JULY 6
Public Hearing on Building Code and Fire Code
Update Ordinances.
AUGUST 16
Public Hearing on Stormwater Code Update
Ordinance.

Council Reaffirms
Goals for 2010-2012
G
The City Council formally adopted their goals
for
f 2010-2012 at a day-long retreat in February. The
six
s Council goals and priorities include protecting
the
t city’s finances, economic development, capital
infrastructure
i
needs, and community outreach.
The
T complete list of goals is as follows:

Thank you to all of our hard--

working and dedicated volunteerss
who made the May 15 park clean up
p
a huge success! Armed with shovels,,
pitchforks, pruners and paint brushes,,
about 100 volunteers came together to
o
beautify our parks and trails. This year’ss
focus was Bicentennial Park. Families,,
d
church groups, individual citizens and
service organizations participated this
year and removed 260 yards of debris.
One Brier couple even donated the
services of their two goats who helped
remove blackberry bushes. In addition
to clearing the overgrown vegetation, the
park’s fences, benches and gazebo were
given a fresh coat of paint to help spruce
up this quiet five-acre park.
While Bicentennial Park was getting
its makeover, other volunteers helped
remove invasive species along the
Terrace Creek Park Trail. The Mountlake
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➧ Protect and Enhance the City’s Financial
Health and Stability;
➧ Generate Economic Development
throughout the Community;
➧ Review and Prioritize Capital Infrastructure Needs and Implement Projects;
Terrace Garden
T
G d
Club
Cl b participated
ti i t d by
b
planting a flowering cherry tree in honor
of one of their members, Carol Lytle,
who passed away last year. The tree was
planted at the city entryway site at 48th
Avenue W and 244th Street SW.
Following the work party, the City
Council prepared lunch for all the volunteers in front of the Library at the Civic
Campus. Several residents who live near
Bicentennial Park expressed their
appreciation for all the volunteers who
contributed at the event. The results
are noticeable!

➧ Develop and Implement a Strategy to
Address the City’s Aging Public Facilities;
➧ Develop and Implement Effective
Communication and Outreach with the
Community; and Maintain Appropriate
and Essential Public Services in a Cost
Effective Manner and,
➧ Maintain Appropriate and Essential Public
Services in a Cost Effective Manner.
The Council goals and work plan provide the
foundation for the city’s 2011-2012 Biennial
Budget as well as the six-year financial forecast that
will be developed and updated, respectively later
in the year.
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Ballinger Lake Golf Course
Receives High Honors
Rated as Top Three Course North of Seattle
Scenic Ballinger Lake Golf Course
was featured as one of the top three
courses north of Seattle in the April
2010 issue of Cascade Golfer which
has a local circulation of over 100,000
throughout the Puget Sound Region.
Owned by the City of Mountlake
Terrace and professionally managed and maintained by Hardy Golf,
LLC, the course shared the top three
honors with first
place Kayak Point
and second place
Harbour Point.
In his description
of the course,
Author Ryan Amos
emphasized the
beautiful views of
Lake Ballinger especially at sunset and
the natural setting with abundant
wildlife including Bald Eagles and
waterfowl.
In the 2009 Best of Western
Washington contest, Ballinger
Lake Golf Course Pro Shop ranked
among the top five, behind several
well-known chains.

Ballinger Lake Golf Course, at just
over 2,500 yards, plays like the front
nine of an 18-hole golf course. A fairly
flat course, Ballinger has plenty of
trees, water and out of bounds areas
that demand accuracy. Built in 1958,
Ballinger had a $1.7 million renovation
in 1999, with upgrades making it more
challenging and appealing. Ballinger
Lake Golf Course is perfect for golfers
looking for a quick,
affordable round.
Tyrone and Carol
Hardy, owners of
Hardy Golf, LLC,
have managed the
course since 2005.
“We enjoy providing
g o l fe r s w i t h a n
excellent round of golf in a comfortable
setting and exceptional customer
service,” said Tyrone Hardy, a Class
“A” PGA Golf Professional.
For more information on Ballinger
Lake Golf Course or to schedule a tee
time, please call (425) 697-4653 or access
the website at www.ballingerlakegolf.com.

Preschool & School Age Day Camps ▪ Swimming Lessons
Dance Camps & Classes ▪ Youth Sports Camps ▪ Yoga Aquatic
Camps ▪ Swim Team ▪ Adult Athletics ▪ Land & Water Fitness ▪
Field Trips ▪ Lifeguard Training ▪ Babysitter’s Training & more!

Mountlake Terrace Recreation & Parks

5303 228th St SW ▪ Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
www.mltrec.com ▪ 425-776-9173
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Council Highlights

May

• Recognized Premera Blue Cross Contributions to the
Mountlake Terrace Community
• Presented with Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting for 2008
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
• Approved Interlocal Agreement for South Snohomish
County Narcotics Task Force
• Approved Surplus Vehicles
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Department of
Agriculture for 2010 Waterfowl Management Program
• Updated on Shoreline Management Plan
• Adopted Resolution in Support of Bicycle Education
Safety and Skills Training Program
• Adopted Emergency Ordinance to Establish
Moratorium in the Freeway/Tourist Zone
• Report by Recreation and Park Advisory Commission
• Report by Community Policing Advisory Board
• Approved Agreement for Energy Conservation Project
• Approved Agreement for Design Services for the Hall
Creek Culvert Removal and Sewer Replacement
Project
• Approved Fleet Equipment Purchase
• Adopted Ordinance Establishing Parking Restrictions
on 52nd and 58th Avenues West
• Adopted 2010 Budget Amendment Carryovers
Ordinance
• Adopted Ordinance Providing for the Submission to
the Voters of the City at a Special Election to be held
in Conjunction with the Statewide General Election
on November 2, 2010, of a Proposition Authorizing
the City to Issue its General Obligation Bonds for the
Purpose of Constructing a Civic Campus

April
• Updated by South Snohomish County District
Court Judges
• Briefed on 2009 Year End Crime Statistics and Code
Enforcement Report
• Briefed on 2009 Year End Performance Measures
• Reviewed Zoning Code Amendment Ordinance to
Allow Temporary Farmers Market Signs
• Reviewed and Prioritized Unfunded Capital Projects
• Approved Funding Agreement for CDBG for 222nd
Sidewalk Project
• Appointed Interim Arts Advisory Commission Member
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Traffic
Violations Bureau
• Public Hearing and Adopted Zoning Code
Amendment Ordinance to Allow Temporary Farmers
Market Signs in Certain Locations
• Reviewed Telecommunications Code Amendment
Ordinance
• Adopted 2010-2012 City Council Goals
• Approved Interlocal Agreement for Snohomish
Regional Drug Task Force
• Report by Arts Advisory Commission
• Approved Farmers Market Agreement
• Public Hearing and Adopted Telecommunications
Code Ordinance
• Reviewed Pavement Marking Options
ns for
212th Street Overlay Project
• Updated on Civic Campus
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Public & Private Sectors Work Together Toward Vision continued from page 1
development near I-5 and 236th Street. Future projects include the
Lakeview Trail, a bicycle and pedestrian route that will connect the
new Mountlake Terrace Transit Center to the Interurban Trail, and
a storm water detention and water quality improvement project.
Public transit investments also continue to move forward.
Sound Transit is constructing the express bus station in the I-5
median that will connect via a pedestrian bridge to the newly
opened parking garage at the adjacent Mountlake Terrace Transit
Center. When it is completed in early 2011, the Freeway Station
will provide Mountlake Terrace with Sound Transit express bus
service that will enable buses to pick up and drop off commuters
inside the freeway median. In a few years more, a light rail station,
approved by the voters as part of Sound Transit 2, will start getting
built in this vicinity to provide a fast, efficient link to Northgate,
the University of Washington, downtown Seattle, Sea Tac Airport,
and other destinations. And light rail creates even more incentives
for redevelopment of our downtown.
The city will begin to evaluate how other economic tools provided
by the State can be obtained for Town Center infrastructure

improvements (e.g., 56th Avenue West Reconstruction between
230th to 236th, East/West Town Square Circulator, and Town
Center Public Plaza). These tools will build upon the public
investments already underway and, in turn, help promote and
attract more economic development into our downtown.
Lastly, the City Council directed an economic development
program be included as part of 2011/2012 Biennial Budget to
provide the continued leadership and strategic guidance concerning
economic development community-wide.
These significant local investments are beginning to spark
positive changes in our community to create new jobs, housing
choices, and overall improvement in our community’s livability.
The benefit to our community will be immediate as our Town
Center will exemplify sustainable development, providing a place
that the community can take pride and delight in visiting.
The result will be a downtown that will honor our community’s
vision and becomes a destination for all residents and visitors
creating a real “sense of place” in Mountlake Terrace. See Town
Center Investments Map on next page.

TOUR DE TERRACE
July 30, 31, August 1
Evergreen Playfield • 22205 56th Avenue W
Tour de Terrace, a three-day Seafairsanctioned festival, is the biggest event of the
year. Planned and orchestrated by volunteers
of our community, Tour de Terrace kicks off
on Friday night, July 30, with a parade down
56th Avenue with the Seattle Motorcycle
Drill Team, Seafair Pirates and the Lake
City Vigilantes leading the way to Evergreen
Playfield. Come enjoy the beer garden
and bandstand with live entertainment, a
carnival, street fair, food and vendor booths.
The fun continues Saturday morning with
a pancake breakfast and classic car show.
Saturday evening closes with a spectacular
f ireworks show. A variety of musical
entertainment is featured throughout the
weekend–admission is free! More fun and
festivities follow on Sunday with additional
music, street fair, and carnival rides. It’s fun
for the entire family.

Remind
er:
Fireworks
Not
Permitted
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Parade Begins at 6:45 pm

Please celebrate
cell
your Independence
Day safely. The
T City of Mountlake Terrace
would like to
to remind citizens and guests
to our city th
that
h personal use fireworks are
illegal. It is u
unlawful for any person to sell,
possess, use, transfer,
tr
discharge, and ignite or
“explode any fireworks” within the City of
Mountlake Terrace.
A fireworks show, planned as part of the

Tour de Terrace festival, will be sponsored by the
city on Saturday evening, July 31. Public fireworks
displays are allowed under certain conditions
including obtaining a state license, city permit
and proper insurance.
For more information about fireworks laws,
please contact the Police Department at (425)
670-8260.
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“Public & Private
Sectors” see pages
1 and 4
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Cities of Similar Size

A report on 2009 finances to the City Council showed another
successful year. During perhaps the darkest economic period since the
Great Depression, our community is in the enviable position of being
able to maintain basic municipal services, while other communities
throughout the country are cutting back those same services.
This is due in large part to the prudent financial discipline our
City Council has implemented. Among other things, the Council
has committed to maintaining a balanced budget, adhering to a
six-year financial forecast and continuing to focus on living within
our means.
Mountlake Terrace is accustomed to delivering high-quality
services to the community for less money than our counterparts in
the region. While many communities are just now reacting to this
economy, the Mountlake Terrace City Council has been proactive
over the past few years. We will continue this proactive approach in
2010 and beyond, as we did in 2008 and 2009. For example, the city
continues to proactively pursue state and federal funding to upgrade
our aging infrastructure with new construction, which in turn
reduces what residents have to pay locally. As a result, the city has
leveraged over $3.9 million in outside federal and state funding for

Upcoming Construction
230th Street SW Reconstruction Project
The project includes bike lanes, sidewalks
and parking lanes. The improvements include
sidewalk ramps, drainage improvements, a
new water main, and a revised vertical street
profile to improve sight distance at 61st. Construction should be complete in September.
222nd Sidewalk Connection
The project will complete the sidewalk on
the north side of 222nd Street SW between
58th and 60th Avenues W. Sidewalk ramps and
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Neighboring Cities

capital improvements. These strategies will continue so that services
to our residents will not have to be reduced.
The city will also continue to focus on a wide range of private,
public and transit economic development initiatives that all serve
as catalysts for the revitalization of our community, particularly in
the Town Center. These projects will provide additional retail and
professional services to the community, as well as new housing
choices especially in the Town Center area, which is the centerpiece
of the city’s economic development strategy where private investment
and nearby public facilities will bring new relevance and vitality to
the community.
The work and partnerships undertaken today will provide the
foundation for reinvestment when the next economic cycle begins.
These investments and the generation of new revenues from
redevelopment and revitalization in our community will bolster the
city’s ability to continue to provide top-notch municipal services for
which our community has become accustomed.
In the meantime, we will continue to evaluate revenues and
expenditures on a regular basis and allocate resources in a manner
that ensures the city’s financial health and stability.

drainage improvements are planned for the
intersection of 222nd and 60th. A stairway is
planned for the south entrance of Jack Long
Park, where the new sidewalk passes the frontage. Construction is scheduled for July.
2010 Street Chip Seal Program
The streets to be chip sealed are within the
area bounded by 66th Avenue on the West,
220th on the South, 48th Avenue on the East
and 212th on the North. Nearly four centerline
miles of city streets will receive this pavement
preservation treatment. Prior to the chip seal
work, city crews will complete repairs where
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the underlying asphalt has deteriorated. An
additional area of 236th between Cedar Way
and 54th Avenue W may be included if project
bids are favorable or additional funding
becomes available. Construction is scheduled
for July or August.
2010 Street Overlay Program
In a joint project with the City of
Lynnwood, 212th between 44th and 52nd will
be repaved. The work includes new sidewalk
ramps and new pavement markings.
Construction is scheduled for summer.
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Voters to Decide Future of Civic Campus
On May 17, the City Council adopted an
ordinance to place a capital bond proposal to
build a new Civic Campus on the November
ballot for voter consideration.
A new Civic Campus has been the topic of
study by numerous Mountlake Terrace City
Councils since the 1980s. The current City
Council has followed a very deliberate and
methodical process to move the city closer to
final consideration.
In 2008, the Council appointed an
11-member Citizen Task Force to make
recommendations on replacing the city’s
aging public facilities. Their efforts included
providing a fresh perspective of the situation,
numerous opportunities for public input,
and tours of Mountlake Terrace and
regional civic facilities. After six months of
meetings and open houses, the Task Force
recommended a new Civic Campus be built
on the existing site and the Council seek
voter-approval for its construction. In March
of 2009, the City Council formally accepted
the Task Force recommendation.
The old civic center was recently
demolished after a July 2008 roof collapse
made it unusable. The new Civic Campus
will retain the Library and Fire Station, while
integrating new public spaces including
community and senior activity center,
public meeting places, new police station,
emergency operation center, city offices,
enhanced streetscapes, and a civic green with

a spray fountain, ornamental garden and
amphitheater that will connect to Veterans
Memorial Park. It would also incorporate
sustainable design standards such as green
roofs and walls, and energy-efficient and
environmentally-friendly LEED Silver
building techniques.
Year-round events would include a farmers
market, public safety fairs, senior activities,
dance recitals, art shows, outdoor movies, and
concerts. Other projects to be undertaken
with the bond proposal include improvements to the Mountlake Terrace Library.
The new Civic Campus will form the

National Night Out
August 3, 6pm
Evergreen Playfield • 22205 56th Ave. W
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heart of the new Town Center and serve as a
catalyst for transformation and a stimulus for
private reinvestment in the downtown area.
The Mountlake Terrace community has a
long history of funding civic projects through
voter-approved tax levies. Examples include:
old Civic Center (1960); Recreation Pavilion
(1964); Evergreen Playfield (1975); Sno-Isle
Library District (1986); and Police Station/
Fire Department Equipment (1988).
For more information, visit the city’s
website at www.cityofmlt.com and click
Mountlake Terrace Civic Campus under
most requested services.

Come and be a part of our awardwinning community celebration! On the
first Tuesday night in August, Evergreen
Playfield comes alive at National Night
Out Against Crime. Enjoy musical and
dance exhibitions, safety demonstrations
and opportunities to meet our community,
from city officials and neighbors, to
local business owners and non-profit
organizations. Enjoy free hot dogs, snow
cones and other snacks. Kids love to jump
in the bouncy houses, get free balloons
and sit in emergency vehicles. Organized
by the City of Mountlake Terrace Police
Department and Community Policing
Advisory Board, come and see why this
event has grown each year in popularity!
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CityDirectory
ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256
BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 744-6224
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6266
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228

Market Promotes Downtown Shopping
Now in its sixth week, the Mountlake
Terrace Farmers Market is growing in
popularity with hundreds of visitors to our
downtown each Thursday afternoon. Part of
the Town Center Plan and Civic Facilities
Advisory Task Force recommendation, the
farmers market promotes our downtown,
encourages residents to shop locally,
and provides an inviting venue for visitors to
the city.
Over twenty vendors selling fresh fruits,
vegetables, flowers, baked goods, frozen treats,
kettle corn, honey and a variety of other
products line 58 th Avenue between 232 nd
Street to the Civic Campus entrance and
shoppers show up early for the 3pm opening.
Following the May 6 ribbon cutting event,

many vendors said the Mountlake Terrace
market was their best opening day ever.
Downtown businesses have also noticed more
customers during the Thursday markets.
The market runs each Thursday from
3-7pm through September. It is sponsored by
the Mountlake Terrace Business Association
(MLTBA) and operated by a volunteer
Steering Committee. If you would like to
volunteer to help with the market, please
contact Community Relations Director
Virginia Olsen at (425) 744-6206 or
volsen@ci.mlt.wa.us. The MLTBA has a need
for people to set up and break down the
market, as well as special skills such as
accounting and web design/maintenance.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Boa
Board
ard

UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wedne
Wednesday
esday of each mon
month
ntth
th
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

CALL 911

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Halll

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
JULY 14, 8 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 4, 6 p.m.
Center Court
WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 15, 8 a.m.
Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

