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Main Street in
Mountlake Terrace
Plans for Downtown Corridor Taking Shape
Fixing up “Main Street” has been a big win-win for many communities across America and our community is set to benefit too.
“Main Street” is a common term for traditional, walkerfriendly downtown main streets with a unique look, feel, and
experience that brings shoppers to businesses and reflects local
community character. Downtown main streets provide a good
place for people and create economic vitality.
Through extensive community visioning during the 2007
Town Center planning process, Mountlake Terrace came
together to support a better city and better business district by revitalizing the downtown and restoring 56th Avenue West as our city’s
“Main Street.” This avenue, between 230th and 244th Streets SW, is
close to convenient transit and is the perfect corridor for a revitalized, vibrant Main Street in the near future.
Building from our past as well as from local business expertise,
the downtown part of 56th Avenue will become a unique place that
more people want to experience — a place to walk from store to store,
stop and enjoy ice cream in the plaza, and be in the heart of
Mountlake Terrace.

Long-time Mountlake Terrace resident and former Councilmember
Patrick McMahan cut the ribbon at Sound Transit’s Freeway
Station Grand Opening on March 17. He is pictured with several
members of the City Council and other dignitaries. The Freeway
Station was specially designed to have unique terraced roofs that
honor the “terrace” in Mountlake Terrace’s name and recognize the
local geography. (Mountlake Terrace occupies the highest place in
the territory.)

cityofmlt.com

www.pedbikeimages.org/DanBurden

The city is working on a financial strategy to enhance this street. Enhancements will include wide, tree-lined sidewalks, new pavement, attractive lighting,
bike lanes, and benches. The existing tangle of overhead wires and poles will be
removed and power will be undergrounded. Our future “Main Street” will be
designed to a quality where many people will prefer to walk rather than drive.
Mountlake Terrace, with a proven track record in acquiring grant funds ($6
million in the last three years), has begun looking for additional funds to
complete this project.
Already, 56 th Avenue is home to several local businesses. In addition, the
Mountlake Terrace farmers market has moved from the Civic Campus on 58th
Avenue to 56th near the future Town Square. The market is open Fridays until
early October from 3-7pm, offering locally grown fruits and vegetables, food
from local restaurants, and local crafts.
New development, built under high quality design standards, is taking place
too. At 56th and 236th, a new, well-designed mixed use project is expected to
break ground this year. A second owner has submitted plans for an attractive
new project at 56th and 231st. Not only will both buildings have high quality
aesthetics, but they will include high quality commercial space.
Nearby, Sound Transit’s new freeway station provides fast, frequent, and
convenient transportation access for residents to commute to work — and
makes it convenient for visitors to come into Mountlake Terrace. Our highly
walkable main street will be attractive to transit users.
Main streets have many elements that successfully bring in shoppers and
diners, while supporting community needs and businesses. These elements include high quality streetscapes, well designed buildings, transportation access,
interesting retail spaces and businesses, and events that draw people together
in positive ways.
All these elements are coming together on 56th Avenue West, creating a
unique main street opportunity for Mountlake Terrace residents, employees,
and visitors to stroll the main street, enjoying local shops and restaurants.
This is part of the continuing work, as directed by the City Council, to
strengthen the economic vitality of Mountlake Terrace — to provide employment
and quality of life through high quality businesses, residences, parks, and
infrastructure. With this vision, the city is positioning itself to come out of the
current recession strong.
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$330,000 Awarded for
54th Avenue Sidewalk
The city will receive a $330,000 “Safe Routes to School Grant” from the State’s transportation
budget for improvements along 54th Avenue between 220th and 223rd Streets.
A key north/south pedestrian route to 220th Street SW, this stretch of 54th Avenue West
is an arterial with sidewalks that connects directly to Mountlake Terrace Elementary School.
Edmonds School District has included 54th Avenue in its network of designated school
walk routes.
The existing street is narrow and lacks curbs, sidewalks, and an adequate storm drainage
system. Pedestrians must share the roadway shoulders with parked cars that force school
children to walk in the road. The project, currently pending final state budget approval,
will create a sidewalk on one side of the street to separate our young school children from
motor vehicles.

This project will reduce localized flooding
during large storm events by removing
undersized culverts under the 230th Street
crossing of Hall Creek. Once the four culverts
are removed, this area will be restored to
become an open flowing creek and natural
aquatic habitat. The benefits include enhanced water quality and elimination of barriers to
fish passage. A sewer replacement companion
project will reconstruct and rehabilitate the
sewer main across the Ballinger Lakes Golf
Course parking lot between Lakeview Drive
and east side of Hall Creek. Construction is
scheduled for this summer.

212th Street Overlay
A joint project with the City of Lynnwood,
the 212th overlay will restore the roadway
pavement and re-channel 212th Street SW
from 44th to 52nd Avenues W. It includes
pavement milling, dig out pavement repairs
and an asphalt concrete overlay. New
pavement markings will modify the roadway
from 4 lanes to a 3 lane configuration with
bike lanes. Sidewalk ramp additions and
upgrades are also included. Construction is
planned to take place in the summer of 2011.
The project is partially funded by a grant from
the Federal Highway Administration.

Water System Water
Improvement Projects
Finance Director Sonja Springer and City Council with the CAFR Award received
on May 2.

City Recognized for Financial Reporting
For the fourth year in a row, the Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada (GFOA) has awarded a Certificate of Achievement to the City
of Mountlake Terrace for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its 2009 Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report (CAFR).
The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of
governmental accounting and financial reporting and its attainment represents a significant
accomplishment by the city, its City Council, and its management.
The City of Mountlake Terrace is one of only about 33 cities in Washington State to
receive a certificate and is only one of 21 cities statewide to receive certificates for both the
CAFR and the Distinguished Budget Award from GFOA. Only 5% of cities nationwide
(1,809 of 36,010) receive the award. The preparation of the city’s 2010 CAFR is currently
underway and expected to be completed later this summer.
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On the east side of the city, new 12”
diameter mains will be installed in 228th
Street SW between 39th and 44th, in Cedar
Way from 228th to entrance to the 23400
block, and in 222nd Street between 39th
and 44th. Construction will begin later this
summer.

Town Center Area Water Main
Replacement
In the Town Center, new 8” and 12”
diameter mains will be installed in 55th
Avenue W between 230th and 237th, in 230th
from 53rd to 56th, and in 234th from 55th
to 56th. The Town Center improvements
are partially funded by a grant from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Construction will begin later this summer.
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2011 Volunteers

Parks Cleanup a Success
Thank you to all of the enthusiastic volunteers who donated a Saturday morning to
participate in the 11th Annual Volunteer Parks Cleanup Day and Barbecue on May 14.
About 60 volunteers turned out to help clean up the Ballinger Playfield Complex, a
popular 7-acre complex located near Ballinger Lake Golf Course, and remove noxious
weeds from Terrace Creek Trail. Additional thanks goes the neighbors of Bicentennial
Park who continued progress made at last year’s event and to other volunteers who
participated the previous weekend at Evergreen Playfield.
The City Council provided lunch to all the hard workers as the weather conditions
stayed dry with comfortable temperatures for the event. Next year’s park clean up will
take place as part of a city Earth Day celebration.

Comp Plan Amendments
Applications to amend the Mountlake
Terrace Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan)
this year must be submitted by 4:30 p.m.
on June 30. Payment of an application
fee is required at the time of submittal.
Application forms are available at the
Interim City Hall and online from
the Development Services webpage at
www.cityofmlt.com.

“Going
Green”

The purpose of considering amendments to the citywide Comp Plan is to
ensure the plan reflects appropriate goals
and policies and is current with state
laws and community needs. Proposed
amendments may involve either the text
or the Comp Plan Map.
Besides the application process,
amendments that have broad community
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benefit may be proposed by the Planning Commission
or City Council. Public hearings on Comp Plan
amendments are scheduled this year for November 14
(Planning Commission) and December 5 (City Council).

GO NATIVE —
Northwest native plants can be a great “sustainable” choice for your yard. Native plants are hardier
and often require less water and fertilizers than non-native plants. Some common native plants that
can work well in a residential garden include Huckleberry, Vine Maple, Ninebark, Oceanspray, Indian
Plum, Red-ﬂowering currant, Nootka rose, Salal and Sword Fern. They also provide a good backdrop to
colorful annuals and perennials. For more information on Northwest native plants, see the Washington
State University website at: http://gardening.wsu.edu/text/nwnative.htm.
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Park Investments
Enhance Quality of Life
With a long standing tradition of providing excellent community
recreation and park facilities, the city and volunteers have made a
number of noticeable park improvements over the past five years.
Residents and visitors can see these park improvements that include
removal of overgrown brush, playground installations, pathway/
trail development, updated signage, building improvements, fencing
additions, parking lot upgrades, building repairs and the construction
of the Off Leash Dog Park.
Although funding for major park improvements has been impacted
during these difficult economic times, the city has leveraged its existing
resources to ensure progress continues to be made at our recreation
and park facilities. The result is enhanced visual appearance,
better usability of the park, and providing park users with positive
recreational experiences for families and friends.
For example, Jack Long Park, located on 58th Avenue and 222nd
Street, was totally transformed as part of the water tank construction
project. Improvements included re-grading the entire park, installing
irrigation, constructing a hard surface pathway and ADA accessible
entrance area, and installing a children’s climbing rock, picnic tables,
benches and a drinking fountain. Most recently, a new stairway access
at the south west area of the park was constructed as part of a grant
funded sidewalk project.
Terrace Creek Park, located on 48th Avenue and 232nd Street,
has seen significant improvements over the past five years starting
with brush and vegetation removal, playground improvements, hard
surface pathways, elevated stage, fencing additions and parking lot
repairs. This park is often referred to as Candy Cane Park as visitors
will notice the striping on the playground equipment.
Veterans Memorial Park, located next to the Mountlake Terrace
Library, continues to experience increased use resulting from park

improvements including new play equipment, picnic tables, benches,
gazebo roof repairs, pathway/trail improvements and park signage.
Forest Crest Playﬁeld, is the hub of community youth sport
activities. The city, along with support from the Mountlake
Terrace Youth Athletic Association, has made a number of facility
improvements over the past five years including installing new
playground equipment, baseball backstops, benches, fencing, and a
new solar irrigation clock. In addition, the parking lot was repaved
and a new park entrance sign was recently installed.
What’s coming up? Since the adoption of the Recreation, Parks
and Open Space Master Plan in 2009, the city has conducted two
community meetings to obtain ideas for future park improvements
at Bicentennial Park and Fireﬁghters Memorial Park. Later this fall,
a community meeting will be held to discuss Terrace Ridge Park
improvements.

Forest Crest Playﬁeld
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City Receives $100,000
Grant from State

Lake Ballinger Park

Upcoming Projects:
;
! NEW SIDEWALK WILL BE CONSTRUCTED ALONG THE FRONTAGE
OF Bicentennial Park ON  ND 3TREET WHICH WILL
IMPROVE PARK ACCESS PARKING AND OVERALL APPEARANCE

A $100,000 grant to plan for a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)
program was recently awarded to the City of Mountlake Terrace.
A TDR program is a free market-based system where farm and forest
owners may sell the “rights” to develop their land to urban areas where
development is desired. For example, a farmer may own land where four
houses could be built, but doing so would terminate the property’s practical
use as a farm. With a TDR program, the farmer would have the option to
sell his/her development rights to an urban area where the urban property
owner could, in turn, receive a benefit (such as an additional unit or parking
space flexibility).
As our region continues to grow, prime farm and forestlands are being
converted to housing and other uses – losing both the long term economic
benefit of the highly productive land, and our cultural character such as
pumpkin patches and forests. TDR programs help combat development
pressure, having been successful nationally and in the Puget Sound region
at protecting working farms and forests. Based on recent legislation, a
TDR program could also provide the city with special funding for
infrastructure improvements.
Planning for a possible TDR program, in partnership with Snohomish
County, has begun with a market study – determining what benefits TDR
program may offer property owners in Mountlake Terrace and to ensure
it works well for the community. The market study will be complete this
summer, and will be followed by environmental work, with an ordinance for
consideration by Council in early 2012.
The grant was awarded by the Washington State Department
of Commerce.

;
)NSTALLATION OF NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT AND
SOFT SURFACE MATERIAL AT Terrace Ridge Park AND
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PARKING LOT

;
0LAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS AT Ballinger Playﬁeld
;
)NSTALLATION OF A RETAINING WALL AND CONSTRUCTION OF STAGE
AREA FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS AT Evergreen Playﬁeld

City Seeking Out Artists

Terrace Creek Park
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Are you an artist? As part of the city’s Arts & Culture Plan, the Arts
Advisory Commission wants to establish an annual artists’ round table
and keep Mountlake Terrace artists informed through a quarterly artists’
newsletter, website, and mailing list.
If you would like to participate in the round table, Friends of the Arts
Juried Art Show, or other art events, please contact Support
Services Supervisor Julie Codd at (425) 776-9173.
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Tour de Terrace
July 29, 30 and 31
EVERGREEN PLAYFIELD
22205 56th Avenue W

Parade Route:
56th Avenue from 234th to 224th
6:45pm

Don’t miss the biggest event of the year!
Tour de Terrace, a three-day Seafair-sanctioned festival, kicks off on
Friday night, July 29, with a parade down 56th Avenue and the Seattle
Motorcycle Drill Team, Seafair Pirates and the Lake City Vigilantes
leading the way to Evergreen Playfield. Come enjoy the beer garden
and bandstand with live entertainment, a carnival, street fair, food
and vendor booths.

The fun continues Saturday morning with a pancake breakfast and
classic car show. Saturday evening closes with a spectacular fireworks
show. A variety of musical entertainment is featured throughout
the weekend and admission is free! More fun and festivities
follow on Sunday with additional music, street fair, and carnival
rides. It’s fun for the entire family. Tour de Terrace is planned and
orchestrated by volunteers of our community.

Federal Funds Help Implement Vision
The City of Mountlake Terrace is making the infrastructure investments
necessary to implement our vision of a vibrant, environmentally sustainable
city that meets the needs of our community. These infrastructure improvements
support our economic development initiatives to create jobs, increase our tax
base, provide services locally, and strengthen our local economy.
Our federal and state partners have played a key role in helping to fund our
community’s vision with about $6 million allocated over the past three years.
In February, city representatives travelled to Washington, D.C. to present our
Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 requests to the offices of U.S. Congressman Jay Inslee
and Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray.
The city submitted five priority projects to our federal delegation.
1) Emergency Services Equipment - $500,000: Partnering with local
jurisdictions for regional records management system, computer aided
dispatch system, jail management system; replacing outdated weapons
and video equipment for patrol vehicles; purchasing mobile license plate
reader to help with auto theft cases and mobile crime scene vehicle for
investigating crime scenes.
2) Downtown Main Street Revitalization - $1,500,000: Reconstruction of 56th Avenue to add bike lanes, wide sidewalks, street trees,
pedestrian amenities while at the same time undergrounding power
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lines to allow new buildings to border the sidewalk. At the same time,
the street will be rehabilitated and replaced.
3) Downtown Stormwater Detention & Water Quality Improvements
- $235,000: Regional storm detention facility to serve Town Center
properties and address water quantity and quality issues identified by
the Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Forum Strategic Action Plan.
4) Energy Efﬁciency Projects - $400,000: New lighting technologies for
buildings, area lighting, street lighting and new building HVAC (heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning) systems that are more efficient in their
use of natural gas and electricity.
5) Pedestrian/School Safety Sidewalks - $750,000: Completing the
sidewalk connections near Mountlake Terrace Elementary School and
Mountlake Terrace High School. (See update on page 2 — regarding
a $330,000 grant for 54th Avenue Sidewalks near Mountlake Terrace
Elementary School.)
These requests have begun to make their way through the decision-making
process. Final decisions on those projects that are included in bills will likely
be made later this year or early 2012. For more information, watch for updates
at www.cityofmlt.com.
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Wrong Way Parking is Illegal and Unsafe
The City of Mountlake Terrace Police Department reminds motorists
to avoid common parking violations. One of the most common and
potentially hazardous parking violations is parking facing against the
authorized direction of travel.
State law requires vehicles to be parked parallel and within 12
inches of the curb, or as close as practical to the curb or edge of
a roadway in the authorized direction of travel. This also includes
parking parallel and within 12 inches of the curb in a cul-de-sac, which
helps allow emergency vehicles such as fire, ambulances and police
vehicles to better navigate and turn around in cul-de-sacs.
Public safety concerns related to vehicles parked against the
authorized direction of travel occur when motorists attempt to cross
traffic lanes and drive towards oncoming traffic in order to park
against the direction of travel.
For example, if a driver observes another vehicle coming towards
them travelling against the authorized direction of travel, attempting
to park on the opposite side of the roadway, motorists may swerve
into opposing lanes of travel to avoid a head on collision. This

situation is not only unsafe for the motorists but also for bicyclists and
pedestrians, who are at risk of being struck by vehicles swerving to
avoid approaching wrong way drivers.
The potential for accidents involving wrong way drivers attempting
to park can be compounded during hours of darkness. Vision is not
only limited during evening hours, but drivers can be temporarily
blinded by oncoming headlights of motorists attempting to travel in
the wrong direction.
Finally, when a driver is parked facing against the authorized
direction of travel and attempts to re-enter lanes of traffic, they must
drive their vehicle against the authorized direction of travel again
while crossing traffic lanes. This places other motorists, bicyclists and
pedestrians at risk as approaching vehicles may swerve to avoid the
wrong way drivers.
For more information, you may call the Police Department at
(425) 670-8260 or access the City Code, Chapter 10.10.080, on the
city’s website, www.cityofmlt.com. Click the City Code link under Most
Requested Services.

Watershed Forum Seeks
Federal Funding

issues. The primary concern for the Forum is the water levels of Lake
Ballinger, Hall Creek and McAleer Creek as it relates to flooding and
water quality, aquatic habitat, and lake/streamside enhancement.

Mayor Jerry Smith, who serves as Chair of the Lake Ballinger/
McAleer Creek Watershed Forum, recently travelled with Forum
representatives from the Cities of Edmonds and Lake Forest Park to
meet with our federal delegation in Washington D.C.
The primary objectives of the meetings were to brief the delegation
offices about the Forum and its goals and secure support for federal
funding for Forum projects, including potential grant funding from
the Army Corps of Engineers.
The meetings were very successful and the congressional delegation
is ready to assist the Forum. The next step is to facilitate a meeting
with the Army Corps of Engineers. The Forum was started in 2008
to allow jurisdictions in the watershed to work together on common

Fireworks Not Permitted
The City of Mountlake Terrace reminds our community and guests
to our city that personal use fireworks are illegal. It is unlawful for any
person to sell, possess, use, transfer, discharge, and ignite or “explode
any fireworks” within the City of Mountlake Terrace.
In 2010, fireworks were responsible for more than $4 million in
property damage within Snohomish County. Fireworks are also not
permitted in the following cities and towns: Edmonds, Everett, Gold
Bar, Kenmore, Lake Forest Park, Mill Creek, Mukilteo, Shoreline
and Woodway.

National Night Out
August 2, 6pm

EVERGREEN PLAYFIELD
22205 56th Avenue W
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community, from city officials and neig
hot dogs, snow cones and
and non-profit organizations. Enjoy free
ncy houses, get free balloons
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CityDirectory
ANIMAL CONTROL
(425) 744-6256
BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS LINE
(425) 551-1200

Market Creates Gathering Place

LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 744-6224
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6266
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228

23208 56th Avenue W, Fridays, 3-7pm
The Mountlake Terrace Farmers Market is
rapidly growing in popularity with hundreds of
shoppers stopping by to visit our “Main Street”
on Friday afternoons. Now in its fourth week,
about twenty vendors set up to sell fresh fruits,
vegetables, flowers, baked goods, frozen treats,
kettle corn, and a variety of other products at its
new location, 23208 56th Avenue.
Part of the Town Center Plan and Civic
Facilities Advisory Task Force recommendation,
the farmers market promotes our downtown,
encourages residents to shop locally, and provides
an inviting venue for citizens and visitors to
the city.
Following the May 20 opening, many vendors

said that they are excited about the new location
for the Mountlake Terrace market. Downtown
businesses have also noticed more customers
during the Friday markets.
The market runs each Friday from 3-7pm
through October 7. Sponsored by the Mountlake
Terrace Business Association, the market is
operated by new Market Manager Erin Lane. If you
would like to volunteer to help with the market,
please contact Erin at the Mountlake Terrace
Farmers Market website www.mltfarmersmarket.com
or call (206) 778-5724. Find the farmers market
and become a fan on Facebook at Mountlake
Terrace Farmers Market.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday of each month
ntth
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

CALL 911

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Halll

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
7%$.%3$!9
JULY 13, 8 a.m.
7%$.%3$!9
AUGUST 10, 6 p.m.
7%$.%3$!9
SEPTEMBER 14, 8 a.m.
Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
 TH 3TREET 37
  

