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Revitalization
is Happening
2012 State of the City
City Manager John Caulfield presented the 2012 Year-End
Financial Report to the City Council earlier this spring. “In
summary,” Caulfield said, “the state of the city is strong. While
we have endured over five years of the most difficult financial
times in generations, the city has navigated them successfully.
Through controlled spending, coupled with ongoing innovation and creativity, the city has been able to meet the needs of
the community.”
To offset the impact of revenue losses, the city continues to focus on controlling costs, pursuing grants, utilizing
volunteers, streamlining services, contracting for programs like
jail services, and holding vacant positions open until funding
becomes available. The result is there have been no employee layoffs and
services have not been cut.
While General Fund revenues that fund sevices like public safety, parks, community outreach and community programs are stretched thin,
the city has taken a very proactive approach to pursuing state and federal
funding to upgrade aging capital infrastructure
such as streets, parks,
sidewalks, facilities, utilities and open space areas.
Since late 2008, the city
has secured about $10.7
million in federal and
state funds and capitalized on the positive bidding environment to
make huge strides in upgrading quality of life in
Mountlake Terrace.
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and 26 major projects are currently underway. These capital improvements are paid for with restricted funds (not General Fund revenues)
and include six utility projects, seven street/traffic construction projects, four sidewalk projects and the sidewalk prioritization update, and
eight park and facility projects.
The city is focused on a wide range of private, public and transit
economic development initiatives to serve as catalysts for the
revitalization of the community, particularly in commercial areas,
56th Avenue/“Main Street” and the Town Center. This new development will generate additional property and sales taxes that will reduce
the taxes residents have to pay locally.
Caulfield noted that Mountlake Terrace has the lowest tax burden in Snohomish County with the exception of four smaller
cities in the eastern part of the county. He added that 2013 property
taxes have decreased by $257 for the average property owner since 2011
and the city receives about 21% of the taxes paid to the county with
most going to K-12 education.
The city received a Standard & Poor’s ‘AA’ Bond Rating in late 2012
that will translate into lower financing costs by attracting a broader
range of investors. The S&P report noted the city’s effectiveness in
managing its financial resources.
The Washington State Auditor’s Office consistently gives the city
continued on page 4
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Construction Update
54th Avenue Sidewalks
(220th to 223rd)
Curbs and sidewalks will be constructed
on the west side of 54th Avenue W between
220th and 223rd Streets SW. In advance of
the sidewalk construction project, a new
storm system was installed last year. The
sidewalk improvements are partially funded
by a Safe Routes to School Grant. Construction began in mid-April and is scheduled to
be complete by the end of June.
54th Avenue Sidewalks
(234th to 236th)
The project includes constructing curbs
and sidewalks separated by a planting strip
on the east side of 54th Avenue W along
with new sidewalk ramps, and minor
drainage improvements. The improvements are partially funded by a Community
Development Block Grant. Construction is
expected to begin in early June.
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Eastside Water Main &
Storm Drain Improvements
On the east side of the city, new 8 and 12
inch diameter water mains are being installed
in 228th Street SW between 39th and 48th, in
44th Avenue W and Cedar Way from 227th to
the 23400 block, and in 39th Avenue W between
226th and 228th. Storm drain improvements are
being made in 44th Avenue W between 226th
and 229th. The project is supported by the city’s
Water and Stormwater Funds. Construction
began in mid-February and is scheduled to be
complete in June.
228th Street SW & Cedar Way
Overlay and Rechannelization
Roadway pavement will be restored with
an overlay of hot mix asphalt on 228th Street
SW from 39th to 44th Avenues W and on
Cedar Way from 227th to 232nd Streets SW.
Other work includes minor improvements to

drainage facilities, adding or upgrading curb
ramps, installing new pavement markings,
and upgrading the traffic signal at 228th and
44th. The new channelization will provide bike
lanes on 228th and on Cedar Way. The construction project is scheduled for this summer
and fall.
236th Street SW & Cedar Way
Chip Seal and Rechannelization
This project will preserve roadway pavement
with chip seal application and replace pavement markings and traffic signs on 236th Street
between 54th and 56 th Avenues W, and on
Cedar Way, between 232nd and 244th Streets SW.
On Cedar Way, the new markings and signs will
change the roadway configuration from four
travel lanes to one with two travel lanes, a twoway left lane, and two bike lanes. The construction project is scheduled for late summer.
McAleer Creek Culvert Replacement
This project will reduce the occurrences
of high water levels in Lake Ballinger by
increasing the hydraulic capacity of McAleer
Creek between the lake and Interstate 5.
The improvements include replacing three
existing culverts along the creek with three
new bridge structures and streambed and
streambank restoration and planting at the
bridge locations. Construction is expected to
begin in mid-June.

Mountlake Terrace Elementary School received forty-two bicycles,
as part of the Safe Routes to School grant of $330,304 awarded by
the Federal Highway Administration. The grant supports a project
with three elements: engineering, education/encouragement, and
enforcement.
The education/encouragement element includes teaching and
promoting bicycle riding safety, conducting a bicycle safety assembly, providing bicycle helmets for all students, holding bicycle rodeos, and staffing the student “Wheels Club” at Mountlake Terrace
Elementary School. Bicycle safety information and assistance was
also provided by the Cascade Bicycle Club who also participated
in the partnership.
The City of Mountlake Terrace Police Department will
provide the enforcement element by increasing speed monitoring in the Mountlake Terrace
Elementary school zones and participating in the bicycle safety program.
The 54th Avenue W Sidewalk Improvements project, the engineering element, is now under
construction to include a new sidewalk on the west side of 54th Avenue W between 220th and
223rd Streets SW. This will provide a safe walkway to Mountlake Terrace Elementary School,
along with creating continuous pedestrian accessibility meeting Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) standards. The project includes approximately 1,170 linear feet of cement concrete curb
and gutter and sidewalk, ten sidewalk ramps, and new traffic signs.
The sidewalk project should be complete this summer. More information is available by calling
Engineering Services Director Will Van Ry at (425) 744-6271.
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Council Highlights
April
• Issued Proclamation Recognizing City of Mountlake
Terrace Volunteers
• Reviewed the 2012 Sustainability Report
• Reviewed Request for Annexation and City Services –
3928 214th Street SW
• Updated on Medical Cannabis Collective Gardens
• Reviewed 2012 Year-End Financial Report and Performance
Measures
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish County Fire
District 1 for First Aid/CPR Classes

Three miles of sidewalks added since 2008.

City Makes Strides
in Sustainability

More recycling, fuel and energy reductions,
and walkability improved
Sustainability is a term that means taking care of the
environment, economy, and community livability all at the same
time. The City of Mountlake Terrace Sustainability Strategy,
adopted in 2008, recommends activities to encourage both public
and private sustainable practices.
Each year a Sustainability Report, including goals and
performance measures, is presented to City Council to show what
progress was made in the prior year and since the inception of
the plan. Six major goals for sustainability citywide are identified
in the plan: education, mobility, green space, energy, water,
resources and materials. Each goal has at least one performance
measure associated with it.
This year’s report shows Mountlake Terrace residents recycled
about 42.3% (about 5,057 tons) of the 11,984 tons of garbage
picked up by Waste Management last year. This reflects both a
reduction in total waste collected and an increase in recycling
from 2011.
The 2012 performance report noted that 1,810 linear feet of
sidewalks were constructed in 2012. Nearly three miles, or 15,309
linear feet, of sidewalk have been added since 2008, improving
the city’s walkability.
Petroleum-based fuel consumption by city vehicles declined
by 12.8% since 2007, saving almost 6,000 gallons of fuel as
the city gradually converts its fleet to hybrids and other fuelefficient models.
Energy consumption by all users in the city decreased 2.6% from
2011 to 2012 while paper usage by city departments declined significantly as the city continues to increase its ability to save and communicate information and documents electronically. In addition, the
City Council and Planning Commission now receive their meeting
materials electronically.
A Green Team, with representatives from each city department,
helps carry out the Sustainability Strategy and ensures the goals are
being met. “Conserving resources, being more efficient, ensuring
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May
• Reviewed Town Center Planned Action Update Ordinance
• First Quarter 2013 Police Department Report
• Awarded Contract for 54th Avenue West Sidewalk Improvements
(234th to 236th)
• Approved Amendment to Agreement with Mueller Systems
• Public Hearing and Adopted Town Center Planned Action
Update Ordinance
• Reviewed 2013 Budget Amendments & Carryovers from
2012 Budget
• Reviewed SEPA Code Update Ordinance
• Reviewed Medical Cannabis Collective Gardens Ordinance
• Adopted 2013 Budget Amendment & Budget Carryover
Ordinance
• Awarded Contract for McAleer Creek Culvert Replacement
• Approved Purchase Fleet Equipment
• Approved Supplemental Agreement for Engineering Services for
Design of Lakeview Trail
• Approved Agreement for On-Call Construction Material
Testing Services
• Approved Supplemental Agreement for Construction Engineering
Services for McAleer Creek Culvert Replacement and
Enhancement
• Public Hearing and Adopted Medical Cannabis Collective
Gardens Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted SEPA Code Update Ordinance
• Reviewed Astound Broadband Franchise Ordinance
• Updated on Banner Program
• Reviewed Public Defender Contracts and Case Weighting
• Updated on Pavement Condition Index Report
• Reviewed Interlocal Agreement for Interjurisdictional
Housing Program

we have good air and water quality are here for everyone and providing ways of saving and being green, really does help the quality of
life as well as the economy and environment,” said Community and
Economic Development Director Shane Hope.
More information on the Sustainability Strategy, tips on conservation, trees in the urban environment and other resources can be
found at: www.cityofmlt.com/cityServices/planning/Sustainability/index.htm.
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Revitalization is Happening

continued from page 1

Mountlake Terrace Senior Living project on 244th, east of 56th, breaks ground this month.

a clean audit opinion and in July 2012, the
Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) awarded the city its Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for the 2011/2012

Adopted Biennial Budget. GFOA has also
awarded the City the Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report

(CAFR) for six straight years.
One of the key challenges facing the City
Council is how to pay for rent on the Interim
City Hall, in light of the recent bond measure
not reaching the 60% requirement for passage. The City Council will be discussing this
topic over the next several months, as there
is no funding available to continue to rent
beginning in 2014.
Caulfield concluded his report with the
following statement, “We are continuing to
build a vibrant community that is beautiful,
accessible, and inviting that sustains and improves the quality of life and attracts economic
development. What this shows is that we’ve
done a great job planning for and investing in
Mountlake Terrace.”
The 2012 report on finances and performance measures is available on the city’s
website at www.cityofmlt.com. Click City
Services, Finance/Budget, then Reports and
Presentations.
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Sponsors Fund Independence Day
The City of Mountlake Terrace is hosting
an Independence Day event featuring a professional fireworks show thanks to the financial
support of our community! This spring, the city
sought sponsors to fund a community event in
honor of Independence Day at Evergreen Playfield and the community responded!
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Our thanks to Red Onion Burgers, Northwest Urology, Northwest Home Investments,
HomeStreet Bank, Robert Reed Newell,
Snohomish County Fire District 1 Professional Firefighters – IAFF Local 1828,
Premera Blue Cross, Mountlake Terrace Police
Guild and the City Manager for contributing

Mountlake
Terrace

all the funding to put on this event. Musical
entertainment is being arranged and the event
will begin on Thursday, July 4 at 8:00 p.m.
and end after the fireworks show that will take
place shortly after 10:00 p.m.
Evergreen Playfield #6 is located just south
of 224th Street SW and 56th Avenue W. It’s the
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Earth Day Volunteers Make a Difference

Earth Day featured neighbors, residents, students and service groups giving back to the
community in preparation for opening Ballinger Park to the general public this summer.

A

Ballinger Park. Additionally, thanks to Waste
Management Northwest for arranging
drop boxes for residents to recycle unwanted
electronics.
Displays and information on what people can do to help make their community
more sustainable were set up in Ballinger
Clubhouse and the City Council served
lunch to the volunteers in appreciation of
their service.
The city’s Stormwater Program Manager,
Mike Shaw, is assembling a volunteer team
to remove invasive plants including English
Holly, Herb Robert and English Ivy from city
parks and open spaces on a monthly schedule.
For more information, please contact Mike
Shaw at (425) 670-8264, x5105, or email him
at mshaw@ci.mlt.wa.us.
For more information about volunteer
clean up events or Adopt a Park, please call
Ken Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811.

bout 75 volunteers turned out for the city’s Earth Day Volunteer Park Clean Up on
a cloudy morning in April. Volunteers included residents, students, neighbors from
surrounding cities, and community groups
who helped clear 300 yards of debris including brush
and blackberry bushes and 20 yards of garbage from the
shoreline in Ballinger Park. Other city projects such as the
220th Street entrance sign plantings were also completed.
“We thank all those who participated to help
transform the former golf course into a passive park
and environmental sanctuary for the entire community to enjoy,” said Community Relations Director
Virginia Olsen who read a proclamation honoring all city
volunteers at the event.
The city appreciates all the residents and neighbors
who volunteered as well as Creekside Church, Fiji
Community Association of Washington, the Alderwood
Terrace Rotary, the Eco Club of Mountlake Terrace High
School, Mountlake Terrace Garden Club, Mountlake
Terrace Recreation Park Advisory Commission and
Neighborhood Park Improvement Subcommittee
Volunteers have participated annually in a citywide park clean-up since 2001.
for making huge strides toward opening our new

Event – Celebrate the 4th Safely
field with the track where the Tour de Terrace
carnival takes place. Parking is available on
the street, at Evergreen Playfield (22205 56th
Avenue W), and the Recreation Pavilion (5303
228th Street SW). Please note that pets and
personal fireworks are not allowed at this event.
Also, the City of Mountlake Terrace reminds

our community and guests to our city that
personal use fireworks are illegal. It is unlawful for any person to sell, possess, use, transfer, discharge, and ignite or “explode any
fireworks” within Mountlake Terrace. This
includes city parks, school grounds, trails, the
Transit Center, parking lots, and public rights
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of way. The only exception is by following a
process for a public display, including securing a permit, obtaining insurance, and utilizing a professional pyrotechnician, as the city
has done for this event. For more information
about having a public fireworks display, contact
our Permit Specialist at (425) 744-6267.
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Join Us At
National
Night Out
August 6, 6 p.m.
Evergreen Playfield
22205 56th Avenue W
One of the most enjoyable family-friendly and fun events of the year
is National Night Out Against Crime that takes place on Tuesday,
August 6 at 6pm. Organized by the City of Mountlake Terrace Police
Department and Community Policing Advisory Board, come and
see why our National Night Out event won a national award for its
outstanding participation!
National Night Out features musical and dance exhibitions, safety demonstrations, and big public safety vehicles that kids and their

parents can visit. This event is also a great opportunity for our local
businesses and non-profit organizations to introduce themselves to our
residents. Our citizens can learn about these agencies and meet city
officials and neighbors too.
But that’s not all! Enjoy free hot dogs, snow cones, popcorn, and
other snacks. There will likely be a face painter and caricature artist
again this year. Kids love to get free balloons and sit in Police, Fire and
Public Works vehicles. Our thanks to all of our local sponsors for your
contributions and support to make this event happen.

vegetation helps create a cleaner more livable city.
You can make a positive sustainable impact in your community
through work projects. One of our new volunteer teams is the “Invasive Species Strike Team” that meets monthly to remove invasive plants
from our parks. We encourage you to put together a group to work on
a special project in your favorite park! For more information, contact
Stormwater Program Manager Mike Shaw at (425) 670-8264, x 5105.

 DID YOU KNOW?

Learn About Urban Forestry
Want to learn more about sustainable gardening, plant care and
invasive plant removal? Visit our new Urban Forestry webpages at
www.cityofmlt.com under City Services/Recreation, Parks & Open
Spaces/Urban Forestry. Mountlake Terrace is known for its large
expanse of trees growing along streets and streams, in parks and
natural areas, and in neighborhoods and residential yards. When walking around the city, note that wherever you see trees you are seeing part
of the urban forest. On our new webpages, you can learn about the city’s
Sustainability Plan, explore tree care tips, and discover the benefits of
native plantings. Find out how increasing the tree canopy and native
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You can recycle at the County’s Transfer Station in Mountlake Terrace for free? Located across the street from the Transfer
Station entrance at 21311 61st Place W, the recycling center is
open Monday – Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday – Sunday,
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Accepted materials include: newspaper, mixed paper,
cardboard, glass bottles and jars, aluminum and tin cans,
scrap metal, and limited quantities of some hazardous wastes
(motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze, dry cell and lead acid batteries,
fluorescent bulbs/tubes, propane tanks BBQ size or smaller).
Customers will need to sort loads of recyclables into appropriate
containers at the site.
For more information on appliance recycling, yard debris,
wood debris and electronics recycling, visit the Snohomish
County website at www1.co.snohomish.wa.us, then click
Departments, Public Works, Divisions, and Solid Waste.
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Comp Plan Amendments Schedule
The City’s Comprehensive Plan may be amended, usually just once
a year. The deadline to apply for an amendment in 2013 is June 28
at 4:30 p.m. Applications for amendments are available online at:
www.cityofmlt.com/cityServices/development/pdf/permits/planning/
Comp_Plan_Application.pdf. For more information, call a city planner
at (425) 744-6280.
The Comprehensive Plan provides policy guidance for the City’s
future. It includes land use, transportation, housing, economic
development, environment, capital facilities, and more.
Anyone may apply for an amendment, provide input, or just keep
track of proposed amendments. Besides any applications received,
the Planning Commission, City Council and City may decide to consider other changes that would better meet public needs. The current
schedule for considering Comprehensive Plan amendments is:
June 13

City Council work/study session

July 8

Planning Commission work session

July 11

City Council work/study session

October 14

Planning Commission work session

October 28

Planning Commission work session

October 31

City Council work/study session

November 12

Planning Commission public hearing and
recommendations

November 14

City Council work/study session

November 28

City Council work/study session

December 2

City Council public hearing and decision

“MLT Business
Briefing” Launched
A business and development electronic newsletter for area businesses
was launched in April by the city’s Community and Economic Development Department. It focuses on economic development, business tips,
and interviews with local business leaders.
“I’m excited about providing more information to our business leaders and getting their feedback too,” said Dave Baron, the City’s Economic Development Director.
The e-newsletter, “MLT Business Briefing” will be published every
other month by email and posted on the city’s website.
Over 100 businesses and individuals signed-up
for the e-newsletter in less than a month and the
June edition will be released soon.
To sign-up, visit our website at www.cityofmlt.
com /forBusinesses/eNewsletter.htm and click on
the icon to view and to subscribe, or scan this
QR code with your mobile device.
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Photo by Mark Hopkins Photography

Experience Tour de Terrace
July 26, 27 and 28
Evergreen Playfield, 22205 56th Avenue W

The 20th Annual Tour de Terrace Seafair-sanctioned festival, opening on Friday, July 26 is currently in the planning stages by a small
group of civic-minded citizens who founded the event in 1994. The
festivities include a terrific parade down 56th Avenue, complete with
the Seattle Motorcycle Drill Team, Seafair Pirates and Clowns, and
the Lake City Vigilantes leading the procession to Evergreen Playfield.
Fabulous musicians will entertain at the bandstand beginning Friday night through Sunday. Enjoy a mix of family-friendly
music including rock, blues, folk, and more. Food vendors adjoin the
bandstand area so you can snack while you listen, sing along or even
dance! For those over 21, there is a nearby beer garden where you can
enjoy a beverage with friends.
If that weren’t enough, 224th Street converts to a street fair with
a number of unique items and vendors for those interested in
shopping. The adjoining fields are the site of a carnival that thrills the
young and the young at heart.
Special events include a pancake breakfast and classic car show on
Saturday morning, beginning at 8am. At the same time, Cedar Way
Elementary School is hosting their second annual 5K run beginning
at Mountlake Terrace High School. Saturday evening closes with a
spectacular fireworks show just after 10 p.m. The fireworks will take
place at Evergreen Fields 4/5 where the car show is located which
provided much better viewing last year.
The street fair, carnival rides, food and music continue on Sunday
and best of all, admission is free! It’s fun for the entire family. Tour
de Terrace is planned and orchestrated by community volunteers.
Visit www.tourdeterrace.org or find Tour de Terrace on Facebook for
more information.
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Ballinger Park Open House & Tour

Animal Control
(425) 744-6256
Building Permits
(425) 744-6267
Business Licenses
(425) 744-6211
city manager
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
Engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire Business Line
(425) 551-1200
Library
(425) 776-8722

June 11, 7 p.m., 23000 Lakeview Drive

Passports
(425) 744-6224

Planning is underway to transition Ballinger Golf Course to a 42-acre passive park, open space
and environmental sanctuary. A passive recreation area is generally an undeveloped space or
environmentally sensitive area that provides minimal development. Passive recreation usually
emphasizes the open space aspect of a park. It allows for the preservation of natural habitat
and typically includes park features and amenities such as picnic areas, benches, trails and
interpretative signage.
As part of the community outreach process, our Recreation and Parks Department along with
our volunteer Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission, invites you to an Open House on
Tuesday, June 11 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the Ballinger Clubhouse, 23000 Lakeview Drive.
The Open House will begin with a tour of the park and conclude with a workshop to obtain
citizen input about types of features and amenities to consider
as part of the overall park master planning process.
For more information about Ballinger Park, please
contact Ken Courtmanch, Parks and Property Management
Superintendent, at (425) 776-1811.

Pet Licenses
(425) 670-8260
Planning
(425) 744-6266
Police Business
(425) 670-8260
Public Works
(425) 670-8264
Pavilion & Pool
(425) 776-9173
Recycling & Transfer Station
(425) 388-3425
Street Lights Out
(425) 670-8264
Traffic Ticket/VIOLATIONS Bureau
(425) 744-6228
Utility Billing
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday every other
month at 5:45 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission

Planning Commission

Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Second Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City

Wednesday
June 12, 6 p.m.
Jungle Room
Wednesday
July 10, 8 a.m.
Jungle Room
Wednesday
August 7, 6 p.m.
Jungle Room
Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

