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230th Reconstruction Project Approved for ARRA Grant
Almost $1 million in additional funds awarded
Mountlake Terrace was approved by the Puget Sound Regional
Council to receive an American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) grant of up to $961,330 to partially fund the 230th Street
SW Reconstruction Project, from 56th to the 228th Street bridge.
230th Street is the direct connection between 56th Avenue West and
the 228th Street bridge, one of only three bridges within the city that
crosses Interstate 5. It is a crucial, centrally located transportation
link between the western half of the city and Town Center businesses, the Recreation Pavilion, the library and police station. 230th
Street is on bus routes for
or
bboth C
Community Transit
and the Edmonds
School
Sch
District, and it
is a preferred pedestrian
tria access across I-5.
The 230th Street
SW Reconstruction
Project will completely rebuild the existing
graveled shouldered
two-lane
two
roadway.
The new street will provide two vehicle travel
lanes, two bike lanes, intermittent
termitte parking lanes,
sidewalks on both sides, drainage
d
improvements, and a new water
main. The project will feature sidewalk ramps, a revised street profile
at 61st Avenue to improve sight distance, wider sidewalks at bus stops,
and new pavement markings.
The ARRA grant is in addition to a $245,995 grant from Washington State’s Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) to fund the
sidewalk portion of the project. The combined grants amount to
about two-thirds of the estimated construction contract cost. The
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project is scheduled to begin early in 2010. The completed project will
increase safety and provide a convenient, attractive route for motorists,
pedestrians, cyclists, and transit patrons.

Mountlake Terrace HomeStreet Bank Manager Marilla Sargent
presented a $1,000 check to the City Council at National Night Out
in August. HomeStreet Bank has donated $8,500 to the Michelle
Ringler Recreation Scholarship Fund since 2004. Thank you!
Photo courtesy of Red Fish, Blue Fish Photography
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NOVEMBER 2
Public Hearings on Mid-Biennial Budget Ordinance and
2010-2015 Transportation Improvement Program
NOVEMBER 9
Planning Commission Public Hearing on Comprehensive
Plan Amendments

City Meeting Sustainability Goals
Millions of Gallons of Water Saved
Progress on enacting the city’s Sustainability Strategy was reported to the City Council
at a recent meeting. The Sustainability Strategy, adopted in 2008, recommends activities
to encourage sustainable practices, both public and private. Sustainability is a term that
means taking care of the environment, economy, and community livability all at the
same time.
The report to Council noted that almost 3,000 linear feet of sidewalks were constructed
last year to improve the city’s walkability and that city employee use of alternative commute
transportation programs had increased from 12 percent to 30 percent.
Fuel consumption by city vehicles was cut by about 2,100 gallons in 2008 and is on
track to be cut another 2,100 gallons this year. The City of Mountlake Terrace has been
converting its fleet gradually to hybrids and other fuel-efficient models. Paper usage last
year was reduced by 60 percent, mainly due to double-sided copying and more reliance
on electronic information.
By replacing old water mains and making other system improvements, the city also saved
31 million gallons of water citywide in 2008, compared to 2007.
To help carry out the Sustainability Strategy and ensure the goals are being met, the city
formed a “Green Team”, with representatives from each city department. Part of the Green
Team’s responsibility is to prepare green tips for the City Happenings newsletter and the
city’s website.
More information is available online at: www.cityofmlt.com. For other sustainability
information, call Senior Planner Edith Duttlinger, at (425) 744-6279.

Members of the 2009 Police Citizens Academy.
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Meetings

OCTOBER 26
Planning Commission Review of Comprehensive
Plan Amendments

NOVEMBER 12
City Council Review of Comprehensive Plan Amendments
NOVEMBER 16
Public Hearing on 2010 Property Tax Ordinance
DECEMBER 7
City Council Public Hearing on Comprehensive
Plan Amendments

Garbage Collection During
Inclement Weather
Our stormy days are just around the corner, so it’s a
good time to review how Waste Management (WM)
handles garbage collection when snow and ice
prevent regular weekly collection.
Garbage will be collected on the next regularly
scheduled collection day. In addition, WM will
provide a drop-box at a central location for customers
who have immediate disposal needs. When heavy
snow prevented weekly collection in 2008, large
collection boxes were located at the Civic Center.
Yard debris shall be collected on the
Saturday following the interrupted collection.
Recyclables will be collected on the next regularly
scheduled collection day for recyclables. WM will
provide a drop-box at a central location for customers
who have immediate recycling needs. As in 2008, this
will likely be at the Civic Center.
Multifamily, Commercial and Drop-box
Customers: WM will collect as soon as weather
conditions improve. In some commercial areas, WM
may collect after regular hours and/or on Saturdays in
order to catch up.
If inclement weather occurs on the same scheduled
collection day two weeks in a row, an additional
collection will be made on the next possible business
day that same week, (i.e. not waiting for the regularly
scheduled collection day for the missed area.)
Check the Waste Management website at www.
wmnorthwest.com or local radio, TV and websites
during inclement weather for the latest updates on
when WM services will be scheduled.
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Council Highlights
SEPTEMBER

Lake Ballinger shore
230TH & HALL CREEK
after the December
DECEMBER 3, 2007
2007 flood event.

Strategic Action Plan Approved
The Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Forum met in July at the Mountlake
Terrace Library to review the Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Strategic Action
Plan (SAP). Action was taken by the Forum to approve and deliver the plan to
each of the member jurisdictions for consideration and adoption. The plan
was approved by the Mountlake Terrace City Council on September 21.
The plan has been in development for the past year with funding from a
$200,000 legislative appropriation managed by the Department of Ecology
to assess the surface water and groundwater impacts to the level of Lake
Ballinger. The cities of Edmonds, Lake Forest Park, Lynnwood, Mountlake
Terrace, and Shoreline along with Snohomish County formed the Lake
Ballinger/McAleer Forum in early 2008. The primary concern for the
Forum to address was the level of Lake Ballinger as it relates to flooding, to
include associated water levels on both Hall and McAleer Creek. Secondary
issues included water quality, aquatic habitat, and lake and streamside
enhancement opportunities. A draft plan was developed with input from
Forum members and the public through three open public meetings and
monthly Forum sessions prior to final adoption.
In September, the Mountlake Terrace City Council reviewed the highest
ranked action items and available financial funding options. The Council
discussed the Mountlake Terrace involvement in planned actions and an
outline of the next steps for the Forum on issues related to surface water
and water quality in the Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Watershed. “It is
the city’s objective to make culvert improvements at Hall Creek and 230th
and move forward with SAP recommendations including McAleer Creek
weir repair,” said City Manager John Caulfield.
The SAP can be reviewed on the city’s website www.cityofmlt.com, click
on Lake Ballinger Watershed Forum under Most Requested Services and
scroll down to the SAP.

Watch For Free Garbage Tags!
Beginning this fall, Waste Management will include a tag with your
garbage bill every few months that you can use to put on one extra item
for collection free of charge. This tag program replaces the annual
curbside pickup.
You can use the tag as soon as you get it, or you can save them up to use
all at once. Use the tags to get rid of that old armchair, broken children’s toy,
or to put out extra garbage at the holidays.
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• Approved Submittal of Urban Vitality Grant
Application for 230th St. Reconstruction Project
• Report on Off Leash Dog Park
• Census 2010 Update
• Sustainability Strategy Update
• Reviewed Council Goals and Workplan
• Reviewed Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Strategic
Action Plan
• Reviewed 2009-2010 Mid-Biennial Budget Schedule
• Presentation from Washington Aerospace
Partnership
• Approved Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek Strategic
Action Plan
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with City of Brier for
Sewer Construction at 214th Street and 38th Place
• Adopted Revised 2008-2010 City Council Goals
and Workplan
• Adopted Ordinance to Amend Library Board
Membership
• Declared Systems Furniture as Surplus

AUGUST
• Presentation on Stevens Hospital 2009-2012
Strategic Plan
• Updated on Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Proposals
• Adopted Resolution to Restore EMS Levy
• Appointed Committee Members to Prepare
Statement For and Against Statements for EMS Levy
Ballot Measure
• Presentation by Domestic Violence Services of
Snohomish County
• Reviewed Hazard Mitigation Plan for Submittal to
State and Federal Agencies
• Snow and Ice Removal Update
• Held Public Hearing and Adopted Ordinance to
Renew Moratorium on Wireless Telecommunications
Facilities in Downtown Zoning District
• Held Public Hearing and Adopted Ordinance to
Renew Moratorium on Conditional Uses in Single
Household Zoning Districts
• Presentation to Recognize Mountlake Terrace Police
Department Accomplishments
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with the City of Brier
for Vehicle Maintenance
• Approved Hazard Mitigation Plan for Submittal to
State and Federal Agencies
• Report on Second Quarter Crime Statistics
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Lake Ballinger Island Closed Indefinitely
This pa
past
ast su
summer
umm
mer brought sun
sunny
unny days and record high
high
temperatures
temperatuures in
including
ncluding the hottest
hotteest day ever on record
record
in
i the Seattle
Seaattlee area. Unfortunately, a fire ignitedd on the
Lake Ballinger Island during this time as a result of an
unattended barbecue. Neighbors around Lake Ballinger
and the surrounding area experienced smoke and parkgoers were unable to use the beach at Lake Ballinger, as
it was closed for emergency response and access to the
island.
Although the fire was extinguished after a few weeks
of dousing the 3-acre peat-bog island with water from
the lake, dangers remain and the island is closed until
further notice. The closure is due to dangerous sinkholes
and hazardous trees that could fall.
Peat bog fires are very difficult to put out, as our
community experienced. Because the fires can continue
deep under the surface, they can smolder for extended
periods of time, even after heavy rains.
Peat fires also pose safety issues for firefighters, as the
thin surface can break through to fire and extremely hot
areas underneath that are not apparent from the outside.
Peat fires also produce more smoke than wood fires, due
to the high amounts of water vapor released.
The cause of the fire is believed to be accidental, and
a suspect has been identified as part of the ongoing
investigation. If you see anyone accessing the island,
please call 9-1-1 immediately.

Island Fire Results
in Dangerous
Conditions

Huge Decrease in Traffic Collisions Since 2008
Second Quarter Report Indicates Safer Community
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Traffic Stops by Month
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The City of Mountlake Terrace Police Department’s increased traffic
enforcement is paying off noted Police Chief Greg Wilson during a report
to the City Council in August. In a presentation on the Police Department’s
second quarter crime statistics for 2009, Chief Wilson reported that traffic
collisions were down 29% compared to the second quarter of 2008.
He attributed the significant decrease in traffic collisions to increased
enforcement and visibility within the community.
The Police Chief stated that the number of infractions issued in the
second quarter increased 61% compared to 2008 data. “Addressing and
correcting the driving behavior of violators makes our roads and community
safer,” said Chief Wilson. “Additionally, when drivers see another vehicle
pulled over by the police, it makes them think about their driving habits.”
Chief Wilson said overall crime in Mountlake Terrace has dropped fivepercent in the first six months of the year compared to the same period
of 2008. The Chief also reported that the Code Enforcement Division
continues to seek voluntary compliance to alleviate the negative effects of
nuisance properties on the community. He added that property owners
who refuse to cooperate and comply to remedy code violations are receiving
criminal citations.
For more information on the city’s crime statistics and code enforcement
program, click the Police Department link under city ser vices at
www.cityofmlt.com or call (425) 670-8260.
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Free Community Training
October 21, 7-8:30pm
Mountlake Terrace Library
23300 58th Avenue W.

A

s the weather turns colder and we begin to enjoy all the things
that fall has to offer, the City of Mountlake Terrace reminds
you that October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Domestic violence is still a very real concern in our local community.
In 2008 the Mountlake Terrace Police Department responded to more
than 350 calls of domestic violence. While many of the perpetrators
of such violence would like us to believe that these issues are “family
affairs,” domestic violence is in fact a community concern.
In order to deal with this community concern, the City Council has
dedicated resources to maintain this program through partnerships
with local agencies.” A Domestic Violence Coordinator works
within the Police Department. In this role, the DV Coordinator
conducts follow up investigation of all domestic violence crimes
and works with the prosecutor to ensure that offenders are held
accountable for their behavior by the court system. Also working
at the Police Department is a Domestic Violence Legal Advocate.
This position is supported by a partnership between the City of
Mountlake Terrace and Domestic Violence Services of Snohomish
County. The Legal Advocate helps victims fill out protection orders
and with family court matters, provides court support and referrals to
other community resources.
On October 1, the city’s Purple Light Nights campaign began. The
Domestic Violence Movement uses the purple ribbon as the symbol
of unity in the fight against family violence. The Purple Light Nights
program takes this symbol one step further by providing purple light
bulbs (black-lights) to the community with the intent that they be

“Going Green”

displayed during the entire month of October in honor of Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. We have a limited supply available to
give to the public at no cost. If you already have a purple light, please
display them throughout the month.
In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the city will also
be holding a free community training on October 21 at the Mountlake
Terrace Library from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. To register for the training or
if you would like to have a purple light to display, please contact DV
Coordinator Danielle Singson at (425) 744-6257.

Local Domestic
Violence Resources

Domestic Violence Services
of Snohomish County .............24 Hours - (425) 25-ABUSE
(425) 252-2873
Mountlake Terrace DV Coordinator ........................................ (425) 744-6257
Mountlake Terrace Legal Advocate ........................................ (425) 744-6298
Snohomish County Victim/
Witness Assistance Unit .................................................... (425) 388-6323
(for felony criminal cases)
Domestic Violence City Prosecutor ........................................ (425) 778-2429

✄

More information on Purple Light Nights can be found at
www.purplelightnights.org

TThese
hese tricks will help you treat the
EEarth
ar right on this spooky night.

REUSE OR MAKE A COSTUME.
E Rather than buy a new
costume you (or your child) will only wear once, make one
out of clothes and fabrics you already have. You can also
get terrific “costumes” at thrift shops and yard sales. Swap
costumes with neighbors and friends. Donate your kids’ used
costumes to day care centers or shelters.

RECYCLE.
R
ECYCL After Halloween, recycle your pumpkins, the straw
you used to build scarecrows, and any other organic material
by composting it or put out with yard waste.

BAG IT. Use reusable buckets, canvas bags or pillowcases
to collect the candy.

KEEP IT SIMPLE. Choose candy that comes in a minimum
amount of packaging. Or skip the candy altogether in
favor of usable treats like pencils, pens, funky erasers
and even coins!

REDECORATE. Keep Halloween decorations from year to
year so you don’t need to buy new ones each season.
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✄

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN. Urge your children to dispose of
their candy wrappers in their bags or in trash cans rather than
on the street.
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Get Ready Now For Emergencies
Snow and wind storms, f loods, fire,
extended power outages and inf luenza
outbreaks. These are emergencies that our area
has experienced and they can happen at anytime.
As we head into the winter time, it is important
to take time to prepare yourself and your family

for potential emergencies. The city provides
information and links on its website to help
you get prepared for a variety of emergencies.
Go to www.cityofmlt.com, “For Residents” and
click on “Emergency Preparedness.” You can
also find an H1N1 information link at the top
of the city news on the home page.
The city prepares for emergencies by
working together with the Emergency Services
Coordinating Agency (ESCA), Fire District 1
and other agencies to develop preparedness,
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mitigation and recovery plans. Some disasters
may require a significant response beyond what
the city can normally supply. A coordinated
response from many jurisdictions, including
local, regional, state and federal agencies can be
required to protect public health, life, property,
and provide relief to
citizens. You should
prepare to take care of
yourself, your family,
and your pets for several
days in case the city is
unable to help you right
away.
If the roads were not
passable and you could
not go to the store, do
you have supplies to
last at least three days?
Do you have a plan
with your family and
neighbors? If not, take
the time now to get prepared. If you are already
prepared, it’s time to review your plans and
check your supplies.
The next time you go shopping, pick up some
extra bottled water, canned food and batteries.
Don’t forget about prescription medications,
diapers, and personal hygiene items. Make a kit
with your emergency supplies, one for home
and one for the car. Check out the city’s website
and get started on your emergency plan before
the storms arrive. You’ll be glad you did.

Mountlake
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Arts & Cultural Plan
Nearing Completion
The Arts and Cultural Plan guides day-today and long range decisions that reflect the
city’s vision for a vibrant arts community.
Throughout this year-long planning process,
the Arts Advisory Commission provided
guidance and ample opportunities for
public involvement, including educating and
surveying the community about future cultural
services and public art programs. Key planning
meetings were conducted that included a
number of focus groups. The focus groups
were comprised of representatives from the
Edmonds School District, Cities of Edmonds
and Lynnwood, Arts Council of Snohomish
County, Mountlake Terrace Business
Association, non-profit art organizations, local
artists and citizens.
The draft Arts and Cultural Strategic Plan
was presented to the City Council in July
and to the Planning Commission in August.
The presentations included an overview
of the planning process, key findings and
recommendations to be considered as part of
the final plan document. The City Council is
scheduled to consider the Arts and Cultural
Strategic Plan for adoption in October.
For more information, please contact
Recreation and Parks Director Don Sarcletti
at (425) 640-3104 or visit www.cityofmlt.com
and click “How do I…Find Arts and Cultural
Plan info?”

CityHappenings

Community Survey

More City Information
Only a Click Away
The City of Mountlake Terrace will soon have
a new online resource called “MLT Anytime.”
This customer service feature provides our
community the opportunity to look
up information, get answers to the
most frequently asked questions,
and forward a service request
to the city via our website,
www.cityofmlt.com.
Through a hosted web-based
subscription with a company
called Government Outreach,
we can offer a centralized process
of obtaining and distributing service
to the community.
MLT Anytime is accessed through a click
of a button. The search page lets you enter
key words or you can choose one of the
“top ten” topics. You can also search by

department. For many of the topics, you can
report something or send an inquiry by email
simply by selecting to send a service request.
The email is then automatically
routed, and you will receive a
response with a unique tracking
number that can be used later
to check the progress of
your request.
You can also register
to receive email alerts to
everything from community
events to police advisories. Alerts
can be tailored to your interests,
so you only receive information on the
things you want. Look for the MLT Anytime
logo on the homepage of our website. At press
time, this convenient new service is expected
to launch some time in October.

The city will be conducting a survey this
fall to get your feedback on the quality and
usefulness of community services. A similar
survey was done in 2007, and the results this
year will help measure how we have done
in providing service since the last survey.
The survey will also help the City Council
identify priorities for the next two years when
they meet to discuss the results at a planning
session in early 2010.
The survey will be done by the National
Research Center (NRC) together with the
International City/County Management
Association. The survey is similar to those NRC
has done for hundreds of other communities.
The value of using NRC is that in addition
to the results of our own community survey,
NRC also provides a comparison of how we
measure with other similar-sized communities
across the country.
To see results of the 2007 survey, visit our
website at www.cityofmlt.com and click the
city services tab followed by finances
and budget. Then look for the community
survey link on the financial report and
presentations page.

Construction Update

Three Lane Configuration: 244th Street SW, 56th to 59th Avenue W (Looking West)

Projects Currently Underway
52nd Avenue W Reconstruction Project
(212th to 220th)
Work began in late July on the project to repave nearly one-half
mile of 52nd Avenue West, from 212th to 220th. This project includes
constructing new sidewalk ramps, replacing deteriorated curb and
sidewalk, making storm and sewer repairs, installing new traffic
signs, and restriping the street to add bicycle lanes. The project is
funded mostly by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,
the so called “economic stimulus package”. So far the street surface
has been milled and areas of pavement replaced, new sidewalk
ramps installed, and storm drainage and sewer repairs made.
Construction is scheduled to be complete by the end of October.

244th Street SW Overlay
This is a joint jurisdiction project with the City of Shoreline
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to repave 244th Street from the east approach of 56th to Ballinger
Way. The work completed so far includes storm system repairs, new
sidewalk ramps, pavement repairs, and an asphalt concrete overlay.
To finish the project, 244th will be restriped. Between 56th and 59th,
the street will be reconfigured from four to three lanes, with two
through lanes, a two way left turn lane, and bike lanes on both sides
(see graphic). The work should be complete by mid-October.

223rd and 42nd Sidewalk
The project will provide a new sidewalk on the south side of
223rd Street SW and on the west side of 42nd Place W between
the traffic signal at 44th Avenue W and the walkway to Cedar Way
Elementary School. These improvements will also eliminate a gap
in the sidewalk network and create a continuous pedestrian access
throughout the neighborhood. Construction just began and is
scheduled to be completed by mid-November.
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Pavilion Pool Picked as Parents’ Favorite
Best Swim Class in Greater Seattle Area
The Mountlake Terrace Recreation
Pavilion’s
P
Aquatics Program was honored
with
w
Nickelodeon’s 2009 “Parents’ Pick
Award”
A
for Best Swim Class in the Seattle
area.
ar
The award follows Seattle Magazine’s
honor
h
as the “Best Pool for Toddlers” earlier
this year. The Pavilion Pool has now received
its 6th major award since 2006.
Nickelodeon’s website, www.parentsconnect
.com, sponsored the competition that ran
nationally from May 5 through July 15.
The contest invited parents to vote for their
favorites in several different categories like
“Best Bookstore” and “Best Farmer’s Market”
in each major metropolitan area of the
United States.

Internet voters had high praise for the
program that received the highest five-star
rating (great for kids and families). One online
comment included, “My grandson loves the
Pavilion. We can spend hours together
because it accommodates all ages. It is a
beautiful facility.”
To learn more about Nickelodeon’s 2009
Parents’ Pick Awards, visit www.gocitykids.
parentsconnect.com, look for the “Parents’ Picks”
tab on the white menu bar, then click on
“Seattle.” More information on the Pavilion
and all of the Mountlake Terrace Recreation
Programs is available at www.mltrec.com or by
phone at (425) 776-9173.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library
Lib
brary Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Thi d W
Third
Wednesday
d d off each
h
month at 5:30 p.m.
at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Community Policing
Advisory Board
Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Planning Commission

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 14, 8 am
TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 10, 6 pm

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission
Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

