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Civic Campus Renovation on Ballot
Artist’s rendering of activities at the future
Civic Campus Community/Senior Center

Mountlake Terrace voters will be asked to consider a proposition on the
November 2 ballot to issue bonds totaling no more than $37.5 million for
the construction of a new Civic Campus. This proposition will enable the
city to renovate the Civic Campus, originally built in 1961, and rejuvenate
the downtown with new public space, including a community and senior
activity center, new police station, emergency operations center, meeting
rooms, expanded farmers market, civic green space with sitting areas and
spray fountain to serve as a gathering place and link to Veterans Memorial
Park. All of these amenities will be next-door to the downtown that is
planned for revitalization.
City offices will return to the old civic center site that now stands empty
and a new police station would extend from those offices to provide civic
functions all under one roof. The site would be enhanced with tree-lined
streetscapes, wider sidewalks, improved crosswalks, amphitheater for
concerts and festivals, and replacement of the original roof, furniture and
heating/air conditioning system at the library.
The Civic Campus will retain the library and fire station and convert
the outdated police station to an emergency operations center to include
records and evidence storage. A new modern police station and emergency
operations center will meet public safety needs for the 21st century. Today
the Police Department provides services that did not exist in the past
including animal control, electronic home monitoring, crime prevention,
code enforcement, domestic violence, SWAT, canine assistance, and
community service programs. Safety improvements, such as secure
prisoner transport areas, are also an important part of the project.
The city is currently renting space after a ceiling collapse at the former
civic center necessitated a move in 2009. The old building was demolished
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this year after decades of structural problems and safety hazards.
The new Civic Campus concept was created following six months of
meetings and open houses conducted by an eleven-member Civic Facility
Advisory Task Force in 2008. The citizen Task Force reviewed a number
of sites and financing options and recommended the Civic Campus be
built on the old civic center site and that the City Council seek voter
approval to fund the project.
The Council’s decision to put the project on the ballot in November
was prompted by a very positive bidding climate (projects are coming in
up to 30% below estimates). The Council structured the financing so
property owners won’t have to begin paying the full cost of the levy for up
to three years to allow time for the economy to improve. The additional
property tax for the owner of an average home ($256,200) at current levy
rates would be zero in 2011 and $3.48 per month in 2012. The full cost,
totaling $19.27 per month, would begin in 2013.
These amounts will be less if construction bids are lower than estimated
and the city spends less than the $37.5 million. They will be further reduced
as new development occurs in Mountlake Terrace over the next several years
and property owners of redeveloped properties pay into the levy.
If approved, the project will be designed in 2011. Construction would
begin in early 2012 with completion scheduled for summer of 2013. Once
completed, the new Civic Campus with all of its community amenities will
form the heart of the Town Center and serve as a catalyst for transforming
our downtown area into an attractive gathering place for Mountlake
Terrace residents and visitors.
For more information about the Civic Campus proposal, please call
(425) 744-6205 or view the city’s webpage at www.civiccampus.com.
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October 25
Planning Commission Review of
Comprehensive Plan Amendments
November 1
Public Hearing on 2011 Property Tax
Ordinance
November 1
Public Hearing on 2011-2012 Proposed
Biennial Budget
November 8
Planning Commission Public Hearing on
Comprehensive Plan Amendments
November 10
City Council Review of Comprehensive Plan
December 6
Public Hearing on Comprehensive Plan
Amendments Ordinance

Police Explorers Receive Honors
In September, the City Council recognized ten Mountlake
Terrace Police Explorers for their volunteer work in the city. Five
Mountlake Terrace Explorers attended a training academy hosted by
the Washington Law Enforcement Explorer Advisors Association
in Sunnyside, Washington this summer. Of over 300 participants,
Mountlake Terrace Explorers received four first place awards in its
first year of participation including: Alex Senko for academics;
Chris Bentley for physical agility and drill down competition; and
Jake Reardon for drill down competition. Congratulations to the

Mountlake Terrace Police Explorers!
The Mountlake Terrace Explorer Post is for local youth, ages 14
to 20. Detective Tim Krahn, once an Explorer himself, formed the
post in 2008. This volunteer program provides a variety of services
to the Police Department and community including event assistance and special tasks within the Police Department. Many of the
Police Explorers go on to careers in the law enforcement field. For
more information about the Police Explorer program, call the Police
Department at (425) 670-8260.

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
The City of Mountlake Terrace has
been awarded ten electric vehicle charging
stations to be installed upon approval by
Community Transit at the Transit Center,
near I-5 and 236th Street SW.
The special charging stations are
intended to help reduce greenhouse
gases. Valued at $52,000 as part of a
grant from ChargePoint America, the
charging systems are funded through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act and the Department of Energy.
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The greater Seattle area is targeted for
early release of an all-electric car, the Nissan
Leaf. Another electric car, the Chevrolet
Volt, is due for release this year, as well.
Infrastructure for easy charging of these
vehicles is important to making them a
viable option for people.
As part of its adopted Sustainability
Strategy, the City of Mountlake Terrace
is promoting environmentally-friendly
transportation, including electric vehicles.

Mountlake
Terrace
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✂
October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month
Domestic violence is a very real concern in our local community. In
2009 the Mountlake Terrace Police Department responded to more
than 400 calls of domestic violence. While many of the perpetrators
of such violence would like us to believe that these issues are “family
affairs”, domestic violence is in fact a community concern.
The city partners with local resources to address domestic violence
with a Violence and Crime Prevention Specialist who works in the
Police Department. The Specialist conducts follow up investigation
of all domestic violence crimes and works with our Prosecutor to
ensure that offenders are held accountable for their behavior by the
court system.
The city also has a Domestic Violence Legal Advocate that is
supported by a partnership with Domestic Violence Services of
Snohomish County. The Legal Advocate assists victims with filling
out protection orders and other family court matters, provides court
support, and also provides referrals to other community resources.
The city began its 2nd annual Purple Light Nights Campaign
on October 1 in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Purple light bulbs (black lights) are provided to the community to

Local Domestic
Violence Resources
Domestic Violence Services
of Snohomish County...............(425)-25-ABUSE
(425) 252-2873 (24 Hours)
Mountlake Terrace Violence and
Crime Prevention Specialist ......................................(425) 744-6257
Mountlake Terrace Legal Advocate.................................(425) 744-6298
Snohomish County Victim/Witness Assistance Unit.........(425) 388-6323
(for felony criminal cases)
Mountlake Terrace DV Prosecutor..................................(425) 778-2429

✂

display during October as a reminder of Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. If you would like a purple light for your home, please contact
Danielle Singson at the City of Mountlake Terrace Police Department at
(425) 744-6257. There is a limited supply available at no cost. However, if
you already have a purple light, please display it throughout the month.

Culvert Removal and Sewer
Improvements Planned

I

dentified as a high priority in the 2008 Stormwater Comprehensive Plan,
the Hall Creek Culvert Removal and Stream Restoration project will reduce
localized flooding during large storm events by removing the four undersized
culverts under the 230th Street SW crossing of Hall Creek.
Once the culverts are removed, this area will be restored to become an open
flowing creek and natural aquatic habitat. The benefits include enhanced
water quality and elimination of barriers to fish passage. Although the short
segment of roadway above the creek will be eliminated, pedestrian access across
the creek will be preserved with the construction of a pedestrian bridge. The
removal of the culverts will require the relocation of a water main that extends
through the roadway embankment above Hall Creek. It will be reconstructed
below the creek bed.
The Ballinger Lake Golf Course Sewer Replacement companion project
will reconstruct and rehabilitate the sewer main across the golf course parking lot
between Lakeview Drive and east side of Hall Creek. The existing sewer main is
underlain by soft unstable soils and has settled over the past 40 years. High levels
of maintenance are needed to maintain flow capacity in this water main.
Design and permitting for these projects is scheduled be completed by April
2011 with construction following in the summer.

cityofmlt.com

More information on Purple Light Nights can be found at
www.purplelightnights.org

Council Highlights
August
• Considered Pavement Marking Options for
236th Street SW
• Reviewed 2010 Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Process
• Reviewed Recreation Investment Requirements
for Development Projects
• Approved Lake Ballinger/McAleer Creek
Watershed Forum Interlocal Agreement
• Approved Brook Glen Recreation Investment
Requirements
• Adopted Utility Revenue Bond Ordinance
• Legislative Agenda and Grant Funding Update
• Second Quarter Financial Report and
Performance Measures

September

• General Lake Ecology Presentation by State
Department of Ecology
• Updated on Preferred Bus Service
Strategy Process
• Response to County Invitation to Consult on
Urban Center Development
• Review of Stormwater Code Ordinance
• Recognized Mountlake Terrace Police Explorers
• Community Transit Presentation
• Presentation by Snohomish County Public Utility
District (PUD)
• Adopted 2011-2013 State Legislative Agenda
• Adopted Resolution to Support Studying and
Establishing a Transfer of Development
Rights Program
• Report on Hearing Examiner Program
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Back Row:
Brenda Kipling, Dean
Zenk, Viol Hirsch, Stephen
and T.J. Hunt, Dale
Jeremiah, Peter Gradwohl,
Eddie Much, Lance and
Margaret Kenison
Middle Row:
Eva Reynaga-Bautista &
LaRae Richards, Rochelle
McKenzie, Harriett Miller,
Arthur, Sarah & Rachael
Clark, Helen Jeremiah,
Max & Sophie Gradwohl
Front Row:
Rose Hirsch, Toni Hunt,
Sharon Redden, Alicia
Hanson, Lucy Much,
Kim Michel
Photo by Red Fish/Blue Fish Photography

Awards Presented for Pride in Properties

T

Evergreen Awards Recognize Property Owners

he Mountlake Terrace Evergreen Awards Ceremony recognized
nearly 70 property owners at a reception held at Ballinger Clubhouse
in September. Partially funded by a grant from Snohomish CountyCamano Association of Realtors, the program promotes beautification
efforts in the city by recognizing residents and businesses who take pride
in maintaining their properties. This program also helped promote
conservation as part of the city’s sustainability strategy.
Of approximately 100 nominations, 20 award-winning properties
were selected after being judged against other nominees within their
neighborhood with 14 property owners garnering honorable mention
recognition. The city has six designated neighborhoods including
East Mountlake Terrace, Gateway, Lake Ballinger, Melody Hill, North
Mountlake Terrace, and Town Center.
Winners included residential property owners, business owners, and
multifamily property owners. Two Transformation Awards recognized
properties that were renovated to become an asset to the community.
There were two Most Sustainable Awards presented that honored property
owners who best utilized green features to help preserve the environment.
Two of last year’s honorable mention recipients achieved winner status in
2010. Previous winners are not eligible to win again in the same category.
Look for nomination forms at city facilities and online at www.cityofmlt.
com next spring to nominate the hidden gem in your neighborhood.

2010 Evergreen Winners
Arthur & Sarah Clark
Peter & Andrea Gradwohl
Alicia Hanson
Health & Wellness Institute
Viol & Rose Hirsch
Stephen & Toni Hunt
Steve & Veronica Hurt
Dale & Helen Jeremiah
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Lance & Margaret Kenison
Eddie & Lucy Much
Margie Metzler
Harriett Miller
Joe Muller
Sharon Redden
Delores Teller
Dean Zenk & Rochelle McKenzie

Or, imagine how you can make your own property an Evergreen
Award Winner!

City Maintaining Programs
& Services
2nd Quarter Financial Report Provided to Council
At its regular meeting on August 16 the City Council was provided a
report on the city’s finances through the first half of 2010. The report
showed that despite the recession, the first six months of 2010 were
successful in terms of continuing to provide key community services while
still maintaining a sound financial position.
City Manager John Caulfield gives the credit to the strong financial
policies and long-range forecasting of the Council. “This kind of result
starts at the top with strong and effective leadership from the City Council.
We’ve turned a crisis into opportunities by focusing on priorities and
partnerships such as administrative support for SNOCOM and providing
fleet maintenance for the cities of Brier and Shoreline.”
Caulfield cautioned, that in the future, local governments are expected
to face more challenges. “The city has practiced fiscal discipline while
maintaining services during the most turbulent times in recent history,”
Caulfield said. “In 2008, the city began putting a number of steps in place
to reduce costs. These steps included curtailing, and in some instances,
eliminating discretionary spending. These steps have continued into 2010.”
The city has been holding its own since economic conditions took a
turn for the worse in 2007 by controlling expenses.
The city has been able to stay ahead of this downward revenue trend by
keeping expenses under budget by $442,609 or 6.0 percent.
Councilmember Kyoko Matsumoto Wright remarked, “I am amazed at
what we’ve done. We’re actually doing such a good job. Other cities are
envious of our position.”
More information on the 2010 2nd quarter reports on finances
and performance measures can be found on the city’s website at
www.cityofmlt.com. Go to City Services, Finance/Budget, Reports
and Presentations.
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230th Street Reconstruction Complete
The reconstruction of 230th Street SW, between 56th and Interstate
5, was completed earlier this fall. This street is a crucial east-west
transportation link between the western half of the city and Town
Center businesses, the Recreation Pavilion, the library and police
station. It is on bus routes for both Community Transit and the

Edmonds School District, and is a preferred pedestrian access across
I-5. The new street provides two vehicle travel lanes, two bike lanes,
on-street parking, sidewalks on both sides and drainage improvements.
The improvements include sidewalk ramps, a revised street profile at
61st Avenue to improve sight distance, and wider sidewalks at bus
stops. Approximately, two-thirds of the project costs
were provided by an American Recover y and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant of $818,156 and a
$245,995 grant from Washington State’s Transportation
Improvement Board (TIB). The completed project
creates a safe, convenient, and attractive route for
motorists, pedestrians, cyclists, and transit patrons.

Street Seal
Coat Program
Completed
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The 2010 Street Seal Coat Program provided the
pavement preserving ”chip seal” treatment on over
4 miles of residential and arterial streets. It was
completed earlier this summer. In the northern
part of the city, the treatment was applied on
selected streets bounded by Interstate 5 on the
west, 220th on the south, 48th on the east and
212th on the north, together with 64th/219th/60th
between 216th and 220th, and 218th between 64th
and 66th. Farther south, 236th Street SW between
54th and Cedar Way received a chip seal. The work
consisted of applying crushed rock on a liquid
asphalt layer sprayed onto the existing road
surface. After compaction, a coat of diluted
asphalt emulsion “fog seal” was applied for final
binding of the aggregate.
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New Lane Striping on 236th Street
Bike Lanes Added

Following the pavement preserving chip
seal application on 236th Street SW, new
pavement markings were installed that revised
the lane configurations from 54th Avenue W
and Cedar Way. These modifications will
increase safety while maintaining ample
capacity for traffic and parking on 236th.

Between 48th to Cedar Way, the four
vehicle lanes were replaced with three lanes
and two bike lanes. The middle lane of the
three is a two-way left turn lane. The three
lane configuration will provide greater
safety for residents turning left off and onto
236th Street.

S&P Gives City High Bond Rating
Standard & Poor’s (S&P) has assigned its ‘AA’ Rating to the city’s
2010 series water and sewer revenue bonds. In a report issued on
August 4, S&P assigned the city a ‘AA’ rating with a stable outlook,
noting that the city has sound financial policies and practices,
including quarterly financial performance reviews and a six-year
forecasting model. The city’s first-ever rating by Standard & Poor’s,
a ‘AA’ rating indicates the city is a quality borrower with very strong
capacity to meet its financial commitments.
The S&P report commends the city for its resourcefulness in
responding to changing conditions. The report states, “The stable
outlook reflects what we believe is a robust and institutionalized array
of management practices that provide a framework for the utility to
identify and respond to unexpected financial challenges.”
The S&P Analyst told city officials that the city stands out on
management and the fact that the city monitors itself on a quarterly
basis is significant. The Analyst also reported that the city is clearly
different than the city of three or so years ago.
“I would like to congratulate our City Council and staff on this
achievement,” said City Manager John Caulfield. “The ‘AA’ bond
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Between 54 th and 48 th, the previous
configuration of two vehicle lanes and two
parking lanes was revised to provide one
parking lane on the north side and two bike
lanes while maintaining the two vehicles
lanes. The bike lanes will separate motorists
and cyclists along the entire route.

rating translated into lower financing costs during the bond sale by
attracting a broader range of investors, saving the city $920,000 over
the life of the bonds.”

Construction of new traffic
signal at 214th & 44th
Construction of a new traffic signal at 214th Street SW and 44th
Avenue W will begin in late October. This intersection is midway
between the existing traffic signals on 44th Avenue located at 212th
Street SW and at the entrance to the Mountlake Terrace High School
(217th Street SW). This section of 44th Avenue is a busy and critical
corridor that must accommodate much of the northbound and
southbound traffic on the east side of the city along with the traffic
entering and exiting the high school.
The project will increase safety at the intersection and reduce the
delay motorists on 214th experience when trying to enter onto 44th
Avenue W. To promote a smooth flow of traffic, these three closely
spaced signals will be interconnected and their timing synchronized.
The signal is scheduled to be operating before the end of the year.

Mountlake
Mountlake
Terrace
Terrace
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SAVE THE DATE

Tree Lighting Ceremony
Friday,
Dec. 3
6:30pm
Evergreen
Playfield
Complex
22205
56th Ave.
West

PSRC Grant Awarded
for 212th Overlay
MLT and Lynnwood Receive $571,180
The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) has approved Surface
Transportation Program grant funding in the amount of $571,180
for the 212th Street SW Overlay Project. The grant will provide
about half of the cost of construction. This is a joint jurisdiction
project with the City of Lynnwood who will share the grant funds.
The project will restore the roadway pavement and re-channel 212th
Street SW from 44th to 52nd Avenues W. It includes pavement
milling, dig out pavement repairs and an asphalt concrete overlay.
New pavement markings will modify the roadway from 4 lanes to
a 3 lane configuration with bike lanes. Sidewalk ramp additions
and upgrades are also included. Construction is planned to take
place in the summer of 2011. The reconfiguration will provide both
Mountlake Terrace and Lynnwood residents greater safety turning
left off and onto 212th.

City Garners
Another Grant
$100,000 awarded by
Department of Commerce

Mountlake Terrace was selected to receive a $100,000 grant
from the State Department of Commerce for a planning project
aimed at encouraging urban development and reducing loss of
farmlands and forests.
About $ 1 million was provided by the state on a competitive
basis and Mountlake Terrace received the maximum grant
amount of $100,000. The funds were received by the State
nd
from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
The project will study how development rights from rural
land could be transferred to the city’s Town Center and
The 222 nd
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CityDirectory

ision
1st Marine Div d
Celebration Ban

Animal Control
(425) 744-6256
Building Permits
(425) 744-6267
Business Licenses
(425) 744-6211
city manager
(425) 744-6205
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
Engineering
(425) 744-6273
Fire Business Line
(425) 551-1200
Library
(425) 776-8722
Passports
(425) 744-6224
Pet Licenses
(425) 670-8260
Planning
(425) 744-6266
Police Business
(425) 670-8260
Public Works
(425) 670-8264
Pavilion & Pool
(425) 776-9173
Recycling & Transfer Station
(425) 388-3425
Street Lights Out
(425) 670-8264
Traffic Ticket/VIOLATIONS Bureau
(425) 744-6228
Utility Billing
(425) 744-6214 (425) 775-0420 fax

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Tour de Terrace
Thank you to the volunteer Tour de
Terrace Committee for putting on a fabulous
summer festival! Many people believe that
Tour de Terrace is planned and coordinated
by the city. This is not true. A core group
of volunteers created this event in 1993 in
honor of the city’s 40th birthday in 1994.
For the past 16 years, these hard-working
volunteers have dedicated countless hours
to make this a signature event that instills
pride in our community.
Volunteers do everything from organizing
the parade, scheduling bands and musical

entertainment, to hiring the fireworks and
carnival companies. They register food, arts,
crafts and commercial vendors for the street
fair, organize the car show, pancake breakfast, and operate the fan-favorite strawberry
shortcake booth.
This year, the renowned 1st Marine
Division Celebration Band (pictured
above) from Camp Pendleton, California
participated in the parade down 56th
Avenue. The band also gave a special
performance at the Evergreen Playfield
bandstand on Sunday evening to close out
another successful festival.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

Library Board

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Third Wednesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Library

Arts Advisory Commission Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Last Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Police Station

Second Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at
the Pavilion

Coffee with
the City
Wednesday
NOVEMBER 10, 8 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 1, 6 p.m.
Center Court
Wednesday
JAN. 12, 2011, 8 a.m.
Recreation Pavilion Jungle Room
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

