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Celebrating Community Pride

2016 Evergreen Award Winners

2016 Evergreen Award Winners pose with award plaques at a reception held this fall.

The Evergreen Awards is a program that takes unknown property
owners whose properties are admired by those passing by and connects
them to their local government and neighbors in a wonderful
celebration of community pride!
This fall, after a one-year budget hiatus, the City of Mountlake
Terrace recognized 25 property owners and their guests at the 7th
Evergreen Award Ceremony at Ballinger Clubhouse. From best
maintained residential properties, transformed businesses, and new

development that improved former eyesores, the program encourages
beautification efforts by recognizing residents and businesses who take
pride in maintaining their properties. This program also helps promote
conservation as part of the city’s sustainability strategy.
This year’s presentation featured 25 award winning properties,
including 14 Best Maintained Residence Awards from six neighborhoods. In addition, 10 Best Transformation Awards recognized owners
who renovated their properties to become assets (Continued on Page 3)

Congratulations
2016 Evergreen Award Winners!
Cascade View Neighborhood Winners
Frank & Kimmy Choe
Sam Yen & Nary Hoc
Brighton School
Brian Dadvar
Jamie Himmerich & Davi Tingdale
Merle & Nancy Blevins

Cedar Terrace Neighborhood Winners
Mitch & Vichit Birchfield
John & Tania Klippert
Cliff & Betty Porter

Lake Ballinger Neighborhood Winners
Robin & Lance Blacksmith
Ed & Helen Ersfeld
Dick & Jeanne Johnson
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Melody Hill Neighborhood Winners
Sam Almallah
Klara Dimitrova & Stefan Krachev
Jon Ness
Crema de la Crema, Inc.

Gateway Neighborhood Winners
Jose & Luz Laurean
Garry & Mary Swierenga
Cedar Cottages LLC
Mountlake Senior Living
Town Center Neighborhood Winners
Cindy Anderson
Admir & Amela Sejfic
Snohomish Pie Company
Leslie & Shawn McCulloch
Vineyard Park
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specialty and who are qualified to adapt and
modify your workout so you can move safely
towards your fitness goals.
Conditioning classes, like INSANITY,
Turbokick, dance fitness including Zumba
and the very popular PiYo work with a variety
of exercises that are choreographed to keep
your heart rate up while you exercise at your
own level. Anyone wanting a mat workout
that resembles Pilates should try Stretch &
Tone. This mat class will help empower your
core and you’ll leave feeling taller. Tai Chi and
Yoga classes address the body, mind and spirit.
With the use of breath and slower controlled
movements you’ll build endurance, balance
and flexibility as well as strength.
Silver Sneakers is for the senior community
and helps with balance, agility and building
strength for ease in daily activities. Our
diverse schedule of classes is planned so
you can have variety in your workout several
times a week.
In Mountlake Terrace, we strive to educate
individuals on how to use their bodies safely
and creatively. We hope to empower people
with increased athletic ability, intellectual
stimulation and opportunities for physical
self-expression. We also offer adult dance
classes that can support your fitness goals.
Look for our winter schedule in the Craze
magazine that is mailed to residents, available
at the Pavilion (5303 228th Street SW), or
available online at www.crazedigital.org.

Councilmember
Seaun Richards
(425) 218-5996

Find Fitness Classes at the Pavilion!
Come to the Recreation Pavilion for fun group fitness classes! Regular conditioning, a biweekly cardio workout or meditative Tai Chi and Yoga will keep the winter blues away and help
shed some of your comfort food calories. The Mountlake Terrace fitness program strives to build
community through inclusive classes. All our classes are taught by professionals trained in their

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Main Street Revitalization Project
The city’s consultant, KPG, has continued
to finalize design for Phase 1 of the project,
236th Street SW between the Mountlake
Terrace Transit Center and 56th Avenue W.
Finalizing the design has included coordination
with the proposed Sound Transit Light Rail
station to minimize conflicts between the two
projects. The city’s right-of-way consultant,
Universal Field Services has continued to
work on securing the necessary right-of-way
from adjacent property owners for project
improvements. The project is planned to go to
bid in 2017. Construction of Phase 1 has been
fully funded through appropriations from the
Department of Commerce and grant funding
through Puget Sound Regional Council.
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44th/224th/45th Water Main, Sanitary
Sewer, and Storm Drain Improvements
The project, which is nearing completion,
upgraded and replaced aging and undersized
water, sewer and storm facilities for increased
fire flow and capacity for current and future
usage along portions of 44th Avenue W, 224th
Street SW, 45th Place W, and 58th Avenue
W. Expect minor traffic delays through the
duration of the project which may continue
into early 2017.

Lakeview Drive Overlay
Thank you for your patience during the
construction of the Lakeview Drive Overlay
project. The project included pavement repair

Mountlake
Terrace

areas, minor storm drainage improvements,
ADA ramp improvements, pavement overlay
and markings.
Upon commencement of roadway repair
which takes place prior to the overlay, a few
areas of failing subgrade were discovered due
to elevated ground water conditions. To ensure the longevity of final roadway surface,
additional improvements were necessary. Due
to the sensitivity of the subgrade to moisture
as well as the final overlay, inclement weather
caused delays to completing this work. Funding
for the project was awarded to the city through
an Arterial Preservation Program grant offered by the Washington State Transportation
Improvement Board.
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Council Highlights
November
• 2016 Third Quarter Police Department Report
• Reviewed Low Impact Development (LID)
• Reviewed SEPA Code Update Ordinance
• Reviewed 2016 Budget Modifications
• Reviewed Proposed 2017-2018 Biennial Budget
Shawn and Leslie McCulloch with members of the City Council.

• Authorized Submission of LCLIP Notice of Intent

Continued From Page 1
to the community. Most Sustainable recognition was awarded to one property
owner for best utilization of green features (solar panels) to help preserve the
environment. Eight honorable mention awards were also presented. Winners
attended a ceremony and received a plaque from the City Council to display on
their properties and viewed a presentation of the winning and honorable mention properties.
Desserts for the reception were provided by two Transformation Award
recipients – Crema de la Crema, Inc. and Snohomish Pie Company who were
recognized for successful transformations of their properties.
"This program is a great way to recognize our community for their hard work
and care. Mountlake Terrace is in the midst of a major makeover and these folks
play a huge role in that – one property at a time,” stated Community Relations
Director Virginia Olsen.
Some of the highlights of the awards reception were the personal stories shared
about living and doing business in Mountlake Terrace. From the challenges and
joys of maintaining homes and businesses to moving to Mountlake Terrace because
of our convenient location and close proximity to transit and employment, the
audience laughed and enjoyed hearing about quality of life here.
"Although most properties are nominated by the city, we are seeing more and
more nominations from the community each year,” stated Olsen. Email cityhall@
ci.mlt.wa.us or call (425) 744-6206 for information about a property you would
like to nominate or complete the new online form at www.cityofmlt.com/481. Are
YOU the next Evergreen Award Winner? Nominate yourself or a neighbor this
coming spring!

• Authorized staff to Apply for CDBG Funds for
Bicentennial Park

Renewable Pet Licenses

• Reviewed Resolution Outlining City Hall
Advisory Committee’s Purpose & Duties

• Public Hearing on 2017-2018 Biennial Budget
• Adopted 2016 Budget Modification Ordinance
• Updated on Impact Fee Ordinances
• Reviewed 2017-2022 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) Ordinance
• Reviewed Low Impact Development (LID)
• Reviewed SEPA Code Update Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adoption of 2017 Property Tax
Ordinance & EMS Levy Resolution
• Public Hearing and Adopted 2017-2022 TIP Ordinance

October
• Public Hearing and Considered the Assumption of the
Rights, Powers, Etc. of the Transportation Benefit District
• Reviewed 2017-2019 Legislative Agenda
• Department Presentations of the Proposed
2017-2018 Biennial Budget
• Authorized City Manager to Execute Staffing
Agreement with Sound Transit
• Reviewed Recreation and Park Fees for
2017-2021 Resolution

• Domestic Violence Awareness Month Proclamation

Mountlake Terrace is a
• Adopted Resolution Establishing City Hall
city of over 21,000 people
Advisory Committee
and it is estimated there
• City Manager Performance Evaluation
may be as many as 13,000
Subcommittee Report
pets. The city is selling renewable pet license tags.
In an effort to streamline
the licensing process and conserve resources, our tags are now assigned to your pet for
their lifetime and are not transferrable. The licenses do expire and must be renewed each
year to stay current with correct information, but you no longer have to change tags.
Licenses can be purchased at the Police Department (5906 232nd Street SW), MondayFriday 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For your convenience, PAWS will also have licenses available
for purchase for a $3 fee. The cost for unaltered dogs and cats over three months of age
is $31.00 per year per pet or $15.50 per year per pet for neutered male or spayed female
dogs and cats. For seniors (65 and older), the cost is $8.50 per year per pet for neutered
male and spayed female dogs and cats. Replacement tags are $6.00 each.
For more information, contact Animal Control Officer Elena McKee at (425) 670-8260
or emckee@ci.mlt.wa.us.
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Volunteer Efforts Make a Difference!
Volunteers add value to our community and improve our quality of life! Thanks to voters passing the levy in August, we will have funding to fill a
vacant parks maintenance position in 2017 following a retirement this year. Despite the budget woes of the past few years, many park improvements
have been made because of the efforts of individuals, service groups, and agencies who donated time and talent!
Volunteers are important because they help the city leverage our limited resources to do the extra things we would like to do but probably
cannot afford, especially during tough financial times. Each year, we utilize our volunteer power to focus on specific parks and we are fortunate
when volunteers contact us to propose certain park projects, particularly the scouts in our community.
In 2016, we’ve seen major improvements at certain parks, especially Bicentennial Park as well as the massive Ballinger Park that was converted
from a golf course a few years ago. In this newsletter, we will share some of the volunteer success stories of the past year.
It’s also notable that the city has worked hard to seek out grant funding and appropriations from state, federal and local government agencies.
In 2015-2016, the city has been able to obtain about $6.5 million in funding for infrastructure improvements including parks, sidewalks, trails,
and roads. In the coming year, the city will continue to seek federal and state funding to implement phases of the Ballinger Park Master Plan.

Crystal Commerce – Ballinger Park

Earth Day Volunteers

Ballinger Park & Hall Creek

Earth Day & Fall Park Clean Up Events

Numerous athletes from the Edmonds-Woodway & Meadowdale
Cross Country Teams removed excess vegetation and debris from the
creek area and park in exchange for using the park for a cross country
meet. Additionally, volunteers from the community that include
members of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission (RPAC)
& Neighborhood Park Improvement Subcommittee participated in
spring and fall clean up events at this park. Finally, over two dozen
employees of a local business, Crystal Commerce, did work on the trails
and along the creek bed at Ballinger Park in September.

Individuals and groups gathered together this past spring and
fall to continue work on Ballinger Park since its transformation to
a passive park. The city is seeking federal and state funding to begin
implementing the Master Plan that was adopted in 2015.

Bicentennial Park
Eagle Scout Candidates Dakota Damiano and Josh Hartre extended
the pathway at the park and Josh did some of the fundraising on the
project. This work was followed by additional work by Girl Scout Troop
#43752 who added a free library and painted benches. The Troop
leader, Brandy LeBlanc, also worked with the city to apply for and
receive a grant for $5,000. Over the years, spring clean up volunteers
have removed excess vegetation to open up the park and painted picnic
tables and the gazebo to make this park much more enjoyable and safe
for the community.

Earth Day Volunteers
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Evergreen Playfields
Eagle Scout Candidates Dustyn Stelter and Reagan Tedrow installed
a new stone retaining wall to replace an old wooden wall and installed a
new set of bleachers at the soccer field and a new bench near the tennis
courts (respectively). These amenities are nice additions for guests to
enjoy at sports games and community events.

Entryway Sites
Each year, our small but mighty MLT Garden Club plants the flowers
found at the entryway sites throughout the city and along the retaining
wall on 58th Avenue by the library. They only meet a few times a year
and really need more volunteers, even for just a few hours per year.
Please call Garden Club President Bonnie Mercer at (206) 910-0406 if
interested in donating a few hours next year.

RPAC Commissioner Keith Edholm &
Eagle Scout Candidate Gavin Clark

Mountlake
Terrace

Bicentennial Park Trail
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Edmonds – Woodway High

School Volunteers

Veterans Memorial Park
RPAC Commissioner Amelia Anthony – Earth Day

Firefighters Memorial Park
Girl Scout Troop 43866 Leader Elliot Gustavson and his troop
cleaned and barked the planter around the memorial at Firefighters
Memorial Park. They also planted new plant material this fall.

Forest Crest Park
The city and Terrace Brier Soccer Club worked together on a
$10,000 Snohomish County Park Project grant awarded for Forest
Crest Playfield improvements. The grant was used to purchase and
install two new light poles and three solar powered lamps for lighting
for the parking lot and field at the Forest Crest Playfields.

Eagle Scout Candidate Dane Johnson resurfaced a pedestrian bridge
that is a vital connection through the park to the Mountlake Terrace
Transit Center and a major benefit to all who use the trail. The new
surface on the bridge has improved safety for park users.

July 3 Fireworks, National Night Out,
Tour de Terrace, Tree Lighting, Trunk or Treat
In addition to park improvements, hundreds of volunteers from
local service groups, businesses, faith organizations and our Boards
and Commissions partnered to put on some of the bigger events in
our city. Thanks to everyone who has donated their time and sweat
equity to improve quality of life in Mountlake Terrace. Your work is very
much appreciated!

Offleash Dog Park
Last spring, Eagle Scout Candidate Gavin Clark worked with
volunteers from MLTDOG (Dog Owners Group) to construct a
retaining wall designed to hold back a hill and offer seating for dog park
visitors. MLT DOG helps maintain the park each year that is enjoyed
by many people and pets in our community.

Eagle Scout Candidate Dane Joh

nson & father

Fall Clean Up – Troop 41040, RPAC Commissioner Keith
Edholm and wife, Carol Edholm

Terrace Creek Park
Volunteers from the Seattle Disc Golf Association including its
President and Mountlake Terrace resident Lowell Shields regularly
volunteer to maintain the disk golf baskets and tees on the course.

Interested in volunteering?
Call Ken at (425) 776-1811.

cityofmlt.com

Meadowdale High School Volunteers
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Be
Safe This Winter
Are you prepared for upcoming winter weather? In our area,
you can expect wind, flooding, and freezing weather as well as an
occasional snowstorm during winter months.
The city prepares for winter weather by clearing streets and
storm drains, prepositioning sand bags, de-icing roads, and
prioritizing snowplow routes. We are proactive in posting
emergency information on Facebook and Twitter (find links at
www.cityofmlt.com) and you can subscribe for emergency updates
under the “Notify Me” green button on our website.
Widespread power outages may occur during winter storms.
Keep a battery powered or crank radio in your emergency kit along
with spare batteries. Create an emergency preparedness kit with
at least three-days of non-perishable food, water and prescription
medication for your home and office. (Don’t forget your pets!)
Prevent frozen water pipes and faucets by disconnecting garden
hoses and using molded foam covers. Drain outside lines and inground sprinkler systems according to the installer’s instructions.
Insulate pipes in unheated areas like your crawl space, attic, garage
or basement. Open cabinet doors below sinks to allow pipes
more heat in freezing weather. Allow a trickle of water to flow at
problem locations.
Please help the city by keeping the storm drains near your home
clear of leaves, debris, snow and ice to prevent local flooding. It’s
also a good idea to have heating systems checked by a professional
and have your chimneys cleaned. Our electrical inspector reminds
you not to overload your circuits beyond capacity. Please be aware
of fire hazards such as baseboard heaters, frayed extension cords,
breakers that blow frequently, and candles. Don’t forget to clean
the lint trap of your dryer and do not leave clothes and papers
laying around heat sources.
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Pavilion Inclement Weather Policy

In the interest of our customers’ and employees’ safety, the Mountlake
Terrace Recreation Department follows the Edmonds School District’s
recommendations regarding closure of schools due to inclement weather.
If the Edmonds School District has cancelled school due to inclement
weather, all swimming lessons with a start time prior to 3:00 p.m. will be
cancelled. If school has been delayed, we will simply cancel the classes held
during the delay. All classes held after the delay will begin at their regularly
scheduled time. For information on swimming lessons and dance classes
with a start time after 3:00 p.m. on days when the Edmonds School District
cancels classes, please call the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173 after
2:30 p.m. to find out whether these classes will be held or not.

Waste Management Weather Policy

With fall nearly at an end, winter storms and dangerous road conditions
may impact us at any time. Waste Management has special collection information for those days when snow and icy conditions interrupt your regular
weekly collection.
Garbage and Recycling
Next regularly scheduled collection day
Yard Debris
Saturday following the interrupted collection
Multifamily/Commercial
As soon as conditions improve. In some commercial areas, Waste Management may collect after regular hours or on Saturdays in order to catch up.
If bad weather occurs two weeks in a row, an additional collection will
be made on the next possible business day that same week. For more information, you can call Waste Management at (425) 481-1100 or visit
www.wmnorthwest.com.
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City Hall Process – What’s Next?
As noted in the October issue of City Happenings, the passage of
Proposition 1 provides four years of funding for Interim City Hall rent
and a bridge to the next step which is working with the community
to plan for, fund, and construct a new City Hall. A new facility would
bring city services back to our downtown on the vacant Civic Center
property (that the city owns) located at 23204 58th Avenue W. The
property has been used as a staging site for several construction projects
over the last few years.
The levy was necessary to fund Interim City Hall rent after three
previous capital bond measures did not receive the 60% voter approval
required for passage. Because it takes a few years to plan, design, and
construct a new City Hall, the city needs to get started now to ensure
the project has funding and will be complete prior to when the city’s
lease expires at the end of 2019.
What’s the next step? In October, the City Council adopted a
resolution to establish a City Hall Advisory Committee to work on
determining space needs, size and cost of a new City Hall. The city will
be issuing a request for architects to come on board and work with the
committee to make a recommendation to the City Council in 2017. In
addition to working on a recommendation, the committee will help
reach out and engage the community on this project to ensure residents
fully understand the project and provide input on it.

The city is working on a plan with community meetings throughout
the city to hear from all residents on what a City Hall should (and
should not) include. Please watch for a postcard mailing after the
beginning of the year as well as online notifications with dates and
locations for these meetings.
If you can’t come to a meeting, there are numerous ways to find out
information and provide input. Visit our website, www.cityofmlt.com
and find the quick link to email cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us (bottom of
the website). Send a friend to our community meetings (dates to be
announced). Join our mailing list by clicking the “Notify Me” green tab
on our homepage and sign up for text or email notifications on “City
Hall Project.” You can also “Like” our Mountlake Terrace Government
Facebook page and watch for announcements there and on Twitter,
@CityofMLT. You can find links to our social media sites on our
website. Or, you can send an old fashioned letter to City Hall at 6100
219th Street SW, #200, in Mountlake Terrace. The last option will cost
you a stamp unless you drop it off in person.
It is important for the community to work together to put forth
a project that is affordable, created with our citizens in mind, and
revitalizes our downtown to support our business community and
make city services more accessible for everyone.

Website Offers New Ways to Stay Informed
www.cityofmlt.com

Earlier this year, the city launched a new website that offers more
opportunities to stay informed and utilize online services.
The “Notify Me” notification system allows users to sign up for text
and email updates including alerts, jobs, news flashes, and meeting
agendas. Click the green “Notify Me” button shown here.
A “News Flash” is how our news releases are issued and you’ll find
these under the “News” tab located under the green navigation buttons
next to the calendar. You may subscribe to various categories of our
news releases and using the share tools, you can post them on your
social media sites or email them to friends and family. Sign up by
clicking the “Notify Me” button.
City services are listed under the “Services” menu which makes it
easy to find things like payments, permits, licenses, and emergency
information. If you need to locate a staff member, you can find a staff
directory here or find the quick link at the bottom of our website.
Other quick links include City Council Meetings, Codes & Laws,
Passports, and Swimming Pool Information.
“MLT Anytime” continues on this website under the green
“Information” button. This program can be used to find useful
information when city offices are closed or to report concerns such as
streetlight outages and code enforcement issues.
You can also find who/where to report things to via the “How Do I”
menu including potholes, street light problems, code violations, and
more. Please do not report concerns and emergencies to the city
using social media sites because these are not monitored consistently.
To contact City Hall, please email cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us or call
(425) 776-1161 for questions and non-emergency concerns. The
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Recreation Pavilion can be reached at (425) 776-9173.
To report non-emergencies for police, call (425) 775-3000. Nonemergencies include things like a crime that occurred earlier and there
is no suspect information, fireworks, a found pet or property item, and
a situation where emergency services personnel are needed but there is
no immediate danger to life or property.
If you need to report crime where an officer must respond, call 9-1-1.
This includes anything that is in progress or just occurred, suspicious
activity, or where there is any immediate threat to safety.
Please visit our website (and bookmark it), learn more about our
community, and explore its new functionality. It’s a great way to find
out more about our city and stay informed about your local government.
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Vineyard Park Sponsors
Tree Lighting Ceremony

BUSINESS lICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITy HAll
(425) 776-1161
CITy mANAgER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEmENT
(425) 744-6254
ENgINEERINg
(425) 744-6273
FIRE BUSINESS lINE
(425) 551-1200
lIBRARy
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161 Ext. 7
PET lICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PlANNINg
(425) 744-6207
POlICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBlIC WORkS
(425) 670-8264
PAvIlION & POOl
(425) 776-9173
RECyClINg & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET lIgHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICkET/vIOlATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTIlITy BIllINg
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, mEDICAl AND
POlICE EmERgENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

Thanks to a sponsorship by Vineyard Park, the 34th Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony will be
Friday, December 2, at 6:30 p.m. at Evergreen Playfield, 22205 56th Avenue W. The event features
the Mountlake Terrace Elementary and Terrace Park School choir students, a visit from Santa, and
the traditional tree lighting.
Serving as a beacon of light from I-5, the "tree" is a frame of 1,800 lights on top of the city's water
tower. Music and choirs will entertain until 7 p.m. and the program and tree lighting will follow.
So make sure you get your warm beverages and cookies at the concession stand first.
“Thanks to our Tour de Terrace volunteers for serving cookies,
coffee and cocoa, to Santa who will make his entrance on a
fire truck and meet with the children, and to Vineyard Park
for making this event possible,” stated Community Relations
Director Virginia Olsen.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Community Policing
Advisory Board

Last Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Police Station

Planning Commission
Second and fourth
Mondays at 7 p.m. at
the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
December 14, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
January 11, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
February 8, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

