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Major Projects Transforming
Mountlake Terrace

A rendering of the future Sound Transit light rail station at 236th Street SW looking northward, just east of Interstate 5. The station is
scheduled to open in 2024.

Several major projects are in the process of being developed around
the city. Some of the projects have now broken ground and others are
coming soon. Here is an overview of projects where the community is
now seeing changes:
Sound Transit – Lynnwood Link Extension of Light Rail
There are currently several significant tasks occurring as part of the
Lynnwood Link Extension. Station design and guideways plans are
designed at 90% and have been submitted for preliminary review and
comment by the city. Final design and permitting will be reviewed as
part of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP). The review of the CUP will
include a public hearing by the city’s Hearing Examiner. The public
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hearing is currently anticipated to occur sometime this spring and
public notice will be provided.
A land use permit to allow interim temporary parking at the former
Roger’s Market site is also under review to allow temporary parking to
replace the surface parking at the Community Transit parking garage until
parking can be located adjacent to the current site during construction.
Civic Campus
Work continues on the design and permitting for the new City Hall,
Police Station Addition, and Town Center Plaza. Land use permitting
will occur throughout late spring and early summer in anticipation
of project bidding in late summer. Site work (Continued on Page 5)
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City Council
Selects Newest
Councilmember
Meet Dr. Steve Woodard
At a special meeting held on Saturday, February 9, the City Council
selected Steve Woodard to fill its vacant position created after former
Mayor Jerry Smith passed away in December. The term of this position
runs through certification of the November 2019 election.
Woodard had been serving as Chair of the city’s Recreation and
Parks Advisory Commission and he previously served on the city’s Library Board. Woodard is a 15-year resident of Mountlake Terrace with a
Ph.D. in Educational Leadership & Policy Studies from the University
of Washington and a Master’s degree in Education from Cal Poly, San
Luis Obispo, CA. Presently, Woodard works as Dean of Access and
Completion at Edmonds Community College where he has been employed since 2014. He previously worked for the University of Washington as a Student Services Administrator and taught in public schools
in Madrid, Spain.

The City Council interviewed ten candidates and asked questions
about vision, budget priorities, development and growth, teamwork,
diversity and why each applicant believed they should be chosen. Mayor
Kyoko Matsumoto Wright stated, “I’d like to thank all of the candidates
who interviewed for this vacancy. They made our decision very difficult
as it was such a terrific pool of applicants to choose from. ”
Woodard and his wife, Liz, live in the Town Center neighborhood
with their two children, Alex and Annabeth who attend Mountlake
Terrace High School. Woodard stated, “It is my genuine honor to be selected to join our City Council, especially from such a highly qualified
and socially conscious pool of candidates.” He added, “My twofold goal
in stepping into our vacant position is to honor the legacy established
by our beloved Mayor Smith and his family, while also keeping our
city’s focus on the future. Ours is a complex and diverse community. In
this regard, know and trust that through this appointment, my intent
is to continue to add to the richness that makes Mountlake Terrace a
destination city.”

City Seeks Sponsors for National Night Out
Would you like to be a part of our popular National Night Out
Against Crime event? The city is seeking sponsors for this year’s
National Night Out, a crime, drug and violence prevention program
by the National Association of Town Watch that is held annually on the
first Tuesday night in August.
The Mountlake Terrace National Night Out event draws about 1,000
local residents each year at Evergreen Playfield and we have numerous
local businesses and civic organizations who provide information and
giveaways. It’s so popular that we often have visitors from all of the
surrounding communities too!
Premera Blue Cross, the city’s largest employer, has been the city’s
main sponsor of this event for 23 years. However, we are still in need of
other local business donations to cover the costs of the free food and
entertainment provided for the community. We will provide signage
acknowledging all sponsorships at our event and additional recognition
in city materials and our website.
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If you’re not familiar with National Night Out, it features fun events
as well as public safety oriented activities. A Police K-9 demonstration
is a crowd favorite and Seattle Tae Kwon Do (in Mountlake Terrace)
provides a highflying, board breaking self-defense demonstration.
Bouncy houses, baseball machines, caricature artist and music are
featured each year along with other roving entertainers like jugglers,
magicians and stilt walkers.
Most of the funds cover the cost of the hot dogs, condiments, chips,
water and soft drinks, cotton candy, and popcorn that are free to the
public. We recognize our business donations on public announcements
and signage as well as city website and social media.
If you would like to donate to our August 6, 2019 event, please contact
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen at (425) 744-6206
or volsen@ci.mlt.wa.us. Learn more about National Night Out at
www.cityofmlt.com/601.
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Council Highlights

February

• Interviewed City Council Candidates and
Selected New Councilmember
• Reviewed and Approved 3rd of July Event Agreement
• Reviewed and Approved Professional Services
Agreements Related to Town Center
• Reviewed and Approved Professional Services
Agreement with BHC Consultants, LLC
• Reviewed Federal Legislative Agenda

Join Us for April
Pools Day 2019!
April Pools Day is a free state-wide water safety and drowning prevention event
scheduled for Saturday, April 6, 5:00-6:00 p.m., at the Recreation Pavilion, 5303
228th Street SW. Swedish/Edmonds Hospital will team up with the city and
provide information on open water safety, basic water rescues, and life jacket use
with fun interactive stations.
Those who participate and complete all of the stations will receive a free pass
to the 6:15 – 7:45 p.m. Recreation Swim. There will be a prize drawing for swim
lessons, lifejackets, and other exciting prizes. You must complete the water safety
stations and be present at 6:00 p.m. to win the raffle prizes. There is a limit of
two drawing entries per family.
Additionally, there will be evaluations for swimming lesson placement. As
part of a Verdant Health Commission grant, any non-swimmer in the Edmonds
School District, grades K-12, tested at level 1 is eligible to receive a set of vouchers
for three free sessions of swimming lessons. For more information about this
event, contact the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173.

Shoreline Master Program Update
The city’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP) regulates development and uses
along the Lake Ballinger shoreline and at least 200 feet landward thereof, including any wetlands. The purpose of the plan is to protect the natural resources
and character of the shorelines. The plan emphasizes water-dependent uses and
promotes public access. The current plan was adopted in 2013.
The city is required to periodically review its Shoreline Master Program and,
if necessary, revise it. The review ensures the SMP keeps up with changes in state
law, in other city plans and regulations, and local circumstances. The next update
is due by June 30, 2019, and every eight years thereafter.
No major changes are proposed to the SMP. Most of the amendments ensure
consistency with current state and local standards. Other amendments clarify
lot coverage, impervious surfaces, and permitting process for special events in
the shoreline area.
The proposed amendments and the review and adoption schedule are available
on our website at www.cityofmlt.com/247 (dates are subject to change). Public
comments can be submitted on the website, or in writing to Senior Planner
Edith Duttlinger at eduttlinger@ci.mlt.wa.us.
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• Reviewed and Approved Professional Services
Agreement Related to Town Center with BERK
Consulting, Inc.
• Approved Professional Services Agreement with
FCS Group for Stormwater Rate Study
• Reviewed 2018 Year End Police Department Report
• Discussed City Council Goals and Priorities
• Reviewed Recreation & Park Advisory
Commission’s Accomplishments and Work Program
• Reviewed Arts Commission’s Accomplishments
and Work Program
• Reviewed Snohomish Health District
Interlocal Agreement
• Update on Sound Transit Permitting
• Reviewed 2019 Tour de Terrace Agreement

March
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Department
of Social and Health Services for Community
Settings Respite Care
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with
Department of Social and Health Services
for Recreational Opportunities
• Approved Snohomish Health District
Interlocal Agreement
• Approved 2019 Tour de Terrace Agreement
• Reviewed Sewer Comprehensive Plan for
Submittal to Department of Ecology
• Reviewed Planning Commission’s
Accomplishments and Work Program
• Reviewed 2018 Comprehensive Plan
• Reviewed Development Activities Update
• Reviewed Fourth Quarter 2018 Financial Report
• Reviewed Updated City Council Goals
• Pavement Management Program Update
• Approved 2019-2021 Labor Agreement with
Police Guild
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Are You Ready For an Emergency?
Emergency Preparedness & Communication

44

Emergency preparedness is a topic the city and other government
agencies typically address each fall to get ready for the winter storms
and anticipated power outages. But earthquakes and other disasters can
happen at any time. Are you ready?

occurred where emergency services are needed, but there is no immediate danger to life or property. To report a power outage or downed
power line, call Snohomish County PUD at 1-877-783-1001.
For an immediate threat to life or property, call 911. If you are not

The recent snowstorm reminds us how much we rely upon transportation, passable roads, power, and the essentials like food and
water and access to medical care. Many folks were frustrated when
stores ran out of food, sidewalks were not clear to walk on, and driving
was not an option. These same issues multiply in a disaster and they
can change our lives and our communities in an instant. Whether
it’s an earthquake, flood or other disaster, knowing what to do when
disaster strikes can be a matter of survival for you and your family.
Please make it a priority to start preparing yourself, family, pets and
home for emergencies and things you may not think about such as
extended power outages, collapsed buildings, impassable roads, lack of
water and sewer, injuries, and no contact with loved ones. What did
you learn during the recent snowstorms? Were you prepared? If not,
make a list and start today.
Do you have supplies to last at least three days and most likely much
longer in the case of a major disaster? If you are already prepared, please
review your plans and check your supplies. More information can be
found at www.ready.gov.
Communication is key during an emergency. Do you follow our
Facebook and Twitter social media sites? During storm and emergency
events, we try to provide as much information as we can given the
availability of power and the internet. We also utilize the alert button that
will flash in the top left corner of our website in red. In a major emergency
where electronics are inoperable, look for manual posting sites at places
like the Civic Campus/Library, Pavilion, schools, and shopping centers.
We will provide updates about food, water and shelter at these locations.
In Southwest Snohomish County you can call (425) 407-3999 to
report non-emergencies like illegal fireworks complaints or crimes that

sure if your situation is an emergency, call 911. Know your location. 911
services may not automatically know where you are. If you contact 911 by
mistake, stay on the line. Let the dispatcher know there is no emergency.
Please join us in partnership to keep your families, your properties
and our community safe and prepare now!

Thanks to the
Storm Heroes
As a follow up to the 50-year snow storm in February, the city would
like to thank all of the heroes who made life easier for someone else.
It’s people like you who make Mountlake Terrace a great place to live
and do business!
Thanks to everyone who shoveled snow off the sidewalks and helped
a neighbor take their trash cans out to the curb. Some of you who were
able to drive picked up neighbors’ trash bags and delivered them to the
dumpster at the Civic Campus. Others went to the store for someone
who could not get out, watched a child for someone while they worked,
or dug people out of snow banks or ditches. And there are many, many
more stories of good will. You are appreciated and you make a positive
difference in our community!
Thanks also to our Public Works crews and Police Department who
worked around the clock for many, many days keeping things safe for
others and the city employees who made it into work and kept City Hall
running normal hours on each of the snow days.
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Major Projects Continued From Page 1
associated with the project is slated to begin in early fall.
In September of 2018, the city issued a call for artists or
team of artists to develop permanent public artwork that
is relevant to the community and specific to the Civic
Campus. In late April, 2019, the community will have an
opportunity to attend a meeting where four artists will
present their proposals for art related to the Civic Campus
Redevelopment project. The meeting will be highlighted on
our website www.cityofmlt.com/1922, as well as on Facebook
and Twitter.
Please note, the Civic Campus site will be used this spring as
a staging area for construction equipment related to the Main
Street Revitalization Project. The equipment is not related to
Civic Campus redevelopment.
Main Street
A rendering of the Atlas 236 Project at the corner of 56th Avenue and 236th Street.
Phase 1 of the Main Street Revitalization Project is now
underway. The project reconstructs the deteriorating pavementSEalong
Use development
located
23811 61st
Avenue West (former Evergreen
CORNER
AT 55TH AVE
W &at236TH
ST SW
3
236th Street SW from I-5 to 56th Avenue W. Once completed,
the Elementary School site near Interstate 5.) Phase 1 contains 258 residenroadway will provide one travel lane in each direction, a two-way tial units and 61,000 square feet of ground floor commercial space. The
center turn lane, and bike lanes. The improvements also include wider building contains five stories with two stories of understructure garage
sidewalks with trees, decorative LED pedestrian and street lighting parking and some surface parking.
consistent with Town Center standards, and relocating existing overhead
Construction of a new street segment will complete the road network
utilities underground.
between 236th and 244th Streets SW. The project includes stream and
The project also upgrades the 56th Avenue/236th Street traffic wetland restoration, a pedestrian trail in protected open space, and
signal, installs a new signal at Gateway Boulevard and underground dedication of land toward a future public plaza on 236th Street.
facilities for the future traffic signal at the intersection of 236th Street Atlas 236
and 58th Avenue. Equipment for the project will be located at the Civic
You may have noticed a third crane is currently visible in Mountlake
Campus site, 23204 58th Avenue W., until City Hall construction Terrace. That’s because site work has begun on Atlas 236, a fivebegins later this year.
story mixed-use development with street frontage on 56th and 55th
After clearing and underground work in the spring, overhead power Avenues West and 236th Street SW. The building will consist
and other utilities will be relocated underground. Finally, roadway of nearly 14,000 square feet of ground floor commercial space on 56th
construction and restoration is anticipated to begin during the summer. and 236th with 156 residential units on the upper four floors. Access to
Terrace Station
Work is continuing on the first phase of the Terrace Station Mixed-

the two-level parking garage is from 55th Avenue W. Pedestrian activity
areas will be installed on all street frontages.

Sustainable Spring Cleaning Tips
It’s spring! Are you considering some spring cleaning for your roof,
the end of the job.
BIRD'SHow
EYEabout
VIEW
FROM
SWcarpet
CORNER
ATOr
56TH
& 236TH
STarea
SWto remove material before cleaning, and
siding, or 1
driveway?
getting
your
cleaned?
yourAVE• W
Sweep
the wash
pet groomed at home? Wash water from cleaning is not just dirt and
remove all dirt and sediment that accumulates during washing activities.
water. It can also contain soaps, toxic chemicals, heavy metals, and oils • Minimize water use, including using hose nozzles.
or grease. When wash water flows into storm drains, it goes straight to • Dispose of NO soap, even biodegradable soap, in a storm drain.
local creeks, Lake Ballinger, and eventually Puget Sound, without any
Cleaning products labeled “nontoxic” and “biodegradable” can still
cleaning or filtering.
harm or kill fish.
To avoid polluting local waters, here are some tips to follow when • Direct wash water to landscaping or gravel surfaces where it can
hiring a professional cleaner.
infiltrate into the ground without runoff.
• Determine a safe place to dispose of wastewater before starting the • Use a “wet-vac” to vacuum up wash water for proper disposal.
job. Some good places to discharge wastewater: utility sinks, toilets,
Discharging dirty wash water into streets or storm drains is not just a
or sewer cleanouts.
bad idea, it is a violation of city code and can result in a fine. For more
• Protect storm drains before starting the washing process, and make information, please contact Stormwater Program Manager Laura Reed
sure that sand bags and other containment measures are removed at at (425) 744-6226 or via email at lreed@ci.mlt.wa.us.

IF SHEET MEASURES LESS THAN 30"X42", IT IS A REDUCED PRINT. REDUCE SCALE
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Evergreen Awards Nominations Now Open
Help Us Find The Picture Perfect Properties in MLT
Is there a picture perfect home that stands out in your neighborhood
or somewhere else in the city? Maybe it’s YOUR property or a business
you visit. The city needs your assistance to find and nominate properties
that make you proud to live or do business in Mountlake Terrace. Some
of our loveliest homes are discovered by residents who take time to send
us a quick email or call to submit a nomination.
This year will be our 10th Evergreen Awards program. Established
in 2009, this program has succeeded in building community pride,
enhancing our city’s image, and promoting conservation. This year
we have added some new “rainscaping” elements to the program to
recognize how homeowners are using landscaping to protect local
creeks and lakes. There will be a free workshop in 2019 on rain garden
building techniques (stay tuned for date and location.)
There are five categories of awards: Best Maintained Residence,
Best Maintained Business, Best Maintained Multifamily Property,
Most Sustainable Property, and Best Transformation. Nominees are
judged amongst properties within the same neighborhood. There are
six neighborhoods in the city including Cedar Terrace, Gateway, Lake
Ballinger, Melody Hill, Cascade View and Town Center.
Best Maintained Awards (for residences or businesses) reflect the
efforts of the owners or occupants whose high standards for building
and yard maintenance contribute to the character of our neighborhoods
and city.
Transformation Awards recognize neglected properties renovated
to become assets to the community. Help us find those homes or
businesses that have made significant improvements, especially over
the past year.
The Sustainable Award honors property owners who best utilize
green features such as rain gardens, rain barrels, solar heating, natural cooling, and native landscaping to help protect and preserve the
environment. If you have a sustainable home and/or landscaping,
nominate yourself and tell us about it. We may need to make an ap-

pointment to come and take photos of the sustainable features in and
around your home or business.
Nominations forms, available online at www.cityofmlt.com and at city
facilities, will be accepted through Friday, May 31, 2019. Or just send an
email to cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us with the address, category, and reason for
nominating the property. Anyone can submit a nomination and you may
nominate your own home or business. Properties being marketed for
sale are not eligible. We will photograph properties for judging and for a
presentation at the awards ceremony that takes place on September 25.
If there are backyard or indoor features we should photo, please let
us know so we can talk to the property owner and get permission to
photograph there. For more information, check our website or contact
Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen at (425) 744-6206 or
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us.

Summer Adventures
Await at the Pavilion!
Summer is just around the corner. Find your summer adventure with
Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks! Summer camp registration
opened in March and a variety of summer camp options may still be
available to fit your interests and needs.
Full day camps and care are available for children ages 3-12. The
full day camps include field trips, entertainment from professional
organizations and swimming. Each week has a theme that is matched
to crafts, games and activities.
Aqua Kids camps follow a theme as well and include swimming every
day. The last day of each week of camp kids meet at Lake Ballinger for
canoeing and a barbecue. Dance camps are offered for all ages and
focus on ballet, hip-hop, or creative dance with fun themes for all.
Tennis camps are taught by a professional tennis instructor. Other
camps include Skyhawks sports, Mountlake Terrace High School
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AD VENTURES AWAIT

Are you summer-ready?
Summer Camp registration is open now!
Find a camp at www.mltrec.com/summer

basketball camp, tennis team, and Marlins swim team. For more
information about summer camps and programs visit www.mltrec.com/
summer or call (425) 776-9173.
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Utility Rates Fund
Replacement of
Aging Pipes
In January, the city experienced a broken water main early one morning along the King/Snohomish County line (205th Street NE/244th
Street SW) just west of Cedar Way. The water travelled under the asphalt, undermined the road and resulted in two sinkholes.
Fortunately, it was a weekday so a full Public Works crew was able to
respond quickly with an all hands on deck attitude and the city was able
to procure an emergency contract with a local contractor within hours
of the break. Therefore, repairs were completed in just over one day

Looking eastward toward Cedar Way a second sinkhole and exposed water pipe are visible. The roadway between the two sinkholes was unstable.

Looking westward on 244th Street you can see two sinkholes that
resulted from the January water main break.

with minimal impact to nearby residents and the frequently travelled
roadway was reopened by the evening commute the next day.
Aging infrastructure like this old cast iron pipe are a concern all
around the city. Pipes put in the ground when the city was young are at
the end of their useful life with the city now approaching its 65th year.
The recent water rate increase will establish a program to replace the
older water mains with new and stronger ductile iron pipe so we can
hopefully avoid more emergencies like this recent one.

Low Income Utility Discount Applications Due April 30
Are you a low income utility customer who resides in the City of
Mountlake Terrace? Applications for the May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2020
Program year are now available for anyone who meets the following:
If you are a homeowner 62 years of age or older, or low income and
disabled homeowner, you may qualify for a 30% reduction in your
utility bill AND free garbage. If you are a low income homeowner under
62 years of age/or tenant of any age, you may qualify for free garbage.
Information about the Senior Discount and Free Garbage Program
and a downloadable application can be found on our website at www.
cityofmlt.com/162, then click Financial Assistance on the left side menu.
Or contact our Utility Billing Department at utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us
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or call (425) 744-6214.
Utility customers must meet the income guidelines stated on the
application, reside at a Mountlake Terrace residence, and have a utility
account. The city qualifies “Low Income” at 140% of the Federal
Poverty Guidelines. A list of acceptable documents to verify income are
available on the back page of the application. Completed applications
including proof of income or non-income for any adults over the age of
18 living at the residence must be received at City Hall, Utility Billing,
no later than April 30, 2019. The address is 6100 219th Street SW,
Suite 200. Please ensure your application is complete as we cannot
approve incomplete applications.
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6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200
PO Box 72
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
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Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day
Mark Your Calendars for April 27!

BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY HALL
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6275
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6207
POLICE & FIRE
NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER
(425) 407-3999
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC DEFENDER
(425) 776-1161
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

The City Council invites you to attend our Volunteer Cleanup on Saturday, April 27, from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Ballinger Park (23000 Lakeview Drive). The first 50 volunteers or families to
volunteer will receive a one-gallon potted hemlock or chestnut tree in honor of Arbor Day!
Individuals and families are encouraged to attend and groups are very much appreciated! If you
have a group who would like to participate, please contact Parks Superintendent Ken Courtmanch
at (425) 776-1811 to register in advance so we know we have enough food and supplies.
Common activities include pruning, trash removal, and raking. Ballinger Park can be very wet,
so please wear boots if possible and we encourage you to bring work
gloves. If you’re able to bring along rakes and non-electric pruning
tools, it will help our effort so we have enough to go around.
Immediately following, the Council will host a lunch in appreciation
of your service. Please come and help make Mountlake Terrace shine!

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
April 10, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
May 8, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
June 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

