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Town
Center
Subarea
Plan
Moving
Forward
After more than six months of review
and eleven public meetings, the Planning
Commission held a public hearing on the
Town Center Subarea Plan, and related
documents, on July 10. A recommendation was forwarded to the City Council
on July 16. The Council’s review began in
late July and will continue into early fall.
In anticipation of light rail service to
the city in 2024, the Town Center Subarea Plan will encourage revitalization of
the Town Center. Recommended changes
to existing plans and development regulations call for developing a center with
offices, housing, retail stores and community amenities.
The Planning Commission considered revisions to the Town Center
Subarea Plan; amendments to Chapter 19.50, Zoning Code (text and
map amendments); new Chapter 19.123, Urban Design Standards; and
amendments to the Economic Vitality Element of the Comprehensive
Plan. Additionally, they considered a Comprehensive Plan map and
zoning map amendment to redesignate approximately 1.3 acres of property from Urban Low Residential (ULR) to Park and Open Space (POS)
located at 62nd Avenue W.
The Planning Commission’s recommendation was to approve the
Town Center Plan and all accompanying development regulations with a
modification to remove townhomes as a permitted use in the Town Center
Reserve zone. They also removed the transitional zone between 60th and
56th Avenues W and 237th and 238th Streets SW. The amendments
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to the Comprehensive Plan including the Economic Vitality Element
and the map amendments for the property located at 62nd Avenue West
were recommended with a modification to the Town Center boundary to
include six parcels located at 236th and 54th Avenue W and some minor
revisions to some policies. See full map at www.cityofmlt.com/338.
The Town Center Plan Update process began in mid-2018 with the
city’s volunteer Economic Vitality and Town Center Task Force that
presented their recommended plan to the City Council and Planning
Commission in mid-December.
The public hearing on the Town Center Subarea Plan before the City
Council will be held in the coming weeks. Please check www.cityofmlt.com/469
or contact the City Clerk’s Office at cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us for meeting information. For questions on the Plan, contact Community and Economic Development Director Christy Osborn at cosborn@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6281.
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MLTNews Marks
10 Years

City Council with Teresa Wippel and Dustin DeKoekkoek of MLT News

At a City Council meeting earlier this summer, MLTNews was recognized for ten years of
keeping our community informed. The idea for the online news source was hatched by Dustin
DeKoekkoek who moved to Mountlake Terrace from Ballard in 2008. He had observed that
no one was covering local news on a regular basis. At the time, the Enterprise weekly print
newspaper was on its way out and Mountlake Terrace news didn’t make the Herald news often
enough. DeKoekkoek saw an opportunity to create an online news medium similar to the
Ballard model and operated it for the first three years.
After the birth of his second child, Dustin decided that managing MLTNews and his
full-time job as an engineer was a little too much to keep up with. He approached Teresa
Wippel who was the Publisher of My Edmonds News at the time. After she found an editor to
help, she took over MLTNews in 2012. Wippel, an Edmonds resident whose husband owns
Waldron Chiropractic and Massage in Mountlake Terrace, now runs the local online news for
Mountlake Terrace, Edmonds and Lynnwood.
Wippel attends nearly all of the City Council meetings in Mountlake Terrace (as well as the
other communities) and reports back daily on local occurrences. She has a journalism degree
from Seattle University.
DeKoekkoek is a regular online listener of City Council meetings and later started his own
website, NextMLT. He also serves as an administrator on the Mountlake Terrace Community
Facebook Group and frequently moderates community discussions on those pages.
If you have not visited www.MLTNews.com or www.NextMLT.com, they will help keep you
up to date with Mountlake Terrace news and events. These two individuals are vital partners
in helping the city keep our community informed. Their time, effort and dedication to
Mountlake Terrace is very much appreciated.
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Sept. 21 – Oct. 5,
MLT Library

23300 58th Ave. W.
Calling all artists! Have you thought
about entering your art in the city’s art
show? Arts of the Terrace is celebrating
its 41st show this year! If you’re not
familiar with it, Arts of the Terrace
Juried Art Show is one of the best
shows in the Pacific Northwest. It’s
fun for everyone and easy to visit the
library and admire all the wonderful
pieces this show offers.
Sponsored by the Mountlake Terrace Arts Commission and the Friends
of the Arts, the show takes place September 21 - October 5 at the Mountlake Terrace Library. Arts of the Terrace is a great opportunity to view and,
if desired, purchase beautiful, original
works of art. It’s also close to home so
mark your calendars and save the date!
This year’s jurors are William G.
Hook for Paintings, Prints, Drawings,
and Miniatures; Mel Curtis for Photography; Michael Magrath for 3-Dimensional and Artisan Works, and Dewey
Henderson for Calligraphy. Prizes
include over $5,000 in cash awards.
The entry deadline is August 30, 2019.
Thanks to all the volunteers who
work so hard to put on such an excellent show and to all the artists
who participate! For more information visit the Friends of the Arts
website at www.MLTArts.org or call
(425) 771-7068 for more information.

Hours for Public Viewing
Monday – Thursday:
12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Council Highlights

July

• Approved Apply-A-Line Contract for the 2019
Annual Citywide Striping Maintenance
• Consideration of Arts Commission Recommendation
of Civic Campus 1% for the Arts Artists
• Quarterly Discussion and Update of City Council Goals
• Introduction of Town Center Subarea Plan and
2018 Comprehensive Plan Amendments
• Reviewed City Departments Performance
Measures for January-June 2019

June
• National Gun Violence Awareness Day Proclamation
• Approved City Council Subcommittee
Recommendation for Board/Commission Members
Appointments and Reappointments

Swim & Dance
at the Pavilion
September starts a new quarter of swimming lessons at the Mountlake Terrace
Pool. It’s an important safety skill. It’s a low impact sport. It’s a great workout and
you can participate for the rest of your life.
The city offers programs for parents/tots; preschool age; school age; adaptive
and adults. These are offered 7 days per week including morning lessons on
weekdays twice a week, Friday, Saturday and Sunday once a week and twice a week
in the afternoon/evening on Monday & Wednesday or Tuesday & Thursday.
Lesson schedules are posted online and available at the Recreation Pavilion a
week in advance of the registration dates.
Registration will open to Mountlake Terrace residents on September 3.
Both online and in person registration will open to everyone on September 4.
Those who are participating in the last sessions of summer lessons will have the
opportunity to register during the last week of their swimming classes. In person
registration hours are 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. If you have any questions, call the
Pavilion at (425) 776-9173.
The start of the new school year brings the beginning of the new dance year as
well! Mountlake Terrace Dance offers classes to meet all ages and abilities. You
can register now!
Mountlake Terrace Dance Academy has a full year program for beginners through
advanced levels, ages 3.5 – 19. The program includes Creative Dance, Ballet, Jazz,
Tap, Lyrical, Hip Hop and combination classes. Dancers register in person by semester or for the whole year. Pick up a registration packet at the front desk or go to our
dance webpage at www.mltrec.com/435 and print the forms at home.
The city also offers Quarterly Dance classes for preschoolers, kindergarteners,
teens and adults in Creative Dance, Pre-Ballet, Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Flamenco and
Ballroom styles. Registration is online or by calling the Pavilion’s front desk at
(425) 776-9173, extension 0.
If you’re uncertain what class to register your dancer in, call Program Director
Chloe Davenport for placement at (425) 640-3107. To view all our dance class
offerings, go to our interactive brochure at www.crazedigital.org or pick up the
Craze magazine at the Pavilion located at 5303 228th Street SW.
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• Accepted Ecology Grant to Control Aquatic Weeds
in Lake Ballinger
• Civic Campus Redevelopment Update
• Shoreline Master Program Update
• Reviewed 2019 First Quarter Police Department Report
• Recognition of Alice Kier’s Planning Commission Service
• Recognition of MLTNews 10th Anniversary
• 2019 State Legislative Update
• Public Hearing and Adopted Resolution of Intent to
Adopt Shoreline Master Program Update Ordinances
• Finance 101 Discussion

Passport Service Returns
with Limited Hours
Did you know the City of Mountlake Terrace is an Acceptance Facility for United States Passport Services? Following
a training period for new employees, the city resumed passport services starting on a limited basis in June. Appointments are available Monday through Friday, 1:00 to 3:00
p.m. (excluding holidays) at Mountlake Terrace Interim
City Hall at 6100 219th Street SW, Suite 200. You need an
appointment to ensure we have a certified technician available, so please call (425) 776-1161, extension 0, to make one.
Specific information about costs and requirements is on
our website at www.cityofmlt.com/629. To save time, feel free
to download your forms at home and bring them to City Hall.
Typical processing time is 4-6 weeks for routine processing
and 2-3 weeks for expedited processing. Expedited service
and overnight return delivery are recommended for travel
in less than 6 weeks. Safe travels!
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Store Manager Mike Speed presented a $5,000 check to the Concern for Neighbors Food Bank. Photo contributed by Safeway.

Hundreds Gather to Welcome
New Safeway Store to MLT
Hundreds of customers, employees and officials from the City of
Mountlake Terrace were on hand for the grand opening and ribbon
cutting ceremony for the new Mountlake Terrace Safeway store earlier
this summer.
The newly remodeled store employs 100 people and is located at 4301
212th Street SW. The transition is a result of the grocery chain merger
between Albertsons and Safeway. “The city is pleased to welcome
Safeway to Mountlake Terrace,” stated Community Relations Director

Virginia Olsen. “Their remodel looks terrific and we want them to
know how much we appreciate their investment in our community.”
During the ceremony, Mayor Pro Tem Doug McCardle spoke on
behalf of the city and welcomed Safeway to our community. Store
Manager Mike Speed presented a check for $5,000 to the Concern for
Neighbors Food Bank in Mountlake Terrace and there were several
$300 gift cards and free bags of groceries given away. The company
restriped the parking lot and remodeled the store.

Civic Campus Redevelopment Update
Last month, the City Council approved two artists to work on
artwork for the Civic Campus Redevelopment project that includes a
new City Hall and Police Station addition.
By city ordinance, 1% of the construction costs of the project are set
aside for permanent public art that is relevant to the community and
specific to the Civic Campus. The Arts Selection Panel recommended
Artists Louise McDowell who proposes bronze pieces and CJ Rench
who proposes metal sculptures to work together jointly on artwork for
the project.
Meanwhile, work continues on plan review and permitting for the
project that includes a Town Center Park/Plaza (See picture). The plaza
was not included in the bond and will be funded with park impact fees
and other funding sources. The project is expected to go to bid in late
summer and break ground in early fall.
For more information, please contact Assistant City Manager
Stephen Clifton at sclifton@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6209.
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Park Clean Up Event on September 14

Volunteers from Vetoga and the general community worked to spruce up Veterans Memorial Park in June.

The Recreation Park Advisory Commission (RPAC) and the Neighborhood Park Improvement Subcommittee (NPIS) invite the community to join them for a park cleanup event on Saturday, September 14
that commemorates National “Day of Service”.
A few dozen volunteers can make a big difference in a community
as exemplified earlier this summer at Veterans Memorial Park. The
Vetoga group decided to spread beauty bark and clean and paint park
amenities to give the park a very much needed facelift. Several small
park projects at Matt Hirvela/Bicentennial Park over the past several
years resulted in a trail that was initially gravel and then paved all the
way around the park. Each section was completed by a small group of

devoted volunteers. Other volunteer efforts resulted in pruned up trees,
brush removal and painted Bicentennial Park amenities.
For this year’s National Day of Service event, please meet at the
Recreation Pavilion parking lot (5303 228th Street SW) in comfortable
work clothes, with gardening gloves and tools by 9:00 a.m. The event
continues until approximately 1:00 p.m. and will happen rain or shine.
Groups should register with Parks and Facilities Superintendent Ken
Courtmanch, in advance, so assignments can be planned accordingly.
Contact Mr. Courtmanch at (425) 776-1811 or find more information
at www.cityofmlt.com/604.

New Acquisition Expands Terrace Creek Park
The City of Mountlake Terrace, with the assistance of the Snohomish
County Conservation Futures Fund, has acquired the second parcel in
four years through the fund that will expand Terrace Creek Park to over
55 acres. The property is located just east of the Off-Leash Dog Park,
north of the Recreation Pavilion, and south of the 52nd Avenue West
dead end.
With this new 1.78 acre acquisition, the city will partner with the
Snohomish County Public Utility District to construct a trail on an
easement that they possess under the transmission lines along the north
edge of the parcel. This trail will serve as a rare east-west connection
point across Terrace Creek Park from the Terrace Creek Park Trail to
the Recreation Pavilion/Evergreen Playfield Complex.
In 1988, Snohomish County established a “Conservation Futures
Program” to preserve open space, as well as farm land, agricultural land,
and timber land. The program is funded through a levy on properties
throughout the County. In 2018, Snohomish County offered about $1.9
million in grants and solicited applications from local governments and
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non-profit groups interested in acquiring land for conservation. The
city submitted a grant application and Snohomish County Council
approved a $191,500 allocation to the city. An interlocal agreement
was approved that outlines the uses and requirements of the funding,
including the placement of a conservation easement on the land once
the city acquired it. The placement of conservation easement means
that the property cannot be developed and must remain a natural area
in perpetuity. The property closed in late June.
This important property acquisition was purchased from the
Dennis S. Tasoff Trust. The property has many fantastic natural elements
including 2nd and 3rd growth forest, a tributary to Lyon Creek, steeply
sloped critical areas, and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Designated Priority Habitat. The acquisition of this property not only
purchases the largest undeveloped parcel in Mountlake Terrace that is
adjacent to a park, but it furthers the city’s goals of acquiring 2.62 acres
of natural areas based on current population levels and 3.0 acres based
on the 20-year planning horizon for population growth.
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Lake Ballinger Invasive Aquatic Plant Control
Dense mats of invasive aquatic weeds now cover 80-90% of the
nearshore area of Lake Ballinger. Lake residents and lake users have
reported that the plants restrict movement and make it difficult to boat
or fish. The decomposing plants leave an unpleasant odor when they
die off in the fall. There is also a safety hazard; in other lakes, swimmers
have become entangled in dense plant stands. Water quality in the lake
has also been impacted by the aggressive aquatic plant growth.
Since the spring of 2018, a Steering Committee composed of Lake
Ballinger lakefront residents, lake users, the Nile Golf Course, an
experienced limnologist, and city staff have been determining the
best path forward to address the problem. They reviewed options,
considered impacts, and decided on an adaptive management plan.
The Lake Ballinger Integrated Aquatic Vegetation Plan (available in
the document center at www.cityofmlt.com) includes the use of placed
burlap bags of sand for localized control on private property, and
selective herbicides to combat the larger problem areas around the lake.
As part of this treatment plan, you may see an airboat on Lake Ballinger
this summer, applying aquatic herbicide.
Recently, a licensed and experienced aquatic herbicide contractor
began treating approximately 9 acres of Eurasian water milfoil (50% of
the shallow lake area) with Florpyrauxifen-benzyl. From late July through
early September this year, 25% of the lake shallows area (about 4.5 acres)
of non-native water lilies and pondweed will be treated with Fluridone.
The work is being paid for by a state Department of Ecology grant. These
selective herbicides were chosen by the Steering Committee in order
to minimize risk to humans, wildlife, and to cause the least amount

Airboat dispensing aquatic herbicide on a lake.

of restriction for swimming and fishing. Both herbicides have been
approved by the EPA for use in potable water sources. Prior to herbicide
treatment, an additional notice to all lakefront property owners will
be mailed and immediately prior to herbicide application, all lakefront
property will be posted.
The goal of this invasive control effort is to encourage a more
balanced native plant community, improve overall lake water quality,
and support recreational activities. Remember: always check boats and
fishing gear when you enter or leave the lake; remove all plant fragments
and toss them in the trash. Never dump aquariums into lakes. For
questions, please contact Stormwater Program Manager Laura Reed at
lreed@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6226.

City Recognizes Kier After 25 Years of Service
In her 25th year of service, Alice Kier retired from her volunteer than a quarter century, she has demonstrated leadership in making
position on the city’s Planning Commission. The City Council recognized that vision a reality culminating in the updated Town Center Plan and
Kier prior to the June 17 meeting and dozens of residents attended Civic Campus Redevelopment project happening this year. The city is
so thankful for the time and devotion she has given to this community.”
the reception.
Originally appointed in 1994, Kier has
chaired the Planning Commission since 2004
and has attended approximately 500 Planning
Commission meetings over the years. She
recently wrapped up the Planning Commission’s
work on the 2019 Town Center Plan Update
and stepped down after the Commission made
their recommendation to the City Council.
Additionally, Kier has served on the Economic
Vitality and Town Center Task Force (2018),
Civic Facilities Advisory Task Force (2008), and
Downtown Revitalization Committee (1993).
She has led the Planning Commission through
the adoption of the award-winning Town
Center Plan in 2007, recommendation on
Aging Civic Facilities in 2008 and Governor’s
Smart Communities Award for Town Center City Council and Planning Commission Members with Kier (middle) at a meeting in June.
Planning in 2009.
In addition to serving on the Planning Commission, Kier is a busy
“Alice has been steadfast in her commitment to restoring the city’s
once bustling downtown after arson fires destroyed it many years ago,” volunteer at St. Pius X Church participating in the choir, Lady’s Guild,
stated Community Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “For more perpetual adoration and many other activities.
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Hemlock State Brewing
Opens in Town Center

Hemlock State Brewing Company had a very successful ribbon
cutting event with dozens of attendees and lines out the door for
days after opening their doors. Located at 23601 56th Avenue West
#400 on the west side of Arbor Village, Hemlock State Brewing offers
several brews on tap and has become a popular vendor for locals and
visitors alike.
Hemlock State Brewing started out as a home brewery operation and
gained a great following in Shoreline and at several local bars. Their
name hails from the official state tree of Washington, the Western
Hemlock, to give their company a local touch.
The first licensed brewery in Shoreline, Hemlock State Brewing was
really intrigued by the work our city was doing with its Town Center
Plan. “It was clear that Mountlake Terrace wanted to do serious,
focused business development that would grow the area to coincide
with the extension of Sound Transit’s light rail system,” stated Mark
Dunford, Co-Founder and Director of Operations. “Our conversations
and experience working with the folks in the city planning office were
awesome,” he added. “We felt really supported as a business and we’re

excited to call Mountlake Terrace home.”
Co-founder and Head Brewer Michael Ernst said, “We designed our
brewing area without glass between our customers and our equipment.
So anyone is welcome to chat us up while we work back there and learn
more about the process or chat through what they’re brewing at home.”
Hemlock State’s founders noted that they love the families that
they’ve met in Mountlake Terrace. Some of their ownership team are
parents of young kids and they wanted to create a space where adults
could enjoy themselves, but also one where families were welcome.
They offer a small play area for kids and well-behaved dogs are welcome
inside too.
The new business does not have a food kitchen so outside food is
allowed to be brought in or have delivered. “The city is excited to welcome
Hemlock State Brewing to our Town Center,” stated Community
Relations Director Virginia Olsen. “They offer a great venue to gather
downtown which is exactly what our community has been asking for.”
For more information about Hemlock State Brewing Company, visit
their website at www.hemlockstate.com.

236th Street Resurfacing Continues in August
The Main Street Revitalization Project
construction work on 236th Street SW and
56th Avenue W is a substantial project and
we thank you for your ongoing patience! In
July, the city began resurfacing 236th Street
SW. The benefits of doing so in the summer
time include fewer pedestrians and lighter
traffic volumes because school is out. Also, the
overall traffic delays are reduced compared to
other times of the year.
At print time, it is anticipated this work will
continue into August and drivers should expect
traffic delays during the construction activities.
City staff have been listening to and working
with residents about concerns for traffic safety

and mobility. The city encourages residents and
visitors to ask construction and traffic control
workers, on-site city inspectors, and engineering
staff for help when walking, driving or parking
within the construction work zone. The city
and its contractor are committed to ensuring
safety and helping people feel comfortable
within the work zone by providing direction
or escorting them through an area they are
uncomfortable with. Please flag one of them
down and let them know how they can help.
Weekly travel advisories on all construction
projects throughout the city are provided online at www.cityofmlt.com/208 (traffic alerts) and
shared in the City Manager’s Weekly Update.
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Main Street Project updates are shared on
social media. These updates are provided to
keep the community informed about the type
of traffic modifications that are in place and
where they are located.
Thanks to all residents and visitors for their
patience and commitment to driving safely
within the work zones. Please continue to
drive slowly and cautiously through the work
zones and detour routes so that we can maintain a safe and protected environment for all
users within the public right-of-way.
For further information on this project,
contact Public Works Director Eric LaFrance
at elafrance@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6221.
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Join Us For National Night Out!

BUILDING PERMITS
(425) 744-6267
BUSINESS LICENSES
(425) 744-6211
CITY HALL
(425) 776-1161
CITY MANAGER
(425) 744-6208
CODE ENFORCEMENT
(425) 744-6254
ENGINEERING
(425) 744-6275
LIBRARY
(425) 776-8722
PASSPORTS
(425) 776-1161
PET LICENSES
(425) 670-8260
PLANNING
(425) 744-6207
POLICE & FIRE
NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER
(425) 407-3999
POLICE BUSINESS
(425) 670-8260
PUBLIC WORKS
(425) 670-8264
PAVILION & POOL
(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us

A Mountlake Terrace family enjoys National Night Out and free bike helmets!

Thanks to Premera Blue Cross and all the local businesses who donated funds and supplies,
Mountlake Terrace will host our award-winning “National Night Out Against Crime” Tuesday,
August 6 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Evergreen Playfield, 22205 56th Avenue West. The event offers
free entertainment, food and community involvement for a fun-filled evening with family, friends
and neighbors.
This year’s “Night Out” features DJ music, balloon artist, caricature artist, face painting, bouncy
houses, dance performances, martial arts demonstration, public safety vehicle tours and demonstrations. Cascade Bicycle will give away free bike helmets at the tennis
courts on the south side of the field. Over 30 vendor booths showcasing local businesses and service organizations will participate too.
Visitors can enjoy free hot dogs, snow cones, popcorn, and more as
they stroll through the exhibits, learn about the city, and enjoy the
activities. Come and get to know your community!

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
August 14, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

WEDNESDAY
September 11, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
October 9, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

