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Community Shapes New
Town Center Subarea Plan
On September 26, 2019 the City Council adopted
a series of ordinances resulting in changes and
updates to the city’s Comprehensive Plan, development regulations, official zoning map, economic
Vitality Element, Planned Action Area and the
re-designation of 1.3 acres of property for Park and
Open Space. The actions followed nine public meetings before the City Council and community outreach over 19 months.
“I’d like to thank everyone for their thoughtful
participation in this process that included about
three dozen public meetings,” stated Community
and Economic Development Director Christy
Osborn. “Whether you served on the Task Force
or Planning Commission, sent an email, took the
survey, or attended a meeting, your input was really
valuable in shaping the final Plan.”
The public process began with the appointment
of 11 community members who served on the
Economic Vitality and Town Center Task Force
and worked through 2018 to develop a draft Plan
for Planning Commission consideration. The Task
Force held 14 public meetings that included an open
house in May of 2018, a panel discussion about
economic opportunities in summer of 2018, and
a visual preference survey in the fall of 2018. Their
recommendation was presented at an open house at
the Mountlake Terrace Library in December of 2018.
The Planning Commission, comprised of seven
Mountlake Terrace residents, began their review in
January of 2019. The Planning Commission held
11 public meetings that included a public hearing
in July of 2019 and two joint meetings with the
City Council.
During the City Council’s public process, the city
heard from residents, business owners and investors about what they envision for the future Town
Center. This feedback was helpful in shaping the
Plan that was developed by the Economic Vitality
and Town Center Task Force and Planning Commission. The City Council held (Continued on Page 4)

cityofmlt.com

ContactYour Council
Mayor
Kyoko Matsumoto Wright
(425) 412-3988

Mayor Pro Tem
Doug McCardle
(425) 610-0030

Councilmember
Rick Ryan
(425) 771-7068

Councilmember
Bryan Wahl
(425) 770-7706

Councilmember
Laura Sonmore
(425) 776-8837

Councilmember
Seaun Richards
(425) 218-5996

cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us

Councilmember
Steve Woodard
(425) 610-9088

Stay Informed
About Your City!
Visit
cityofmlt.com/478

2019 Evergreen Award Winners
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Congratulations to this year’s Evergreen Award Winners that were
honored in late September. The city is pleased to recognize you for taking pride in your properties! This year there were 14 Best Maintained,
eight Best Transformation and two Most Sustainable Awards presented.
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Below is a list of the winners by neighborhood. If you would like to
nominate a property for our next Evergreen Awards, please email the
address to cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us and explain why you are nominating the
property. Thanks to everyone who participated!

Lake Ballinger Winners
Janet Wiggin c/o Sheryl Barth
Také & Suzanne Furuyama
Lake Ballinger Estates

Melody Hill Winners
Jim & Becky Bowman
Kevin & Cheryl Funk
Abdul & Yasreen Azim

Gateway Winners
Manny & Lori Quinteiro
Steve & Deb Seng
Bill & Heidi Weber
Hemlock State Brewing Company

Cascade View Winners
Harry & Judy Ma
Lauren Eck & Hua Nguyen
Aaron & Danielle Malins
Andrew & Ramona McBeth
Safeway
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Town Center Winners
Mike & Kelly Toohey
Chris & Cory Bottman
Jeff Hixson
Beate Brownell
Cedar Terrace Winners
Pat Eckternkamp
Dick & Tami McKinley
Benjamin Johnson
Sharon Knudsen
Las Espuelas Family Mexican Restaurant
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City Partners with State
Business License Service
Effective January 1, 2020, the City of Mountlake Terrace will streamline its
business licensing practices through a new partnership with the State Department
of Revenue’s Business Licensing Service (BLS).
What are the benefits of BLS partnership?
The new BLS partnership allows you “one-stop” to maintain most of your state
and city licenses. For the first time businesses may go online to business.wa.gov/BLS
to renew your state and city license. New or expanding businesses will be able to
apply for their city license online along with other state and local licenses saving
both time and money.
How does the program work?
You should receive a renewal notice in the mail. Your renewal form will list the
City of Mountlake Terrace license fee and the $11 BLS renewal processing fee.
This first BLS renewal may be prorated (anywhere from 3-14 months) in order to
change your current city license expiration date to match the expiration date BLS
already has in their system. This is typical for any business with licenses related
to liquor, tobacco, gasoline, cities and others. After a year, all the licenses will
renew at the same time.
Who do I contact if I have questions?
You may contact the city at (425) 776-1161, Monday through Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m or the email the city at cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us. Additionally,
you may call BLS at (800) 451-7985 if you have any questions about your
application or renewal.

Council Highlights

November

• Recognition of Eagle Candidate Michael Frary
• Approved Ballot Box Agreement with Snohomish County
• Approved Agreement with state Recreation Conservation
Office for Land Water Conservation Fund Grant
• Public Hearing and Adopted Ordinance Approving Frontier
Cable Franchise Transfer to Northwest Fiber
• Public Hearing and Consideration of Church Preliminary
Subdivision and Rezone
• Public Hearing and Adopted Sewer and Stormwater
Rate and Code Update Ordinance
• Public Hearing and Adopted Sewer Comprehensive
Plan Ordinance
• Reviewed Agreement for Wastewater Treatment, Disposal
and Conveyance Services for Edmonds Wastewater
Treatment Plant
• Reviewed Business License Code Amendment
• Reviewed Second and Third Quarter Financial Reports
• Reviewed Six-Year Financial Forecast
• Reviewed 2020 Revenues Including Property Tax Ordinance
• Approved Interlocal Agreement with Alderwood Water and
Wastewater District for Sewer Pipe Lining
• Public Hearing on 2020 Revenues Including Property Tax
• Adopted Resolution of Intent and Property Tax Ordinance
• Reviewed, Public Hearing and Adopted 2019-2020
Mid-Biennial Budget Modification Ordinance

October
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MLT Business Association
Supports Our Community
Thanks to the Mountlake Terrace Business Association for
sponsoring community events such as Trunk or Treat and Backpacks for
Little Hawks. Over 1,000 children received treats from 32 community
partners who provided the trunks on Halloween this year. For more
information about the Mountlake Terrace Business Association
visit mltba.org.
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Update from Snohomish Health District
Reviewed Financial Policies
Proclamation for Main Street Makeover Appreciation Week
Recognition of Girl Scouts from Troop 44253
Approved WSDOT JA Account Authorization for Main Street Project
Quarterly Discussion and Update of City Council Goals
Reviewed and Approved Amendment to Agreement for
Town Center Park/Plaza Water Feature Fee Proposal
Update from Waste Management
Discussed Sewer Rates and Recommended Sewer and
Stormwater Utility Rate Code Updates
Reviewed Interlocal Agreement with Alderwood Water and
Wastewater District for Sewer Pipe Lining
Administered Oaths to New Police Officers Jeremy Voeller
and Noah Rodgers
Presentation on City of Lynnwood’s Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Commission
Adopted Resolution to Name Jerry Smith Town Center Plaza
Reviewed and Adopted 2020-2024 Recreation and Parks
Fees Resolution
Approved Interlocal Agreement with King County Director’s
Association for Procurement Services
Adopted Resolution to Set Public Hearing Date to Consider
Petition to Vacate Street Right-of-Way (218th Street SW at
64th Avenue W)
Reviewed Frontier Cable Franchise Transfer to Northwest Fiber
Discussion of Stormwater and Sewer Rate Studies and
Recommended Code Updates
Introduction of Church Preliminary Subdivision Rezone
Reviewed 2019 Third Quarter Police Department Report
Reviewed and Approved Civic Campus Redevelopment
Project Artists Professional Services Agreements
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Town Center Subarea Plan Continued From Page 1
nine public meetings including a walking tour of the Town Center in
August and a public hearing in September of this year.
The new Town Center Subarea Plan and related development regulations encourage the revitalization of the city’s Town Center. Opportunities for the development of housing, offices, retail and commercial
stores and community amenities are provided all within a 10 to 15
minute walk of light rail coming in 2024. Highlights of the updated
plan include: three new Town Center Districts within a reconfigured
Town Center Core boundary; creation of a Town Center reserve area;
amended zoning code and design standards, and implementation of a
Planned Action Area Ordinance to create a more efficient environmental
review process.
The four Town Center Districts are as follows:
TC-1 District - Intended to emphasize transit-oriented employment
development to those Town Center areas closest to the planned Mount-

lake Terrace Transit Center and future light rail station and will allow
building heights up to 12-stories.
TC-2 District - Intended to function as the center for retail, cultural,
dining and entertainment activity in Mountlake Terrace and will allow
building heights up to 8 stories.
TC-3 District - Intended to emphasize multifamily residential uses
and serve as buffer areas adjacent to the transitional zone situated
outside the Town Center core and will allow building heights up to
6 stories.
TC-Reserve District - Intended to allow for smaller scale mixture
of multifamily, retail commercial and professional office uses and will
allow building heights up to 4 stories.
The city hereby expresses its sincere appreciation to the Task Force,
Planning Commission, residents, businesses and community members
for participating in the Town Center Subarea Plan process.

Inclusive Playground Coming to Ballinger Park

The City of Mountlake Terrace was awarded a $260,300 federal grant
from the Land Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) to build a universally
accessible ADA playground on the southeast side of Ballinger Park.
This grant will match the funds previously committed by the Hazel
Miller Foundation ($250,000).
The new play area will be approximately 7,000 square feet and include
ramps, transfer platforms, slides, climbing walls, interpretive historical
or environmental signage, various free standing play elements, shade,
education elements, ADA surfacing, seating areas, fencing and borders.
A new walking path will be constructed that will allow ADA access
to the playground and new accessible restrooms will be installed
at the boat launch site. This project is scheduled for installation in
mid-2020 after a public process to assist with the vision and design of
the $510,300 project.
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Inclusive playgrounds are a growing
national trend due to an emphasis being
placed on accessibility. Universal design
considers the wide spectrum of human
abilities and aims to exceed minimum
standards to meet the needs of the greatest number of people. This will be the
first universally accessible playground
in Mountlake Terrace and one of only
a handful in all of Snohomish County.
"Thanks to Senator Cantwell and the
Hazel Miller Foundation for making
recreation in our city more accessible to
everyone," stated Recreation and Parks
Director Jeff Betz. "We have already
received feedback from the community
that they are anxious to begin the design
process." The public will be invited to
participate in design meetings that will
likely begin in February. To learn more
about our Park Projects or sign up for
updates, visit www.cityofmlt.com/2039
The Ballinger Park Master Plan includes an “active” side with play
areas and picnic shelters, integrated with a “passive” side focused on
ecosystem restoration. Total design and construction costs for the entire
park are $12.5 to $15 million and will require a multi-year funding
effort with many partners to be phased in over several years.
The city has made progress towards securing federal funding by
working on a feasibility study with the Army Corps of Engineers to
complete the creek and pond restoration components of the project.
The city has also been awarded a State Recreation Conservation Office
grant of $500,000 to install a new fishing pier, boat dock, boat ramp,
restrooms and a walking path on the east side of the park for a project
total of $1.123 million slated for completion by 2021.
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Winter Weather Tips
Are you prepared for upcoming winter weather? In this area,
windstorms, flooding, and freezing weather and occasional snowstorms are experienced during winter months. Last year, we had
much more snow than normal!
The city prepares for winter weather by clearing streets and storm
drains, prepositioning sand bags, de-icing roads, and prioritizing
snowplow routes. We are proactive in posting emergency information on Facebook and Twitter (find links at www.cityofmlt.com) and
you can subscribe for emergency updates under the “Notify Me”
green button on our website.
Widespread power outages may occur during winter storms.
Keep a battery powered or crank radio in your emergency kit along
with spare batteries. Create an emergency preparedness kit with
at least three-days of non-perishable food, water and prescription
medication for your home and office. (Don’t forget your pets!)
Prevent frozen water pipes and faucets by disconnecting garden hoses and using molded foam covers. Drain outside lines and in-ground
sprinkler systems according to the installer’s instructions. Insulate
pipes in unheated areas like your crawl space, attic, garage or basement. Open cabinet doors below sinks to allow pipes more heat in
freezing weather. Allow a trickle of water to flow at problem locations.
Please help the city by keeping the storm drains near your home
clear of leaves, debris, snow and ice to prevent local flooding. It’s also
a good idea to have heating systems checked by a professional and have
your chimneys cleaned. Our electrical inspector reminds you not to
overload your circuits beyond capacity. Please be aware of fire hazards
such as baseboard heaters, frayed extension cords, breakers that blow
frequently, and candles. Don’t forget to clean the lint trap of your
dryer and do not leave clothes and papers laying around heat sources.
Here is Waste Management’s special collection information when
road conditions prevent regular weekly collection.
For garbage and recycling, expect pick up on the next regularly
scheduled collection day.

Snow Plow Priority Routes

For yard debris, expect pick up on the Saturday following the interrupted
collection. Every other week recycling and yard waste will be collected two
weeks after the missed collection.
With multifamily/commercial collection, expect pick up as soon as
conditions improve. In some commercial areas, Waste Management may
collect after regular hours or on Saturdays in order to catch up.
If bad weather occurs two weeks in a row, an additional collection
will be made on the next possible business day that same week. For
more information, you can call Waste Management at (425) 481-1100 or
visit www.wmnorthwest.com.

Recreation Pavilion Inclement Weather Policy
The following inclement weather policies will be in effect dependent upon the Edmonds School District closure/delay statuses. On
bad weather days, please check our Mountlake Terrace Recreation and
Parks Facebook page, the City of Mountlake Terrace Government page,
and CityofMLT on Twitter for updates.

start days, we will cancel the
classes held during the delay.
All classes held after the delay
will begin at their regularly
scheduled time.

If Public Schools are Closed
If the Edmonds School District has cancelled school due to inclement
weather, the Recreation Pavilion will open two hours late for drop in
programs. Programs such as all Kids Krew sites, Junior Kids Krew, Preschool,
Kindergarten Readiness, Swimming Lessons, Water Fitness, Land Fitness
and Dance Classes with a start time prior to 3:00 p.m. will be cancelled.
Weather conditions will be reassessed in the afternoon for later programs.

For information on Swimming Lessons and Dance
Classes with a start time after
3:00 p.m. on days when the Edmonds School District cancels classes, please
call the Recreation Pavilion at (425) 776-9173 after 2:30 p.m. to find out
whether these classes will be held. We will try our best to keep social media
updated as well.
In all cases, conditions will be reassessed. Preschool, Kindergarten
Readiness, Swimming Lessons and Dance Classes that are missed due
to weather or closure of the Pavilion will not be made up. Make up days
for Junior Kids Krew and Kids Krew will be the same as the Edmonds
School District make-up days. If you have any questions regarding this
policy, please feel free to call us at (425) 776-9173.

If Public Schools are Delayed
If the Edmonds School District has a two-hour late start, the Recreation
Pavilion will open two hours late for drop in programs. Junior Kids Krew
and all Kids Krew sites will also start two hours late, opening at 8:30 a.m.
instead of 6:30 a.m. In this situation, Preschool and Kindergarten Readiness will be cancelled. For Swimming Lessons and Dance Classes on delayed
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For Updates, Visit
Mountlake Terrace Recreation
& Parks on Facebook
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New Sewer and Stormwater Utility Rates
Following a multi-year public planning process, new sewer and stormwater rates will go into effect in January. The rate increases are necessary to replace aging systems and meet state and federal regulations.
The process began with the development of Sewer and Stormwater
Comprehensive Plans that established the levels of service necessary
to maintain our system. The plans also identify projects necessary to
replace our aging infrastructure originally built in the 1950s and 1960s.
The cost of operating the system, together with the cost of replacing
infrastructure, adds up to the total cost to operate the two utilities.
After the Sewer and Stormwater Comprehensive Plans were completed, rate studies for both utilities were conducted to identify how
the city would collect enough revenue to cover the costs. Since the city
did not make all of the necessary increases during the recession, there
is some catching up to do.

ally level out to the rate of inflation.
Please review the graphic with the total cost of the three utilities
(water, sewer and stormwater) contrasted with comparable cities.
Mountlake Terrace’s new rates are just above the median for rates from
the surveyed cities.
Our sewer system includes three sewer pump stations, 69 miles of
main lines, 1,500 manholes and approximately 5,500 sewer connection
laterals. The three sanitary sewer lift stations pump sewage from lower
areas of the city to areas that allow gravity flow to the southwest corner
of the city.
The city’s Stormwater Division works to protect water quality,
enhance habitat, control flooding, and comply with state and federal
requirements. Your stormwater bill covers activities such as site
inspections to ensure proper maintenance, street sweeping to remove

Monthly Combined Average Utility Rates
Jurisdiction

Sewer (5 ccf)

Water (6 ccf)

Stormwater

Total

Seattle
Kirkland
Shoreline
Lake Forest Park
Bellevue
Mountlake Terrace (2020)
Kenmore
Redmond
Bremerton
Edmonds
Snohomish County
Mountlake Terrace (Existing)
Lynnwood

$72.40
$78.71
$59.50
$81.21
$67.93
$48.45
$59.30
$59.48
$60.40
$43.65
$62.67
$34.00
$46.17

$50.89
$46.59
$61.71
$38.00
$47.19
$52.29
$36.80
$29.72
$29.12
$41.79
$25.91
$48.44
$27.99

$31.95
$19.34
$20.54
$18.65
$11.78
$22.33
$16.04
$16.56
$16.17
$18.90
$10.17
$11.45
$13.12

$155.24
$144.64
$141.75
$137.86
$126.90
$123.07
$112.14
$105.76
$105.69
$104.34
$98.74
$93.89
$87.28

Additional factors in the need to raise rates include: extreme inflation
in construction, capital improvements needed at the Edmonds
Wastewater Treatment Plant, decisions during the recession to keep
rates low, and the federal government no longer contributing to local
utilities like it had in the past.
Smaller increases are necessary in the following years and will eventu-

pollutants from roads, repair/replacement of damaged storm pipes
and other structures, cleaning and maintenance of city facilities, storm
outfall screening to find pollutant sources, spill cleanup response and
public education, outreach and involvement.
For more information about city utilities and rates, please visit our
“Utilities 101” webpage at www.cityofmlt.com/2052.

Thank you to Boy Scout Troop #60 for placing 364 storm drain markers in four hours on a Saturday in September. This Eagle
Scout Candidate Project effort was led by Michael Frary with assistance from our Stormwater Program Manager Laura Reed.
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37th Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
Sponsored by Mountlake Terrace Plaza

Music, cocoa, cookies, lights and Santa! Thanks to Mountlake Terrace
Plaza for sponsoring the city’s 37th Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
on Friday, December 6, at 6:30 p.m. at Evergreen Playfield (22205
56th Ave. W). The event features Mountlake Terrace Elementary and
Terrace Park School choir students and Santa arriving on a fire truck!
The "tree" is a frame of 1,800 lights on top of the city's water tower
and one of our community members will have the honor of lighting
the tree. A jazz ensemble will play at 6:30 p.m. and the choirs will begin
singing at about 6:50 p.m. Santa and the tree lighting follow between
7:00 and 7:30 p.m. Stop by the concession stand first to get your warm
beverages and cookies from the fabulous Tour de Terrace volunteers.
The weather may be cold and wet so dress appropriately and festive
attire is encouraged! The event takes place on the dirt soccer field and
Thanks to South County Fire, San
ta Claus, the schools and
with possible rain or snow, boots are recommended!
students, and all of the volunteers
who participa
ted.

Next Steps for Main Street Project
Thank you for your extreme patience over the past six months of
construction for the Main Street Revitalization Project! Main Street
Phase 1 construction is anticipated to have reduced travel impacts along
236th Street SW (56th Avenue to I-5) over the next few months and the
project will wrap up in spring of 2020.
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The city’s contractor has completed or nearly completed construction
of most sidewalks, all retaining walls, and partial installation of both
pedestrian lights and traffic signal equipment and will pause throughout
the winter months. During this pause, utility companies will take
over from the city’s contractor to relocate overhead cables into the
underground conduits installed during the early part of the project.
In early spring of 2020, the city’s contractor will return to complete
outstanding sidewalk and curb gaps, finish installing and activate traffic
signal and street light equipment, and pave the top layer of roadway
asphalt. Few, if any roadway closures related to Main Street Phase 1
work are anticipated until final paving in spring 2020, although some
lane shifts and alternating flagging will occur throughout the fall and
winter months.
Please feel free to contact Public Works Director Eric LaFrance at
(425) 744-6221 or City Engineer Jesse Birchman at (425) 744-6275 with
any questions or concerns throughout the remainder of contractor or
utility work.
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City
Seeks
Input
on ADA
Transition
Plan

ANIMAL CONTROL
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CITY HALL
(425) 776-1161
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ENGINEERING
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LIBRARY
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PET LICENSES
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(425) 776-9173
RECYCLING & TRANSFER STATION
(425) 388-3425
STREET LIGHTS OUT
(425) 670-8264
TRAFFIC TICKET/VIOLATIONS BUREAU
(425) 744-6228
UTILITY BILLING
(425) 744-6214
utilitybilling@ci.mlt.wa.us

CALL 911

FOR FIRE, MEDICAL AND
POLICE EMERGENCIES
businesslicense@ci.mlt.wa.us
cityhall@ci.mlt.wa.us
mltpd@ci.mlt.wa.us
violations@ci.mlt.wa.us
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The city is developing an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-Assessment and Transition
Plan. Residents are encouraged to participate in an online survey and comment on the current
conditions of the city’s accessibility for persons with disabilities. Visit www.cityofmlt.com/2053 to take
the survey. Development of the Plan relies on feedback from the community through community
meetings, surveys and focus groups. The deadline to complete the survey is January 1, 2020.
The Self-Assessment and Transition Plan identifies barriers limiting access in the city’s rightof-way and creates a program to make improvements. The program will systematically eliminate
barriers identified during the process by assigning priorities and establishing funding mechanisms
needed to pay for improvements.
The city needs the community’s help identifying barriers in the public right-of-way including
sidewalks, curb ramps, crosswalks and pedestrian signals. The information provided through use of
an interactive mapping tool will help develop the Transition Plan.
The Planning Commission will discuss the ADA Self-Assessment and Transition Plan at its
meeting on December 9, 2019 and a meeting in late winter. The
meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Interim City Council Chambers,
6100 219th Street SW, Suite 220.
More information on the ADA Self-Assessment and Transition Plan
is available at www.cityofmlt.com/2053 or by contacting City Traffic
Engineer Marc Seferian at mseferian@ci.mlt.wa.us or (425) 744-6265.

Coffee with
the City

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings
First and third Mondays
at 7 p.m. at the interim
City Hall

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays at
7 p.m. at the interim City Hall

Recreation and Park
Arts Advisory Commission Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Pavilion

Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion

WEDNESDAY
December 11, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
January 8, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room
WEDNESDAY
February 12, 6 p.m.
Recreation Pavilion
Jungle Room

Recreation Pavilion
5303 228th Street SW
(425) 776-9173

