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W O R K S H O P  S U M M A R Y  

 
On March 5th, 2008 the Recreation and Parks Department of the City of Mountlake Terrace 
held a public visioning workshop to connect with a broad audience of residents about their 
desires and priorities for future development of the park system and recreation 
programming.  The planning team made a brief presentation about Mountlake Terrace’s 
existing park system and the planning process that this workshop is an important part of.  
The workshop included a variety of input opportunities, including individual consideration, 
one-on-one interactions with the planning team, small group discussions with their 
neighbors and a facilitated discussion including all participants.  Results of this workshop 
will be used along with other public involvement activities and analysis, to determine 
community needs for the park system. 
 
Board Exercises 
At the beginning of the workshop a series of display boards presented a series of questions 
relating to behaviors and opinions about the recreation and park system in Mountlake 
Terrace.  The following findings are summarized from the board exercises and photos of the 
results are attached to this summary. 

• Participants in the workshop live in all parts of Mountlake Terrace. 
• Walking and driving are the primary means of transportation to area park and 

recreation activities. 
• The amenities considered most needed in Mountlake Terrace parks are natural areas, 

off-leash dog parks 
• Aquatics was indicated as the most participated in activity during the last year, 

followed by weight room use and other classes/activities. 
• Respondents indicated they utilized the recreation pavilion as their primary choice 

for indoor recreation activities.  A private gym or other sports facility was their 
second selection. 

• The two categories most needed in Mountlake Terrace as seen by respondents are 
outdoor/environmental programs and special events (concerts in the park, festivals).  
Fitness classes were also indicated, although fewer individuals chose this as their top 
priority 

 



Strengths, Challenges and Opportunities 
Following the introductory remarks and presentation on the planning process, the group 
discussed the current situation in Mountlake Terrace, focusing on existing strengths and 
challenges while at the same time discussing opportunities.  This discussion was recorded on 
the wall graphic, presented below. 



 
Maximizing the Park System 
The majority of the workshop time was used for a small group exercise that allowed 5-10 
residents work together with maps of the city parks.  Each group was asked to identify 
community destinations and challenges in travelling to or utilizing these places.  The groups 
were also asked to locate or just identify any ideas they have about improvements to the park 
system.  From the identified ideas, destinations and challenges, each group was asked to 
report back to the larger group their top 4 or 5 priorities.  These priorities were also 
recorded and are presented below.  In addition to these priorities, other comments and map 
notes will also be considered in the development of plan recommendations. 
 
 
 
 



Board Exercise Results 

 











 


