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Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses
3. Where in Mountlake Terrace do you live?

Park 2
E3 baseball fields

5. Do you rent or own your home?
Manufactured home

All  
Ball fields, tennis courts
Ballinger 7
Ballinger Lake 14

Ballinger Lake Golf Course. We enjoy watching the golfers, birds & scenery
Baseball season
Bicentennial 9
Cedarway Elementary
Children are now grown. We used the Pavilion services and ball fields frequently 
before they grew up.
Creekside Village Apts
Disc Golf park????
Don't know where Natural areas are. Walk the streets almost everyday.
Elementary playground basketball
Evergreen 13
Firefighters 3
Forest Crest 5
Have a lot more in past when children were young. My answers would have been 
different 15 years ago - kids are grown - empty nest.
Horizon
Jack Long 3
Lake Bellingham access
Library 2
LK BAL PAS. LK BAL BALL
Logan
Lower Terrace Creek. unleashed dogs, not safe in wooded areas.
Lyons Creek
MLT Elementary
Mountlake Terrace High School 4

Next to the library. Classes, swimming outside. The track at the high school.
Park by City Hall
Park by the library & near 228 235th Frisbee golf park
Playfields
Pool
Terrace Creek 69
Terrace Ridge 4
Track at Pavilion Field
Veteran's Park 14
Walnut Grove, Lynnwood
We don't have a park in our neighborhood

I can't pick just two
(5) Dogs

7. How often do you use the following parks and community facilities when they are 
in season? 

8. What are the primary reasons that you use parks in Mountlake Terrace?



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses
9. If you seldom use, or do not use the parks in Mountlake Terrace, what are your reasons?

4-5 parks within easy walk, don't need to travel further
Bad weather
Children grown
Dirty Equipment. Parents don't like sand. Wood chips are better
Family is our transportation
I am able to walk to parks on Brier area - next to my apt complex
No bathroom for the kid
No handicapped area
No trails
Not physically able to use
Too old

(2) Feel unsafe if I am alone
(2) Unleashed large dogs
(3) Especially shelters & restrooms.
(3) No restrooms at most
(4) Poorly maintained bathroom

Are dogs allowed?
Cross too many main roads
Too old
Wheel chair users access

(3) Only if alone
(5) Bicyclists. I don't drive to parks to take my walk every day.
(5) Conflicts: Frisbee guys

13. What type of amenities should be provided to encourage trail use?
Better trail conditions - Terrace Creek Park
Lights
Police
Police presence
Safety on trails
Trash receptacles & doggy doo-doo bags

(1) Conservation
(1) Terrace Creek
(5) Clean!
(5) Restrooms not out houses
(7) More places to sit

12. If you do not currently use pathways or trails in Mountlake Terrace, what are your 
primary reasons? 



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses
14. Which of the following facilities would you support adding to the park system?

Lawn bowling.
More trails
Skateboard park/features: only if adult supervision is provided
Support adding to the park system: None!

(1) Would support adding an amphitheatre] depending on location

(2)
Off-leash dog park: Maybe this would solve the "running wild everywhere" 
problem

(2) WA has some beautiful countryside yet our dogs are never allowed to enjoy it too.
(3) For Sure
(3) Like but don't own animals
(6) Water playground: We have enough of this.

15. What types of indoor recreation spaces are most needed?
MIT pool is the best. Not enough room for all the children in classes
We have a lot of indoor recreation on the east side. No needs there.

(This is off the top of my head. I don't know much about what's already available)
Performance space would be great

(1) Basketball
(2) Needs to be bigger with more equipment [weight and fitness room]
(4) love it!

(6) I do not have a teen yet, but feel this is extremely important to keep them guided.

16. How can Mountlake Terrace's park system be improved?
Amphitheater
Get rid of dead trees !!
Lower the price to use recreation facilities such as the pool and sports
Maintenance & keeping the facilities clean.
Nothing to raise taxes
We have too many parks now

Adult swim pool & walking exercise in parks
Didn't know about senior programs
No because they are too expensive

(2)
I would only participate if they had line dancing. The one in Bothell has it once a 
week for 2 hours. Also I would go to the lunch or dinner on the day of line dancing

(2) No: what programs? Poorly support senior space!

Age
Disabled
Handicapped
Health
I'm 81 years old
Mountlake Terrace has few activities compared to other towns

17. Do you participate in recreation, cultural, senior or sports programs offered by Mountlake 
Terrace?

18. If you do not participate in recreation or sports programs offered by Mountlake Terrace, what are 
your reasons?



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses
18 (Cont'd) Old Age

Physical limitation

(10) H2O aerobics + laps too expensive. (former weight room equip to fire dept)
(10) I am on disability income and there are no scholarships.
(10) Not over $6.00

19. Which types of recreation activities are most needed in Mountlake Terrace?
(2) Rock climbing: Good Idea
(3) Not at Pavilion
(5) Fast pitch softball
(9) Activities for teens 2
(9) Ban Pit bulls
(9) Bike skills like Seattle's Colonnade Park
(9) Birding
(9) Conservation
(9) Dog Park 2
(9) Golf 2
(9) Hall for parties
(9) Handicap programs
(9) Kickball
(9) More tennis courts
(9) Mountain Biking
(9) Musical venue/club
(9) Organized running group
(9) Pea Patch areas
(9) Put BBQ in parks
(9) Sailboat dock at Lake Ballinger
(9) Senior Center
(9) Senior trips - Everett Parks offer these (Group Day Trips)
(9) Shooting range
(9) Soccer
(9) Upgrade playgrounds, new equipment
(9) We go walking
(9) Weight/fitness
(9) Would like more music in the park on weekends

(10) We already have great programs available!

20. What types of cultural arts programs should Mountlake Terrace offer?
Not interested

(3) Pastels!
(8) Bible Studies
(8) Farmers market
(8) Free music classes/activities for lower incomes.
(8) Movie night outside in summer
(9) I don't object, but I don't have any interest in cultural arts programs



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses

These activities are already too expensive. I spend about $200 per month and none 
of my kids do sports. That would be another $400 or $500
We don't need any more parks

(4)
With the cost of living already increasing at an incredible rate the average MLT 
residents couldn't afford it.

(5) I would campaign against any tax increase.
(5) Prefer monies to be reallocated.

(5)
Use existing tax base to fund Parks/Rec. Increase tax base through other means 
besides a tax increase. Cheaper golf at Ballinger Golf for residents.

A dirt track area for bicycles would be fun + high use.

A great improvement would be a pedestrian bridge over Terrace Creek ravine 
linking the east and west sides. Plus improved access points to the ravine.
A late afternoon recreational swim would be very nice on weekdays. 7:15 to 8:30 
is too late for my daughter.
A new MLT arboretum would be nice.
A trail for walking my dog would be great. That takes at lest 2 hours.
All of our kids have grown up and moved away but when they were growing up 
we used Candy Cane, Firefighters & Bicentennial Parks a lot. Plus they were 
involved with MTYAA. Even though we personally don't use the parks as much 
now, they are a very important.
Amphitheater behind pavilion. Dog park would be nice.
An competitive aquatic center is needed for adults as well as youth. Would bring 
in money to business during swim meets - water polo - competitive swimming - 
adult fitness. Mountlake Terrace pool
As population ages, offering activities for seniors and folks with physical 
disabilities will be more important. $ at Pavilion is prohibitive for frequent (i.e. 
daily/weekly) use.
Better lighting so you feel safe
Better lighting Terrace Park 48th St
Bike paths to Lake Ballinger park. Upgrade facilities at Lake Ballinger

Buy more park space. Preserve wooded areas. City should purchase land.

City has done a great job. We are proud to live in Mountlake Terrace since 1957
Develop open spaces for p-patches rather than more building. Due to over-building 
and over population resulting in ever increasing taxes and less disposable income. 
P-patches would benefit many people.

Dog Park off-leash with trees and hills, not just a pit. Ultimate Frisbee League
Drama like Shakespeare in the Park or other local performers.
Drinking water at Terrace Creek
Enforce the leash law & the scoop law at Terrace Ridge

Enforce the leash laws at Terrace Creek Park. The signs do no good. Thanks!

Evergreen Play Fields is way over due for a face lift. Replace the dirt soccer field 
with new field turf surface. Share costs with youth soccer/baseball groups.
I am 76. Do a lot of things in Edmonds & EdCC.

22. Do you have any other ideas or comments about recreation and parks in 

21. In general, would you support a tax measure to maintain and improve existing parks and trails, 



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses

22 (Cont'd)
I appreciate the parks we have. Some parks are under-utilized. It would be good to 
have music - informal often in the parks.
Existing parks & trails should already be maintained

Grass needs to be improved at Pavilion. It is always closed to the children.
I bought my house because of its proximity to the parks, however, now that I have 
children I am uncomfortable with our location because of the "traffic" that passes 
by. I am TIRED of the drunkenness and rowdiness. The filth, garbage and 
overwhelming amoun

I cycle for work (to/from Redmond) and there should be better trail connectivity
I had no idea we had hiking trails. Why are they not advertised? A wide variety of 
classes at the Pavilion would be greatly appreciated.
I live near Terrace Creek Park and love using the trail. Baseball field deteriorated. 
Use large grass area for concerts, off leash dog park.
I love the parks but really don't feel safe going there alone. Plain clothes police on 
the trails would be nice.
I love the quarter mile track at Evergreen Playfield and would like to see it leveled 
more often
I really want to see the dog park. I've been hearing about! Would also like the see 
the park on 48th (don't know the name) updated. Clean up the trail and Frisbee 
areas.
I think MLT did have line dancing years ago. I went one time. It cost too much for 
1 hour and not a good instructor.
I think most of the parks of MLT are too dark. (too woody). When I lived in 
Seattle I loved Green Lake park
I think the Frisbee golf course needs to be fixed and a second one added at another 
location.

I want to see an off leash park. Our dogs have not place to play off leash.
I was disappointed when the pool was remodeled & the weight room equipment 
went to the fire station. Does the public still have access to that? Were there public 
comments taken on that?

I wish all residents are treated the same regardless of their skin color. The police 
dept and the Pavilion think they only have to serve the white community.
I work fulltime for Seattle Parks & Recreation Dept & generally use there 
facilities. Suggest that at least one park be made into a "showcase" with ???, new 
playground equipment, lovely landscaping (maybe a small rose garden), new 
benches & picnic tables.
I would like to see the Interurban trail have better signage, a few benches along the 
way, and some plantings to increase the visual looks in the business areas it passes 
through.
I would love to see more activities for kids where the parent helps out, thus 
reducing costs
I would love to see more variety in programming at the rec center. More diverse 
staff.

I would really like a "dog park." How about the Vets park next to the library?
I would use the pool if the facility were open earlier. I leave for work when it 
opens and evenings re not an option.
I'm sorry but I take more classes at Edmonds Park& Rec than MLT because they 
offer more arts classes. You have a better pool though.
I'm very happy with the amount of parks available. Maintenance is very good for 
most of them. Keep up the good work. Maybe a fence between the children's play 
area and the street at the park by the library.
Install a playground at Lake Ballinger Park on Lake View Drive



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses

22 (Cont'd)
Invest in small sailboats and have sailing classes in summer. Consider small 
rowboat rental & adequate float for same.
It's still a very nice neighborhood
Lack of restroom facilities at most parks we visit is an issue, since I have a small 
child who often doesn't give much notice when he needs a restroom. The honey 
bucket at Terrace Creek is a welcome addition, though a flush restroom would be a 
nice additi
Lighting for the Bicentennial Park and others without it.

Like to see the track surface redone. Pick up surface, screen cinders, taking out 
large stones and relayed. I do not know of any other cinder track left in this part of 
Puget Sound. If this is done it would be beautiful a track to run on.
Lower prices for residents. One price pass for all uses for a year.
Maintain what you have.
MLT desperately needs a modern senior center now that seniors are going to be 
practically the majority due to baby boomers returning.
MLT does a fairly good job with the parks system
MLT pool is our pride. MLT library arranges interesting performing event. They 
got Russian Story Time. We attend. Parks on the other hand are rather neglected. 
The equipment is dirty and moldy. Some of it rusty and broken. Park behind the 
library, other p
MLT residents should receive a greater discount compared to non-residents at the 
Rec Pavilion. Playgrounds need to be upgraded, then maintained! Some 
toddler/preschooler play structures should be included. Walking: Please fix 
sidewalk to road transitions 
More Basketball Hoops in Parks
More bike trails and lanes in more parts of Mountlake Terrace
More parking at Ballinger Lake Park. Enforce parking lot rules for boat trailers at 
parking area.
More parks, recreation areas, improved maintenance of existing parks & rights of 
way. No more condos, expensive homes!!
More picnic tables & benches at Candy Cane Park
Mountlake Terrace needs sunny, open park space in addition to its many shaded 
nature trail parks.  Also, sidewalks and plentiful park access points will help bring 
people into parks.

Mountlake Terrace pool is too crowed/expensive and the locker rooms are so dirty 
with dirt/hair and toilet paper all over plus paying $15.50 per one hour swim is too 
much. I still go but it is normally uncomfortable. I also think the water is too cold.
Mountlake Terrace should keep the cost for aquatic senior aerobics closer to the 
cost in Lynnwood. As a resident of MLT, it would cost me over twice as much as a 
non-resident in Lynnwood.

My husband & I like to play tennis and have used the courts in Mountlake Terrace 
& in Brier. In the past, we also played soccer in Mountlake Terrace. Now that we 
have a young daughter we plan to spend more time at the park and at the pool.
Need a large hall/bldg with a kitchen, table, chairs, etc. to be rented out for large 
gatherings.
Need an off leash dog park
Need for fire pits for picnicking at all parks



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses
22 (Cont'd) New park & or national area on Melody Hill area & surrounding homes

Organized summer events a great idea. Off leash dog park with bags provided & 
plenty of garbage cans. See Marymoor for an example. Inexpensive after school 
activities and sports would be invaluable. We need to work full time as parents to 
provide for our 
Our kids use Melody Hill as it is the only place available on this side of the 
freeway. It would be an excellent site for a park. In fact the comprehensive plan 
recommended a park there or single family housing or both.
Overall the parks are in good condition
Parks do not feel safe. They are full of beer cans and garbage and are not lit for 
evening use. I have never encountered any patrol while using any trail or 
playground.

Pea patch areas. More flowers in hanging baskets like in Edmonds. I really like 
what the garden club has done. Need more. We need bike trails.

People in Terrace Creek park use the park as a dog park. They do not pay attention 
to the signs that are posted.  I think they need to be fined, if caught. It makes it bad 
for those that read the signs and obey the rules.

People need to know where these parks are and if you move into Mountlake 
Terrace a package should be given free of the parks, activities in the area.
Peterson Park way - corner of 51st & 234th - city does NOT keep the area cleaned 
or maintained. Too many trees planted. Cottonwood trees danger to surrounding 
houses in wind storms. Recently planted evergreens should NOT have been 
planted. Eventually will

Please Bathrooms on Urban Walking Trail plus sitting benches would be nice, too.
Please do NOT raise taxes!
Please turn off lights when not in use
Put a boat ramp at Halls Lake for fishing
Put seating areas on Burt Gilman Trail
Quit spending tax money on surveys and commission studies. Instead post 
suggestion boxes and listen to the people not just the politicians.
Re: Park on 48th between 228th & 236th: There's an undeveloped space just west 
of the picnic tables. It would be great if this were made into a small performance 
space for birthday parties, etc. (music, juggling, magic). I support music 
performance and sp
Replace aging dock at Lake Ballinger. Needed badly.

Security cameras in Terrace park (has mile long trail) - We need them in 
playground park area & we could use them at junction of 226th inside trail. I 
believe that if we spruce up park youth vandals will destroy the wonderful work.

Skateboarders need a place to do their thing instead of my condo complex parking 
lot. My condo has a lot of problems with skateboarding trespassers.
Some trails are kind of confusing as they seem to begin/end nowhere. I wonder if 
there is some way to connect the park trails as some kind of off shoot or side trail 
that branches off at the interurban train? Especially the park by the library. Oh & 
the i
Summer Saturday Markets



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses

22 (Cont'd)
Take the large dirt field on 58th & E-3 and make it a turf field that could be used 
year round for sports.
Terrace Creek - pave the trail (or gravel but that isn't good for biking)
Terrace Creek Mini Golf
Terrace Creek Trail - The brush needs to be moved back a couple of feet to get 
trail back to its original width. Parts are getting too over grown.
Terrace Creek Trail too muddy when raining. More gravel needed.
Thank goodness for the open space we still have at Melody Hill School since our 
children do not have a city park in our neighborhood.
The adult fitness/workout room in the Rec Center is sub par. I used to the larger 
room before it was turned into a kids play area. I do love using the young child's 
indoor playground for my kids. They love playing there & it is a great break for 
me! Evergreen.
The park near the library needs lights at night for more security, fewer hiding 
places.
The parks need to be updated and kept, especially Veterans Park. Jack Long Park 
looks nice needs small area for children to play besides the rock, although they 
love that rock.
The recreation facility is way out dated and the parks are cheaply designed. Parks 
need safety upgrades.
The re-design of the Rec Center pool may be good for families with young 
children, but I've found that I use it less.
The trail from 49th W to 221st Street needs more dirt to elevate a little bit more, 
because it's so muddy especially when it's raining.
There is a park next to the soccer fields that is in dire need of repair. We use that 
play area frequently when warmer and there are no play areas for younger children 
(3-5). The slide is tipsy and I am fearful of the other play items due to age and 
disre
This city has good parks. A lot of friends come visit and use our parks. System is 
good
This is one of the reasons we purchased a home here! Parks & Rec Rocks!! Some 
parks are really dark, seedy & unused. I never see anyone there! Either provide 
events there, fix them up or sell them off. I am thinking of a park just off 44th by 
Cedar Way El
This should've been done as an online survey. I do not support raising taxes 
instead the local gov't needs to get more efficient.
Though we don't do much but walk - we've enjoyed the parks. (my kids played 
baseball and other activities). We like to think all the young people here can enjoy 
the park activities too.
To increase community involvement, increased frequency is needed. One or two 
"Community Picnics/Festivals" per year isn't enough to change people's 
perceptions about Mountlake Terrace. You have to get people thinking of this city 
as a place of arts, rec &
To those that live in apartments BBQ's
Too much tax payer money wasted
Update bathrooms at Evergreen Playfields. We get a lot of teams coming in from 
outside our city. The bathroom stalls need doors, soap, updating. Look at 
Redmond
Veterans Park is sad looking
Veterans Park really needs upgrades. Playground somewhat unsafe (rusty/old) & 
no baby/toddler swings available.



Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Survey

Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses

22 (Cont'd)

We have a concern regarding the drivers who far exceed the speed limit on 44th 
and other side streets while we are walking. A sudden swerve, etc, and pedestrians 
could be seriously injured or killed. Some side streets still have no sidewalks. 
There would 
We have a very successful pony baseball program in MLT. I would love to have a 
baseball facility in MLT that would allow us to host regional tournaments and 
other tournaments as well.
We have too many parks. Makes it extremely difficult to get anywhere in 
Mountlake Terrace by any direct route!
We have too much acreage in parks now
We need fields for fast pitch softball
We need to extend and upgrade our Mountlake Terrace downtown area. It's too 
small and I can't show it to our visitors.
We need to improve drainage in the neighborhood parks to make them more 
useable year round. We also need more unscheduled ball fields for families and 
groups to use. Also more water & restrooms!
We need to work with what we have. The parks need to be a priority to keep the 
family friendly feel of MLT. Lighting would also be a great upgrade to the safety 
of our parks.

We really need a dog park off-leash. I don't presently have (or want) a dog.
We regularly take our kids and dog outside of the city for parks and recreation. 
City parks almost completely missing west of I-5, and there are no play structures 
for kids. Too bad the city has allowed development on every remaining parcel of 
land.
We should pay more attention to the plants in our parks and try to beautify trails a 
bit more with some fresh planting, for example Bicentennial Park could use some 
flowers maybe.

We still have some nice sized trees in Terrace. Sitting on my porch & listening to 
the wind blow through them, provides an element of pleasure & serenity that a lot 
of towns & cities do not have. Please spare the large trees.

We used the local parks and recreation center when our daughter was a child
Would like a large multi-purpose room at the Pavilion that could be used for 
stretching, aerobics, martial arts forms, etc. Mirrors on walls would be nice to have 
more room than at home for a low price.

23. What activities have you done in the past 2 years?
Age 79 - use pool daily - ride bike 2 miles each way during summer as weather 
permits. City Streets.
Collections: not that often. Softball: no over 55 in county. Swimming: never in 
Mountlake Terrace.

Cultural Events: when available. Fairs and Festivals: They are only once a year
Exercising/Aerobics: Walk mall
Gymnastics: too expensive at Cascade
Kickball
Singing as participant
Skateboarding: How about something for the teenagers?
Snowmobile
Swimming (pool): used to but don't like changes to pool
Target Shooting
Walking for Exercise
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Adult Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses

We need bike trails!
(37) For kids
(46) Walking for Exercise
(48) Wildlife Watching & People
(50) BBQ
(50) Horse Riding
(50) Indoor target shooting
(50) Kickball
(50) Motor Sport
(50) Paintball
(50) Pickle ball
(50) Senior activities
(50) Skiing
(50) Walking for health

Comments
It was a pleasure. Our P&R Dept does a great job. When my kids were younger 
they participated in a lot of activities.
Thank you for asking!
Thank you!
Tracy Weaver, 5304 236 St SW, Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043-5228, 425-771-
7362

24. Circle the 5 activities you would like to do most.  Assume you have the time, money, and 
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Youth Responses

Question No. Response
Multiple 

Responses
3. What are the best places to play, hang out, or have fun in Mountlake Terrace?

Baseball fields 2
Basketball courts 2
Bicentennial Park
Boys & Girls Clubs
Candy Cane 5
Forest Crest 4
Funtasia
Going to Rogers
Home 2
I like the bowling ally in Lynnwood (friends as well)
Jack Long Park 2
Library 5
Local schools for rollerblading/skateboarding. Movie theater and friends houses. Outside 
MLT - Alderwood Mall, skate parks, roll-a-way
MLT gymnastics
MLT High School
Mountlake 9
MTL Elementary 2
My backyard, the field, the park across the street
My home - nothing to do in MLT
No where
Parks 5
Pavilion 9
Playground 3
Pool 5
Rogers Market Area/ Prime Pizza Mountlake 9 area
School 2
Park by library 2
Terrace Creek Park. Park by power lines on 241st Ave W
The fields by the Pavilion
There is no place really on the left side of the freeway.
There isn't one.
Veterans
Woods, trails

4. How do you usually get to parks or recreational activities?
(7) Parents drop me
(7) Mom

5. What are the primary reasons that you use parks in Mountlake Terrace?
(2) Playground

6. What types of indoor recreation spaces are most needed?
(4) Larger [indoor swimming pool]

7. Which of the following sport facilities are most needed by youth in Mountlake Terrace?
(9) Dog parks
(9) Volleyball court & balls

8. Which types of recreation activities are most needed in Mountlake Terrace?
(8) Football

9. Where should youth recreation activities be provided?
(6) Library
(6) Green belts
(6) Home (backyard), church

11. What activities have you done in the past 2 years?
4 square
Horse riding
Library
Metal detecting.
Tour de Terrace

12. What activities do you like to do most?
(50) Miniature golf


