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(Left) Van Ry Boulevard looking south and (right) Van Ry Blvd sign looking west toward the Transit Center with light rail project under construction.

City Unveils New
“Van Ry Boulevard”
Willem (Will) Van Ry retired in 2014 after nearly forty years of
continuous service to the City of Mountlake Terrace in the engineering
department. In recognition of his substantial efforts, dedication to
the Mountlake Terrace community, and demonstration of the city’s
core values, the City Council has named the new public roadway that
connects 244th Street SW and 236th Street SW through the Freeway/
Tourist District as “Van Ry Boulevard” in his honor.
Van Ry was hired by the city as an Engineering Aide in 1974. Over
the years he was promoted from Engineering Technician to Planner/
Designer, Associate Engineer, City Engineer and ultimately retired as
Engineering Services Director. After retirement, Van Ry contracted
with the city to work on some major projects including the Main Street
Revitalization Project. His total public service in Mountlake Terrace
spanned over four decades.
Throughout his service to the city, Van Ry worked on many projects
and planning efforts including the water reservoir and seismic retrofit,
Cedar Grove Sewer Pump Station reconstruction, 220th Street reconstruction, Gateway Intersection design and coordination, Interurban
Trail improvement project, and Traffic Calming Program to name a few.
When asked about Will Van Ry, the late and long-time former
Mayor Jerry Smith said, “With all the infrastructure work done over
the past 40 years, I’d say Mountlake Terrace residents really got their
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money’s worth for this outstanding public servant.”
In 2009, Van Ry received the city’s Vision Award in
recognition of his vision, leadership, and outstanding
public service to improve community livability and
quality of life in Mountlake Terrace.
Previously referred to as “Gateway Boulevard”,
the new roadway will remain a privately owned but Will Van Ry
publicly usable roadway until dedicated as public right-of-way by
the property owners along the roadway this year as required by the
conditions of approval for the Terrace Station project.
In late January, the city held a virtual ribbon cutting event to
recognize all of the parties involved in the project. In addition to Van
Ry, the event included Sierra Construction, Lake Union Properties,
Rainier Pacific Properties city staff, and the City Council. To view a
link to photos and a video of the virtual ribbon cutting event, visit
www.cityofmlt.com/607.
“Van Ry Boulevard will provide better north-south access for our
community, and connect residents with transit options as well as
regional job centers,” stated Community Relations Director Virginia
Olsen. “Will was a consummate professional who cared about our
residents, and it is fitting that the Council named this critical connector
street in honor of his service.”
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City Hall Returns to Downtown After 11 Years
When the nearly 50 year-old City Hall had a ceiling collapse in 2008, services in a centralized location.
and city services moved away from the Civic Campus in 2009, no one
A virtual open house will be held this spring with plans for a more forexpected it would take more than a decade to fund and construct a mal ribbon cutting and grand opening occurring once we can safely gather.
new City Hall.
Two recessions and three failed bond measures later,
the city is preparing to move into a new 18,000 square
foot City Hall at 23204 58th Avenue West. The campus
also hosts the 30 year-old Police Station that is getting
a face-lift and 3,100 square foot addition, Fire Station
19, and the Mountlake Terrace Library. “Thanks to
our community for passing the Civic Campus bond
measure in 2017 and working with us to plan, design,
and fund this project,” stated Community Relations
Director Virginia Olsen. “This building, together with
the new Jerry Smith Plaza, will serve as a hub and key
gathering place in the city’s Town Center.”
The Civic Campus Redevelopment Project is now
approximately 90% complete with occupancy now
anticipated in late February or early March. The project
also includes a water feature, terraced seating, public
art, parking, walkways, and landscaping.
The most recently installed improvements include
finishing touches such as cabinetry, interior lighting,
painting, and installation of carpeting. When completed, the Civic Campus will consolidate several public Front entrance to City Hall and City Council Chambers (still under construction in January).

2021-2022 Biennial Budget Snapshot
Following a number of review meetings that began in September
and a pair of public hearings in November, the Mountlake Terrace
City Council adopted the 2021-2022 Biennial Budget at its
December 7 meeting.
According to City Manager Scott Hugill, the budget focuses on
maintaining core services and projects, without expanding programs during the financial uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Budget highlights include completion of the Recreation, Parks and
Open Space (RPOS) Plan to gather the community’s priorities in
these areas; Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan; design of Main
Street Phase II (56th Avenue from 236th to 230th Street SW); and
replacement of aging water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure.
To help stay within our financial means, the city refinanced some
of its outstanding utility loans (bonds) in late December saving
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$490,000 compared to the previous debt. Online permitting and
pet licensing are also included in this budget to make city services
more convenient and efficient for the community.
The biennial budget recognizes the city’s lost revenues, particularly in the Recreation Department, as well as possible reductions in
state-shared revenues (e.g., taxes from liquor and marijuana sales).
The city will continue to monitor its revenues and as the economy
recovers, look at addressing other unmet needs including facility
maintenance and custodial care, marketing, economic development, and expanded communications.
In conclusion, the biennial budget maintains current programs, maintains strong reserve funds, and provides a balanced operating budget.
For more information on the city’s budget and finances, visit the
city’s website at www.cityofmlt.com/218 or email cityhall@mltwa.gov.
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Council Highlights

December
•
•
•
•

Mountlake Terrace in Motion
All programs are subject to modification or
cancellation due to COVID-19 restrictions

Summer Camp Registration Begins March 8
Summer Camp registration is happening soon! Don’t miss early registration
on March 8 so you can secure the camp week and activity of your choice.
Options include aquatic, dance, fitness, sports, and day camps for ages 3-12.
Examples include Skyhawks Sport Camps, Tennis Camp, Hip Hop, Ballet and
Creative Dance Camps, Aqua Kids and full day camps with field trips that offer
before and after care options. Summer camps will follow all current COVID
safety guidelines.
For more information or to register for a class, call the Recreation Pavilion at
(425) 776-9173 or visit online at www.mltrec.com/summer and www.facebook.com/mltrec.
Spring Adult Sports!
Spring adult sports will take place as soon as health guidelines allow. Spring
sports could include softball, volleyball and basketball. Keep your eye out on the
Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks Facebook page and website for information about spring sports or email kwitte@mltwa.gov for more information.
Spring Dance and Fitness!
Virtual dance and fitness programs will continue until in-person classes are
available. These virtual classes are a great way to stay in shape or get moving
within your own home. For information about spring dance and fitness classes
visit www.mltrec.com or email cdavenport@mltwa.gov.

Evergreen Playfield Turf
Field Project Underway
The Evergreen Playfield synthetic turf field project is underway! City staff met
with the public over the winter to receive final design input after hosting an
initial design meeting last February. The project went through the permitting
process in December and FieldTurf, the contractor selected for the project, has
begun work on the field. The LED lighting system was installed in 2020 and is
ready for use once the field is ready for play!
Once complete, the field will be a state of the art synthetic turf field with lines
for baseball/softball and soccer. Additional lines can be added for sports such as
ultimate disc and lacrosse. The field will be completed this spring and includes
amenities such as dugouts, bleachers, goals, bases, corner flags, and ADA access
at multiple points around the field.
If you are interested in reserving the new field for your group, you can email
kwitte@mltwa.gov for more information.
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Discussed Evergreen Playfield Turf Field Design Material & Funding
Reviewed Transportation Master Plan, Chapters 6-11
Reviewed Contract for New Phone System
Discussed Utility Discount for Low-Income Senior and
Disabled Residents
Economic Alliance Snohomish County Annual Report Presentation
Adopted 2021 Legislative Agenda
Approved Contract for New Phone System
Adopted Resolution Ratifying Use of CARES Act Funds
Approved Cedar Park Preliminary Fee Simple Unit Lot
Subdivision with Conditions
Adopted 2021-2022 Biennial Budget Ordinance
Reviewed Ballinger Park Waterfront Design
Presentation Regarding Lift Every Voice Legacy Event
Approved Professional Services Agreement for Federal
Lobbying Services
Approved Professional Services Agreement for State
Lobbying Services
Approved City Attorney Contract Extension
Approved Interlocal Agreement for Snohomish Regional
Drug Task Force
Approved On-Call Material Testing Services Agreement
Approved On-Call Land Survey & Computer Aided Design
Services Agreement
Approved On-Call Engineering Services Agreements
Approved On-Call Geotechnical Engineering Services Agreement
Approved Agreement with Snohomish County for Evergreen
Playfield Grant
Adopted 2020 Budget Amendment Ordinance
Adopted 2021 Salary Ordinance
Adopted 2020 Transportation Master Plan Update
Reviewed Lodging Tax Advisory Committee
Funding Recommendation
Adopted 222nd Street Vacation Ordinance

January
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•
•
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Elected 2021 Mayor Pro Tem
Approved FieldTurf USA Construction Contract
Approved Amendment to City Manager’s Employment Agreement
Approved Lodging Tax Advisory Committee’s
Funding Recommendation
Reviewed City Council Meeting Schedule
Discussed City Council Retreat Dates
Selected Council Liaisons & Intergovernmental Agency
Representatives
Reviewed Forterra Tree Inventory Report
Reviewed Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish County for
Jail Services
Reviewed Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish Conservation District
Reviewed Snohomish County Solid Waste Road Mitigation Agreement
Reviewed Comprehensive Plan Docket
Reviewed City Attorney Legal Services Contract
Appointed Interim Arts Advisory Commission Members
Approved Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish Health District
Approved Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish County for
Jail Services
Approved Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish
Conservation District
Approved City Attorney Legal Services Contract
Approved Snohomish County Solid Waste Road
Mitigation Agreement
Adopted Resolution to Set Public Hearing Date for 59th Place
Street Vacation
Reviewed Six-Year Financial Forecast
Reviewed Federal Legislative Agenda
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Please Continue
COVID-19 has had a devastating effect on many,
including our local businesses. Shopping locally
in Mountlake Terrace ensures the viability of our
businesses, so they can survive this pandemic and
keep our friends and neighbors employed.
If you are able to, please utilize dine-in, takeout, curbside pick-up, and delivery options from
our local eateries and patronize our other Mountlake Terrace businesses as well. Whether you get a
snack, a complete meal, or pick up a side dish to

Breakfast
Depending on where you want to launch your
day, begin your list of errands with a hearty breakfast at Red Dragon Casino, Time Out Burger, or
Voula’s Good Eats, with all serving breakfasts.
Warming up with a bowl of soup at Pho Tran’s
will definitely get you moving. Once full and
ready to tackle your day, you can head out to shop
and run errands in Mountlake Terrace.

Coffee & Sweets
Countryside Donuts, Espresso Break, Grand
Pere Bakery, Rooster’s Espresso, Starbucks, and
Urban City Coffee are great places for morning
munchies and a hot beverage.

facial or new lashes? Avalon Lash and Spa, Bellis
Salon and Spa, and G W Foot Massage are great
places to acquire some much needed pampering.
You can get your hair done at a number of local
places such as 44th Avenue Barber Shop, 52nd

Shopping and Retail
Discover all your hardware, home improvement, lawn, and garden needs at Ace Hardware.
Indoor Garden and Lighting is another business
where your planting visions can come to fruition.
From watch batteries to power products, you can
find them at Pacific Power Batteries.
Your taste for hot sauces, rubs, and the finest
cuts of meat can be satisfied at the iconic Double
DD Meats. If your pet needs some attention,
check out Pet Adventure. Need auto parts and
accessories? Visit O’Reilly Auto Parts where they
will help you find that burned out headlight
replacement and other automotive needs.
For snacks and essentials, look to help our
smaller mini-markets located around the city
make dinner easy and convenient, you are help- when possible. The larger grocery stores have
a steady clientele and the smaller, tucked away
ing our businesses stay open.
If you cannot afford to eat out or shop right now, gems really need our support.
you can help the cause with positive reviews on Pampering
social media and through word of mouth. For those
Need to find a great gift for someone or want to
who can shop and eat out, here are some ideas.
treat yourself? Have you ever had a foot massage,

Add your business to the
city’s new directory!
Periodically, the city will be featuring businesses in our
newsletter to remind our community that we need their help
to keep them open. To help this effort, the city plans to add
Mountlake Terrace businesses to an online directory, so please
make sure your business information is up to date! You can
check your account status from the state’s Business Licensing
Service website at dor.wa.gov/manage-business/run-business.
If you have questions about your business license, please
contact the state at (800) 451-7985 or visit dor.wa.gov.
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to Support our Businesses
Avenue Hair Salon, Cousins Hair Design, Gene
Juarez Academy, Holiday Hair Salon, Maida’s
Hair Salon, and Starr’s Barber Shop.
Do your nails and/or lashes need attention?
It’s easy to find an option close to home! Head
over to 4 Seasons Nails, CareCell Total Beauty
Salon, Classy Nails, Majestic Nail Studio, Nail
220 and Spa, Nancy Nails, NW Lash Boutique,
Splash Nail Bar, T.T. Nails, or Urban Beauty Bar.

number of diverse options. Check out Amorn
Thai Cuisine, Banh Mi Bites, Fork Mediterranean Grill, Gabriel’s Fire, Kings III Restaurant,
and Szechuan Cuisine. If you’re craving Mexican
food, there’s four options around the city including Alibertos, Azteca, Las Espuelas, and Mazatlan.
Feel like having a pizza or just a slice? Visit East
Coast Enzo’s, Little Caesars, Papa Murphy’s, or
Sorelli Pizza where you can also sit in their outdoor dining area and enjoy watching a game. To
Services
Need an accountant, a bank, dentist, doctor, satisfy your teriyaki desires, try Bento Teriyaki II,
insurance, mechanic, or veterinarian? There are OK Teriyaki, and Teriyaki Bowl.
numerous options right here in town, so please Sipping and Nightlife
seek out Mountlake Terrace businesses first.
All the day’s activities can make a person thirsty
For ironing, hemming, and dry cleaning of your or hungry for a late night snack. Hemlock State
essential clothing and linens, visit Cedar Plaza Brewing and Diamond Knot’s Brewpub@MLT
Dry Cleaning, Melody Custom Cleaners, or are two spectacular local brewpubs located in our
Expo Cleaning.
fine city. Crazy Moose Casino, Getaway Tavern,
Finally, if your fitness goals include more move- O’Houlies Pub, Red Dragon Casino, and Ringers
ment or shedding some pounds, look to Fitness Pub and Grill can quench your thirst and most
19, Juicy Power Yoga, Nile golf course, Paramount of these businesses have great lunch and dinner
Strength and Conditioning, or Seattle Tae Kwon Do options too.
in addition to the city’s own Recreation Pavilion.
Supporting our local businesses is crucial
to keep their doors open and their people
Lunch & Dinner
Looking for a light lunch? Port of Subs and two employed. The next time you need a product,
Subway stores can hit the mark or visit Snohom- service, or something to eat or drink, take a few
ish Pie Company. In addition to scrumptious des- minutes to find out if your needs can be met by
serts, they serve soup, sandwiches, and salads too! our Mountlake Terrace businesses. Thank you for
If you have worked up an appetite, there’s a doing your part!
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Ballinger Park Improvements Coming Soon!
Beach, boat launch, and parking may be closed June-August

The Ballinger Park waterfront and surrounding area will be changing in the
Footings
near future, and in answer to one of our most popular questions -- yes, it is
Large Woody Debris
Existing Creekbed
finally happening! The current boat launch/beach area of the park has not seen
Removed Creekbed
upgrades like this since 1977!
Boardwalk
Design has been completed for the park’s new fishing pier, boat dock, boat
Crossings
launch, and shoreline improvements. Permits are expected to be ready for the
Proposed Channel
city to go to bid by this spring. The asphalt pathway is moving closer to final
Pond Enhancements
design as well. This accessible path will allow walkers to travel north and south
from the Mickey Corso Community/Senior Center 23000 Lakeview Drive to
the boat launch located further south.
Current timelines have all these improvements scheduled for completion by
the end of this summer. The construction window for the waterfront project
can only be done in the summer due to state and federal regulations for in water
work. Therefore, the boat launch, beach, and a portion of the parking lot will be
closed for potentially all of June, July and August.
ADA Trail
Another exciting upgrade at Ballinger Park is that new restrooms were installed
in November 2020. The building has stainless steel fixtures, auto locking doors,
Playground
four individual family style restrooms, and an outdoor shower.
Other improvements coming your way include the new universally accessible
playground, which will be located on the east side of the park. A virtual community
Fishing Pier
Lake Ballinger
input meeting will be held on February 24, 2021 to gather information on the
playgrounds’ theme, elements to include, and other related design questions. The
ADA Restrooms
installation of the playground is scheduled for this summer. More information
on this project will be communicated via press release, social media, and the
Boat Launch and Dock
project website. The partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
progressing with the Hall Creek Restoration design targeted for construction progress in completing the construction of the Ballinger Park
Master Plan. To learn more about Ballinger Park projects,
in 2022-2023.
In addition, the city has submitted other grant applications to continue the visit www.cityofmlt.com/2039.

Application Fees Decrease for Some Residential Uses
Driveway and Fence Permit Costs Reduced
The city conducts a review of its development review fees on
an annual basis to cover the costs of development services. These
services include planning, engineering, building construction, and
fire protection permits. Changes to the fee schedule are considered in

The City Invites You to Adopt-A-Drain
Ready to keep your neighborhood clean, prevent future flooding, and
protect our waters? Water quality in local streams and lakes is protected
when leaves, dirt, and trash stay out of storm drains. Volunteers can
also prevent localized flooding from occurring during
the winter rains! The new City of Mountlake Terrace
Adopt-a-Drain volunteer program will help you
learn how to adopt a storm drain in your neighborhood. Volunteers will remove debris from drains
between October and March. To learn more,
please visit www.cityofmlt.com/2086.
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conjunction with a cost of service study that is completed every three
years, valuation rates contained in the International Code Council
Building Valuation Data, and consideration for affordability for small
projects for community residents.
In an effort to respond to the costs associated with some of these
smaller and common permits, the City Council decreased the fees
associated with driveway and fence permits. The previous fee for
a driveway permit was 12.7% of the value of the driveway surfacing
improvements. This cost could run into several hundred dollars in fees.
For driveways associated with a single-family home, the fee was lowered
to $225.00. This fee is intended to cover permit setup, review, and a
site inspection.
Residential fence permits previously cost $82.00 and was decreased
to $50.00 while trying to ensure that fences are reviewed for appropriate heights and maintaining street sight visibility.
The current hourly rate of $149.00, which is utilized to determine
planning and engineering review fees has remained the same since
2018. There were no increases to building and fire protection fees.
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How our Community CARES During COVID
During the pandemic, with isolation and quarantining, Mountlake
Terrace has shown what a caring community it is. In fact, COVID-19
has been a cause to rally around and it shined a light on the goodness that resides here. If you helped a neighbor, donated money,
volunteered time, wrote cards or delivered positive messages, thank
you! There have been and continue to be many good deeds done!
The State of Washington distributed millions of dollars in Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding to cities
and counties to help address local impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The City Council’s priority was to help residents and businesses
first and then help the city pay for expenses to address the impacts
created by COVID-19 such as changes in operations and complying
with health and safety requirements. The state designated specific uses
for the funds in order to be eligible for reimbursement. In the end, the
city submitted over $900,000 in receipts to the state for reimbursement.
The City Council identified three broad priorities such as community health and safety, help with food delivery and residents’ unmet bill,
and small business grants.
Here’s a general overview of the city’s CARES Act funding expenditures: 1) $100,000 for rental assistance to prevent evictions; 2) $85,000
for small business grants; 3) Over $50,000 to purchase and mail nearly
20,000 cloth face masks; 4) Over $42,000 to help residents pay unmet
bills as a result of lost income; and 5) About $40,000 for food purchase
and food delivery to those in isolation or without transportation. Other
expenditures covered public safety costs, hand sanitizer for low income
residents, childcare for residents to enable them to work, citywide
mailing to advertise grant funds, technology upgrades, and the city’s
costs to comply with health and safety requirements.
The city thanks the following non-profit organizations and companies for assisting us with these endeavors: Arctic Printing/Northwest
Publishing Company, Calvary Fellowship, Cedarwood International
Food Bank, Concern for Neighbors Food Bank, Edmonds School
District, Foundation for Edmonds School District, Mountlake Terrace
Community Foundation, Mountlake Terrace Seniors, Volunteers of
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America Western Washington, and Washington Kids in Transition.
There have been many unsung heroes in our community including
all the healthcare workers, first responders, and essential workers.
Additionally, every day many people are making life better for others.
Some examples would be the volunteers staffing the Grab-and-Go
meals at the schools, people volunteering at the food banks, faith-based
and service organizations providing assistance, residents and local
businesses making generous donations, people helping out our local
businesses, parents and teachers managing online school, the PTO
organizations, those holding food drives, people donating blood, and
residents providing rides.
Mountlake Terrace also has some exceptional people who are leading
by example including those who administer KeepMLTStrong.com, volunteers who cook and feed people every week, all of you who keep others
informed, and the residents who organized the “Christmas Shed.”
Working together toward the greater good creates hope, trust, and
unity. If you are involved in these or other positive efforts, you have
helped keep our city healthy and viable during a very difficult time for
all. Let us continue to keep Mountlake Terrace strong.

COVID Scam Alerts
According to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), there are
actions you can take avoid a Coronavirus scam.
• Be wary of ads for home test kits and ignore offers for vaccinations and miracle treatments.
• Hang up on robocalls. Scammers use illegal sales call to get
your money and personal information.
• Watch out for phishing emails and text messages. Do not click
on links in emails or texts you did not expect.
• Research before you donate. Learn more about avoiding and
reporting scams at www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/scam-alerts.
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Link Light Rail Project under construction adjacent to the Transit Center at 236th Street SW
and I-5.

Light Rail Project
Over 25% Complete
The Mountlake Terrace light rail station is on schedule to open concurrently with Lynnwood
Link service in 2024. The project is now over 25% complete and Sound Transit recently completed
the last of the drilled shafts. With over 100 drilled shafts on the Lynnwood Link Extension, this is
a major milestone for the project. With the work now being mostly above ground, you will see even
more columns rise up and walls being placed as you drive along the corridor.
Sound Transit and its contractors have also installed the falsework to support the elevated lightrail guideway that will cross Interstate 5 in Mountlake Terrace. Falsework are the temporary steel
column systems that support constructing the concrete deck that the light rail trains will travel
over. A majority of the project’s 188 columns have been installed with the remaining falsework
happening early this year.
If you have questions or concerns about the Lynnwood Link
Extension project, please contact Sound Transit’s Community
Outreach Specialist Rhonda Dixon at rhonda.dixon@soundtransit.org
or (206) 370-5569.

MeetingSchedule
City Council Meetings

First and third Mondays at 7 p.m.
via Zoom

Arts Advisory Commission
Third Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Mondays
at 7 p.m. via Zoom

Recreation and Park
Advisory Commission
Second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. via Zoom

Diversity Equity and
Inclusion Commission

Third Wednesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom

Check with City Hall about changes/cancellations.

Coffee with
the City
WEDNESDAY
February 10, 6 p.m.
Virtual Via Zoom
WEDNESDAY
March 10, 6 p.m.
Virtual Via Zoom
WEDNESDAY
April 14, 6 p.m.
Virtual Via Zoom

See www.cityofmlt.com/463
for more information.

