


In 2005, the City of Mountlake Terrace and Snohomish County 
Fire District 1 entered into a 20-year agreement calling for the District 
to provide fire and emergency medical services to the Mountlake 
Terrace community.

Prior to that, the city had operated its own fire department since 
the 1950s. However, as the costs of providing fire and emergency 
medical services grew, contracting with a larger department like Fire 
District 1 was less expensive without lowering service. Over the years, 
more cities have headed this same way, with regionalization of fire 
services or other interlocal agreement.

These partnerships provide a high level of service that include 
fire suppression, emergency medical services (EMS), fire prevention, 
plan review, fire inspections, fire investigation and public education. 
Every firefighter who works for South Snohomish County Fire & Res-
cue (also known as South County Fire and formerly Fire District 1)  
is also a trained paramedic. 

The current interlocal agreement with South County Fire will 
expire in January 2025, so the City Council has formed a committee 
to start reviewing options. 

The current cost of providing service to Mountlake Terrace 
includes staffing Station 19 at all times, as well as fire marshal 
services, apparatus replacement and overhead. 

In their annual report to the City Council, South County Fire 
reported that they responded to 2,906 calls for service in Mountlake 
Terrace last year with 82 percent of those calls dispatched for emer-
gency medical services. The cost for providing these fire and EMS 
services was estimated at $3,090,309 with just under half of that cost 
funded through a voter-approved EMS levy and the remainder from 
the city’s General Fund. 

Options under consideration for the City Council include re-
establishing a city fire department, establishing a multi-city fire dis-
trict, contracting with a fire agency (other than South Snohomish 
County Fire & Rescue) and seeking voter approval of annexation 
into the South County Fire RFA.

The city welcomes your interest and participation in the conversa-
tion as the Council learns more about the options for providing fire 
and emergency medical services to our community.
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Be a Happy Camper with MLT Recreation

City’s Fire Contract Expires in 2025

Your child will be a happy camper in Mountlake Terrace! The City 
of Mountlake Terrace has many recreational activities and camps to 
choose from to get your children on an adventure close to home. 

Youth Day Camps are for preschool-7th grade. These all-day 
camps are a perfect summer child care option. Children will have a 
theme each week they follow with games, crafts, field trips and an abun-
dance of outdoor activities. 

Counselor-in-Training (CIT) programs are perfect for young 
teens interested in learning how to work with children. This program 
is offered to rising 8th and 9th grade students. It’s offered on a weekly 
basis. We only take a maximum of three CITs each week so sign-up 
your teen today!

Aqua Kids is a water-based camp offered weekly. Each week has 
a different theme with crafts and activities geared toward that theme. 
Each week ends with canoeing and a barbeque at Lake Ballinger. 

Youth Specialty & Sports Camps: We’re offering a wide 
range of camps. We have sewing, art, Play-Well Teknologies Adventures 
in STEM, baseball, soccer, cheerleading, volleyball, jump rope, basket-
ball and more! 

Tennis Lessons & Camps: Lessons are instructed by UW 

tennis team member Zoey Weil. They’re offered Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. on our Evergreen tennis courts. Tennis camps are 
led by Skyhawks sports instructors. Lessons and camps are offered to 
children ages 7-14. Instruction includes drills, games and sportsmanship. 

Dance Camps & Classes for ages 3-19 will include Creative 
Dance, Pre-Ballet, Tap & Ballet, Jazz, Lyrical, Irish Step and Musical 
Theater Dance. Children ages 9+ with some experience can join our 
Dance Immersion Camp all day for one week to get exposure to several 
styles of dance and yoga. Weekly dance classes are also offered from 
July 11-August 19.

Not looking to register for a camp? Cool off at one of our many 
recreation swims. Visit www.mltrec.com/summer for details!
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Keep Lakes Blue, Not Blue-Green
Summer is a great time to enjoy and care for your yard…and while 

you are caring for your yard, you can also help prevent harmful algae 
blooms on Lake Ballinger and Lake Washington. 

Harmful algae blooms are a result of excess nutrients from fertil-
izers, soaps, and pet waste ending up in local lakes. Runoff from yards 
and streets washes into storm drains and ultimately ends up in Lake  
Ballinger or Lake Washington. 

These algae blooms can also make people sick, and can be particu-
larly toxic to dogs, who are liable to get a larger dose when they drink 
lake water or lick their fur after swimming. 

How can one recognize a potentially harmful algae bloom? Cyano-
bacteria, also known as blue-green algae, typically looks like a bright 
green paint scum on the surface of the water, particularly near the 
shore. It can also show up as bright green dots or streaks in the water. 

If you see algae that is bright green and resembles paint in Lake 

Ballinger, please call Stormwater Program Manager Laura Reed at  
(425) 361-8713. In that case, the city will post a warning on the lake 
about the algae, notify lakeside residents and take a sample for labora-
tory verification. If the sample is shown to have harmful algae above 
recreational levels, the swimming beach will be closed, danger signs 
will be posted, and additional notification sent out to lake residents. 

Only certain types of blue-green algae are toxic. Toxicity can only be 
determined by laboratory analysis and you cannot tell by looking at it. 
Lake Ballinger has a few blue-green algae blooms a year, most frequently 
between August and December. 

What you can do to prevent harmful algae blooms this summer 
on your favorite lake? Minimize fertilizer use, pick up after your pet, 
and wash your car at a car wash or on grass where the runoff will  
be absorbed. 

Please do your part to keep local lakes blue and not blue-green.

Staff Prepare to Open New City Hall
As the city puts the finishing touches on this newsletter, it is also 

preparing the new City Hall and expanded Police Station to reopen. 
While the exact date is unknown, it is expected to happen sometime 
in June. The city has been working diligently over the past several 
months to ensure the remaining punch list items on the Civic Campus 
project are completed or substantially completed before reopening to 
the public.

In a related matter, the Governor announced in early May that he 
would rescind a COVID-19 pandemic proclamation regarding the 
Open Public Meetings Act. The Governor’s act along with recent deci-
sions by the City Council will allow the public to participate remotely 
when in-person meetings resume.

While remote public participation details have not been finalized, 
please check www.cityofmlt.com/129 for agendas and the most up to date 
meeting information. 

We look forward to serving the public in person again at City Hall 
and holding meetings in our brand new Council Chambers. Thank 
you for your patience with the construction, the pandemic and with 
staffing shortages. 

If you spot bright green algae that resembles paint in 
Lake Ballinger, please contact the city so it can be tested. 

The fountain in the Jerry Smith Town Center Plaza is now lit in the 
evening and a great place to visit both day and night.










