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Mountlake Terrace Town Center Project 

Virtual Town Center Tour - Task Force Comments 
November 1, 2018 

Overview 
MAKERS conducted a “virtual” town center tour to illustrate current conditions and associated planning background of 

some of the comparable town center areas in the region.  The intent was to share these conditions and experiences with 

Task Force members and identify elements of those town centers that they like/dislike applicable to Mountlake Terrace.  

The tour examined the following town center areas: 

1. Mill Creek 

2. Kenmore 

3. Bothell 

4. Woodinville 

5. Redmond 

6. Newcastle  

Comments & Takeaways 
 

Mill Creek Town Center 

 

¶ The development evolved different (and much bigger) than the initial plan, but it largely meets the original 

goals/objectives involving sense of place, mix of uses, pedestrian-emphasis, and environmental 

integration/protection. 

¶ Questions about what’s public vs private space 

¶ Sidewalks on main street are generally 15’ wide 

¶ Corner treatment emphasis on buildings 

¶ Wayfinding signs are important 

¶ Retail on frontages away from Main Street are harder to lease 

¶ No bike lanes on Main Street were necessary or desirable 

¶ Mill Creek solicited development – very important to the success 

¶ If the Town Center was on I-5 it would be much different 
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Kenmore 

 

¶ Discussion on sidewalks being too narrow (some disagreement on this issue) 

¶ 6th doesn’t feel like a “main street” 

¶ Inside of Hangar community building poorly designed (noise) 

Bothell 

 

¶ Discussion about street widths (acknowledging that we have limited ROW widths in MLT) 

¶ Note that parking is a real problem for town center 

¶ Six Oaks building – note that other on-site trees were repurposed into site urban design feature 
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Woodinville  

 

¶ Note that the multifamily tax abatement program was used here 

¶ Note about frontages where ground floor commercial is required and design approaches to resolve 

¶ Noting the design of parking garages with condos wrapping around bulding 

 

Redmond  

 

¶ Note that much of the development here is on infill sites within a grid (somewhat similar to MLT) 

¶ Discussion about building stepbacks – and how they are expensive and challenging to build 

¶ Note the width of many buildings are similar to planned block sizes in MLT 
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Newcastle  

 

¶ Wide sidewalks and planter strips 

¶ Perhaps you can modulate streetscape/landscaped elements (to integrate on-street parking and landscaping 

elements in tighter ROW widths). 

 


