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The Plaza

Proposal – Circle of Life

■ Grandmother reading to
infant
■ Mother with toddler
■ Child running
■ Father with flag, timer and
dog

Grandmother with Infant
Characters on Dress

Mother with Toddler

Child

Father with Dog

Proposed Three
Dimensional
Figures

Sculptures Represent Image of
Mountlake Terrace Community
■ Figures reflect family
oriented spirit of
Mountlake Terrace
■ Figures represent
diversity within the
community
■ Circle of Life

Wax Model
■ This is a wax model
of Phase II. The
photo was taken in
my studio.

Creating the Mold at the Foundry
■ Rubber Mold
■ Waste Mold

Materials – Cast
Bronze Sculpture
■ Bronze is melted into
liquid and poured into a
waste mold at the foundry.
■ After metal has cooled,
finishing takes place.

Installation & Maintenance

FINISHED
BRONZE
This is a photo of
Phase II after it
was completed at
the foundry.

Project
Budget

Circle of Life, Louise McDowell
Casting & Materials
Installation, Preparation & Engineering
Delivery
Construction of Foundation Pads
Ancillary Equipment
Wax Models
Insurance (included in business)
SUBTOTAL:
Tax
TOTAL:

43,000
2,000
600
4,000
400
29,000
0
79,000
7,900
86,900

ABOUT
THE
ARTIST

Other Examples of Artwork

Other Examples of Artwork

Other Examples of Artwork

In Conclusion
■ Visual demonstration of the value of coming together as a
community
■ Importance of a gathering place
■ Value of extended family / diverse community / generational
impacts on the growth of the community and its members.
■ The three life-sized cast bronze groupings representing a
circle of life and a coming together in community in this
gathering place mimic real life experiences.
■ Sculptures will add visual interest to the Plaza

Louise McDowell
5224 Palatine Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98103
mtmcdowell@hotmail.com

PROPOSAL
MOUNTLAKE TERRACE CIVIC CENTER PLAZA

TITLE: “CIRCLE OF LIFE”
DESCRIPTION: The theme is the circle of life. Three separate figurative cast bronze groupings will depict a family that has gathered in the
Plaza. The family group is a metaphor for the community of Mountlake Terrace, representing infancy to old age. The characters roughly
form a wide circular shape, portraying the circle of life and the connections each has within the community. They can also be considered as
a visualization of the connections each has with
The services provided by City Government.
A grandmother figure is seated with an infant on her lap. (See Exhibit A). She can be placed on the south end of the terraced seating where
the roof of the City Hall ascends. The placement also symbolizes the hope of a bright future for our children and the community. The
grandmother is reading a book to the infant. Both the child and the book (education) represent the doorway to the future. Whimsical
figures come alive for the child, represented by the three-dimensional frog emerging from the book and the story characters woven into her
dress. The grouping is a metaphor for the continuation of generations. The connection is to the Library.
A mother figure can be located to the north of the steps. She is attempting to protectively hold the shirttail of the toddler. (See Exhibit B).
The toddler playfully mimics the actions of an older child. As the toddler tries to run after her, he demonstrates his impatience to grow up.
The mother represents the stage of life when nourishing children is all encompassing and the balancing act she maintains is ever present.
The precarious assortment of items she juggles in one hand is a symbol of her many tasks. The connection is to the Police Department.
The preteen is involved in a running game with the father figure. (See Exhibit C). Sited to the east of the steps, she symbolizes her readiness
to embrace her future as she runs with great abandon toward the father figure. The running game connects to City Hall.
The father figure can be placed directly south of the grandmother, completing a circle. (See Exhibit D). The father holds a flag signaling the
child to begin her run, and a stopwatch for timing. He also is tangled in the leash of his dog representing the distractions in his busy life.
The timepiece symbolizes the juggling of time to be present with family and the pressures of other obligations. The flag which would be
raised up or lowered in the game to signal the child to run or not, is a symbol of his readiness to see his child grow up and his reluctance to
see her change. This playful scene is a visualization of activities sponsored and nourished by Parks and Recreation maintained through City
Hall. The dog is on a leash – a symbol of observance of the leash laws.

The characters demonstrate the interactions and connections various age groups have amongst themselves in the community, show
caring, nourishing of children, diversity, and a continuum of life as they come together. Within this gathering place, the sculptures mimic
real life. In a visit to the Plaza on any given day, one might see parents with children, children at play, perhaps someone with a dog. The
sculptures represent the family-oriented spirit of Mountlake Terrace in a very human way and with a bit of whimsey in the interactions.
The Circle of Life sculptures themselves have the capacity to draw people together in the Plaza. They emphasize positive attributes and
provide depth and visual interest. The diversity of the characters can peak the interest of the community, lending affinity and bringing
about a personal interaction with the artwork by those who will frequent the Plaza and become part of the story. My intent is to bring
about a personal interaction with the artwork by those who will frequent the Plaza and become part of this story.
The creation of a public gathering place in the town Center Plaza serves not only as a place to gather as community but as a venue to
interact with the services that city government provides. The Circle of Life sculptures are visualization of the benefits nourished by the
Library, City Hall and the Police Department. The sculptures are family, they are community, and they reflect the values of the Civic
Campus Redevelopment Project.
I would be delighted to work with the City and the architect/landscape team to bring this proposal to life.
SITE: I have chosen to place the groupings around the main part of the plaza in order to create a circle. (See Exhibit F)
SIZE:

The grandmother sits 4 feet high.
The mother is 5’4” high.
The toddler is 2 1/2’ high.
The child is 4’6” high.
The father is 5’8” high.

FOOTPRINT:
Grandmother: 3’ x 3’
Mother and toddler: 3’ x 5’
Running child: 3’ x 4’
Father and dog: 3’ x 6’
PATINA: The patina on these pieces will be shades of warm browns.
TIME LINE: The sculptures will be ready for installation by 2020
BUDGET: The total budget for the Proposal is $86,900 (See Proposed Budget, Exhibit E)

QUESTIONS?

